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From the Pastor’s Desk 
March 2019 

Pastor Joel Bacon 

 

It happens.  The phone rings and it is a rush to get going because a family needs you.  Usually a 
beloved patriarch or matriarch is dying and it is time for some words of faith, comfort and     
Godspeed.  I keep a prayer book in my bedside night stand and it is portable, easily fits in a coat 
pocket, and it contains many of the classical, powerful readings that the Bible gives us. 

I arrive at the hospital room, shed my coat, grab that portable little LUTHERAN BOOK OF    
OCCASIONAL SERVICES (how bland is that!?) and go to the bedside.  It is time to let go of this 
loved one.  I will read from PSALM 23, ISAIAH 25 & 43, REVELATION 21 & 22, II                
CORINTHIANS 4 & 5, ROMANS 8 & 14, JOHN 10 & 14.  I look down at the book in my hand and 
am dumbfounded to realize that I am holding my copy of Oscar Wilde’s THE PICTURE OF        
DORIAN GRAY.  Failing to see how reading about one of fiction’s most famous narcissists would 
be helpful I held the book and recited from memory…. 

 “Yeah, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I fear no evil……” 

 “On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of fat things…….” 

 “I have called you by name and you are mine…..” 

“Death and crying and pain will be no more for the former things will have passed away.  
And God will wipe every tear from their eyes…..” 

“And the leaves on the trees are for the healing of the nations…..” 

“Neither life nor death, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything in all creation will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord…..” 

“None of us lives to himself and none of us dies to himself; if we live we are the Lord’s and 
if we die we are the Lord’s.  So then, whether we live or whether we die we are the Lord’s.  
For to this end Christ…….” 

“I am the Good Shepherd…..I lay down my life for the sheep…..I have come that they may 
have life and have it abundantly…..” 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled, believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s 
house there are many rooms…..” 

What a gift God gives us.  Not only do we have God’s holy word, but that word can penetrate us, 
become part of our memory, become part of our identity.  And even should eyesight and hearing 
fail me, I still have the promises of God, not to cling to, but clinging to me.  Amidst the chaos 
that normal life can bring we have God’s promises. 

One of the reasons that we recite scripture, one of the reasons we continue to teach Bible, one 
of the reasons that we do not have a worship service without the Apostles’ Creed or the Lord’s 
Prayer, is because there comes times when that is the only way we open ourselves up to God      
ruling the moment, transforming the moment, from chaos to order, from shame to forgiveness, 
from loss to victory. 

That is why we worship.  That is why we have Bible study.  When we dwell in God’s Word richly it 
clings to us and gives us life…..life unto life eternal. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Joel 
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Lenten Coin Folders 

You should have received your Lenten Coin Folders for 2019 the last week of February.  These funds will be given to the 
ELCA’s Hunger Appeal, “God’s Global Barnyard”.   Our conference, The Heart of the North, has been given Honeybees as the animal of 
help.  As the funds come in, you will start to see honeybees around the church.  Let’s fill the church with Bzzzzzz! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL 
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Jeannette Siemers 
Business Manager 
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A Special Thank You, starting from the first part of November until the present day.  It all started with 
fall yard clean up done by friends, with meals, visits, cards, Christmas Cookies, a prayer shawl, visits 
from Pastor Joel, snow removal, and yes,  “babysitters”. The list goes on and on.  I continue my     
treatments and doctor visits at Mayo Clinic in Rochester and live the life of “One day at a time!”  Our 
hearts overflow with gratitude for your thoughts and prayers.  Thank you again and blessings to all of 
you.   Bert Wege 

The Family of Roger Hubbard would like to thank the congregation of First Lutheran Church for 
their prayers and support over the past year. Roger is cancer free at this time and undergoing     
therapy. God bless you all. 

Thank you very much for the goody bags that your High School Youth Group distributed to school 
staff. It was such a kind and touching gesture! Our whole world could use a little more kindness so 
thank you for spreading your joy! I loved the poem and of course the treats. God bless all of you.     
Sincerely, Mrs. Lee 

A big thanks to Tiffany and the High School Youth Group for treats and words of     
encouragement. It means a lot that you all took the time to share with us. Very much 
appreciated! Have a blessed day. Chuck Russell 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, I continue my journey with cancer. Rather than being in  
control myself, it is a relief to know that God is driving the bus on this one! I have my third of 
eight chemo sessions tomorrow. I have been blessed by nearly NO side effects to date  only tiny, 
short headaches, light-headedness and the usual GI problems. No nausea or vomiting, no food     
aversions. I know this is because of the myriad of prayers ascending on my behalf. THANK YOU! My 
hair is nearly gone, but I found that was not nearly as upsetting as I had anticipated. My most     
serious concern is the lymphedema in my right hand and arm. They continue to be very swollen, due 
to a wayward blood draw. My usual 1-3 hours a day playing piano has been reduced to playing one 
song per day. As I feel this has always been one of God’s greatest gifts to me, my music and the 
sharing of it with others, this has been the greatest challenge for me so far. I start physical therapy for 
it on Friday. And, of all things, I also broke a tooth! But no dental drilling allowed, because of my     
compromised immune system. So I will have to see if the dentist can do a temporary fix, so as not to 
disrupt my chemo schedule. I greatly appreciate the prayers of my friends and church families, and 
appreciate being on your prayer list. It is a great comfort to me and  Tommy, to know you are lifting us 
up to the Lord. Blessings, Joey Falch [Our former Thrivent Representative.] 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own  understanding;  
in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. -

Proverbs 3:5-6 
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An Evangelical Minute 

Our Trust & God’s Steadfast Love 

 

     With this year’s Valentine’s Day, now a memory, I marvel once more how much we laud 
& celebrate this Day with party ware, candy, cards, decorations, in our stores.  For it is a 
retailer’s “dream” time for society spends quite a bit at this time about “love”. 
    We, as Christians, begin our Lenten Journey on Mar. 6, Ash Wednesday.  A time, when 
Christ began His ultimate journey towards His death on the cross, as Savior for all who, as 
believers, are saved from their sins.  Speaking of beginning our journey just as Author,  
Deaconess, Elizabeth Feddie, describes in her writing in Christ In Our Home, 2014.  I am 
including it in it’s entirety as it speaks to all: 
   “Humans are prone to worry, especially about the future, because life takes many         
unexpected twists & turns.  It’s as if we believe that focusing on our worry will make us    
better prepared should the worst happen.  Jesus cautions against allowing anxiety to      
overtake our lives, because anxiety can magnify the smallest events into catastrophes.  Not 
only does much of what we worry about never happen, worry uses energy that could be put 
to better use.   
    In place of worry, Jesus encourages us to trust.  That doesn’t mean we’ll have everything 
we think we should have or that life will be easy, but we will be more at peace.  We’ll have 
more clarity when we need to act and when we need to hold still.  We’ll be given deeper 
understanding about which plans are God’s leading and which stem from our anxiety.         
If we are honest with ourselves, there are times when coming to our God in prayer, our 
minds may be filled with serious worrying on something that can tear at the very fabric of 
our lives, such as a serious medical situation, a marital issue, or a work related issue.  
Here’s where I recall the teaching to our youngest children that God is ALWAYS with us, & 
at the ready to hear from us, to join with us to work at any problem we may face.  As we 
said, to choose not to worry requires a tremendous amount of trust.  Trust requires that we 
walk with God and learn something about God’s faithfulness.  Through the ups and downs 
of life, we learn God can be counted on to have our good at heart.”  And through it all, we 
will experience, first hand, His abiding & steadfast love for us.” 
        By now, most all of us have heard or read that the motto of the ELCA is, “God’s work, 
Our hands”.  So whatever we, as individuals, have been doing at church, for church, for  
individuals, for church or societal causes, both in person or by  donations fills the “ bill”.  
Further, keep in mind, however one is able to respond is what matters.  In this way, we 
bloom where we are planted!! 
 
                                Creating God, You know us better than we know ourselves.   Help us to 
bear witness to what we say & believe, for Christ’s sake.  O God, thank you for giving us 
hope through Christ.  Redeeming Lord, thank you for saving us from the slavery of sin.  
Lord of life-giving unity, fill us with your Holy Spirit.  Heal our hurtful divisions.  Bring your 
peace among us, through Christ.   
                                                   In Christ we pray,  Amen 
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First Lutheran Church Women -------- March 2019                
 

 Jesus said, “I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my father.”  John, 15: 15  

What a wonderful way for Jesus to think of us as His friends.  We continue to learn about Him as we study His 
word.  He is our friend and Savior.  He is our Comforter and so many more adjectives.  Just contemplate what 
Jesus is to you and you will see He fills all your needs. “ What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and 
griefs to bare, what a privilege to carry everything to Him in prayer.”  The old beloved song says it all.  

The morning and afternoon Circles are studying the book of John and the lesson for March is Meeting With 
Jesus, session three, Friends for life in Christ.  I hope you will feel Jesus’ friendship with you in studying 
this lesson. 

                                          Circles meet Tuesday March 12th in the church Library  

The Peace Circle meets at 9:45 a.m.         Faith Hope and Love meets at 1:30 p.m.  

Hostess:  Linda Euneau             Hostess: Liz Dokkestul 

Leader:    Ardie Littlefield            Leader: Maxine Poppe 

Jubilee Circle Meets Tuesday March 19th at 6 p.m. in the Library.  Leader: Rhonda Passolt   

This circle is using the DVD Series  “Uninvited” by Lysa Terkeurst.   You are all invited to join them in the 
church library.  Rhonda says to bring your own beverage and join them as they watch and  then enjoy a      
discussion.  If you have questions please call Rhonda at 715-634-1062 or email her at 
passolt0826@yahoo.com .   

The Women’s Weekly Study meets every Tuesday in the Library at the church from 8am—9:30. They enjoy 
a light breakfast and are in a new study called “Science and Religion”.  I know you would enjoy the study, this 
will be an interesting subject and I think you would enjoy the discussions that will follow. 

All of our Women’s Study Groups are open to all and you have a standing invitation to come and join 
any of the groups. 

News and updates:  

We will have had our General Meeting before the March First Word comes out.  I hope you were able to     
attend. Our circles’ meetings had to get postponed till the following week so the meeting fell on the same day, 
February the 19th.  We voted on our Love Gifts and these are distributed from the proceeds from the          
Scandinavian Dinner. The net proceeds from the dinner were $4,197.03.  We are grateful to all who made the 
Scandinavian Dinner possible. We were able distribute funds to First Lutheran, to Hayward/Sawyer Co., to the 
Northwest Synod, and to the World missions.   

We begin Lent with Ash Wednesday, March 6th and on May 13  will begin our noon Soup and Pie Lunches at 
11:00.  I hope you will partake of these or the evening service at 6pm.  The weekly services theme is:           
Waterworks: A Damp Slog Through John’s Gospel.  This sounds like a time of seeing what John has to 
say about Jesus teaching as he prepares his disciples and us for His sacrifice and our salvation.   

The ChildVoice project is being done by our faithful Cover Girls.  They plan on having 50 kits for shipping in 
the near future. It is a detailed project with many parts to the kit and specific directions.  We are grateful to all 
of you ladies who have taken on the project and to Maxine Poppe who has led the group.  Thank you to all of 
you.  

I hope the skiers had a wonderful race. We had enough snow and the country was beautiful. Whenever I think 
of the race I think of the verse in Hebrews 12:1,2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with    
perseverance the race marked out for us.   And then it continues, Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.  

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus this Lenten season.  

May God bless you and lead us all to Easter with a penitent and grateful Heart.   

           Blessings to you all, Linda Gordon FLCW Pres.  

mailto:passolt0826@yahoo.com
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 Jubilee Circle will meet on Tuesday, 
March 19th at 6:00 pm in the church 
library.  They will continue with the 

DVD Series “Uninvited”                           
by Lysa Terkeurst.  All are         

welcome.  Leader Rhonda Passolt, 
Hostess Rhonda Passolt.  For more 
information or questions, please         

contact Rhonda Passolt at            
715-563-2502 or 715-634-1062 or 

passolt0826@yahoo.com. 

                                                     

Rhonda Passolt 
(715) 634-1062 (home) 
(715) 563-2502(cell) 

PEACE CIRCLE  
WILL MEET      

Tuesday, March 12 
AT 

        9:45 AM 
       Ardie Littlefield  

      will Lead 
       Linda Euneau will be 

       THE HOSTESS  

Jubilee Circle  

 
Meets on March 12 at 

1:30 pm in the           
Church Library  
Maxine Poppe  
will Lead and  

Linda Dokkestul 
will be the Hostess 

Men’s Bible Group 
meets every week on Tuesdays            

at 8:00 am.  

They serve a light breakfast                     
at the meeting. 

 

 

 

Women’s Weekly 
Study meets every 
Tuesday at 8:00am 
in the Library at 
First Lutheran. 
 

They enjoy a light        
breakfast and are 

currently starting a 
DVD series on       

Science and Religion. 
All are welcome to   

attend. 

mailto:passolt0826@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjyxLaOtZHgAhVH9IMKHZd8AjwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstpatricksparish.com%2Floving-with-purpose-womens-study-group&psig=AOvVaw0E4K-ovdYFB9-3-e4qWzkE&ust=1548796963435949
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Choir Schedule 
The Choir will be singing at the following worship services 
 
        

 
  
          
Rehearsals will be on Wednesday evening immediately 

following the Lenten service. Please join us! 

The Spirit Within will play at the following Worship services:  

Thank you...Shelley, Julie, Ann, Rhonda 
Randy, Pete, Mike, Ray 

 
Practice times are every Thursday at 6:00pm 

March 3   10:00 
March 17   10:00 

Don’t Miss The Spirit Within & First Lutheran’s Senior Choir on March 3 

 

March 10  10:00 
March 17    8:00 
March 31    8:00 

“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the 
agitation of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent and 
delightful presents God has given us.”  Martin Luther 
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Altar Guild  members for the month 
of March are: 

 
Liz Dokkestul, Chairperson 

Tiffany Chipman 
Bonnie Larsen 
Barb Jacobsen 

Kathy Rasmussen 
Patti Stone 
Rose Frisch 

Barbara Williamson 
 

*Thank you for your willingness                
to serve*  

Communion Bread Makers  
      for the Month of March   

   
  Kris Neumann     March 2/3          
  Grete Schuenzel    March 6 
  Jean Purtell    March 9/10 
  Liz Dokkestul    March 16/17 
       Sharron Probyn   March 23/24 
  Sherry Beckman   March 30/31 
 

Eternal Candle Sponsors for March 
 

            Barb Klippel         in Memory of Jim Klippel 

    The Bratley Family    in Memory of Mary Bratley 

    Sandy Klevgard     in Memory of Dale Klevgard 

    Carol Nelson      in Memory of her mother,                    

                   Edna Webber, on the     

                Anniversary of her birthday,  

                St. Patrick’s Day  

 

Please sign up on the golden sheets on the back  
of the burgundy cart if you wish to be a sponsor. 

 

$47,040 

Community Kitchen Project 
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A Message from Your Youth and Education Director 

 

 

 

                                        

March 2019 
 
As my final paper for my first college course I chose the topic about 
the Parable of the Sower. This is one of my most favorite lessons 
within the  Bible. Maybe it has to do with the fact that it reminds me of 
my grandpa’s farm or maybe it reminds me of my faith. Either way, it 
is a story that moves me.  
 

My grandpa passed away when I was 8 years old but my memories of him are so vivid. He 
was a dairy and crop farmer. Every morning and evening he would stand in the middle of 
the driveway, pick up dirt and let it flow through his hands back to the ground. He told me 
he did this because the way the dirt fell would tell him what his crops needed. And yes, as 
a small child I had no clue what this meant until now.  
 
Jesus teaches us in parables. Some parables we understand instantly and some we have 
to be patient and faithful to see. Jesus doesn’t give us a direct answer to our questions 
and prayers, as He wants us to fill our minds and hearts with God to find the meaning. The 
Parable of the Sower is just that. In a nutshell this story tells us how we know what kind of 
disciple we are. Do we hear God’s word, believe it, and then continue life as we did before 
hearing it? Do we hear God’s word but are too blocked by sin to believe it? Do we hear 
God’s word but are too crowded with personal gains to receive it? Do we hear God’s word,     
cherish it, and work it every day?  
 
Faith in our Lord needs daily work. God made us human and as humans he made us       
sinners. Life happens. Struggles are real. Every day is not sunshine and rainbows. But, 
Jesus reminds us that our journeys are never alone, our sorrows are never forgotten, and 
our pains are only temporary. God is always watching, Jesus is always walking beside us 
and the Holy Spirit is always within us.  
 
Lenten season is upon us. As we embrace the 40 days of Jesus and prepare for his death 
and resurrection, I see this parable even more clear. God gave us Jesus as a way to show 
his faith in us as humans, Jesus gave us himself to show us how deep His love is for us 
and the Holy Spirit gave us light and strength to endure our human lives. Jesus tells us in 
Luke 8:8 “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  Let’s plant our seeds in 
God and our faith as we would for our flowers and vegetables. Good soil, well maintained, 
cared for daily.  
 
Tiffany Chipman 
Youth & Education Director 

 

March Calendar Items 
 
3rd: Hayward Youth Sledding Day 2pm-4pm   Cancelled 
6th: Hayward Youth Network Meeting 1pm (Room 4) 
9th:  Easter Fundraising Begins  
9th: Middle School Event: Christ Jam & Lock-In  
17th: Youth Led Worship 10am 
17th: Easter Program Rehearsal 6:30pm 
19th: Youth Committee Meeting 1pm (Library) 
24th: Easter Program Rehearsal 6:30pm 
26th Terrific Tuesday Bowling Day @ Angler’s 
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Terrific Tuesday Bowling Party T 
Tuesday, March 26 
 
It is time for our annual bowling and pizza party at 
Angler’s.Cost: $5/student 
Students will be picked up at both Primary and Intermediate 
Schools and walk to Angler’s.  

Youth committee meetings are now scheduled for the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month at 1:00pm. New members are welcome.  

Wednesday Nite Live:  
 
It is time for our Lenten season again. This will bring a change to our Wednesday 
youth events.  
     
Worship time is moved to 6pm and class times will follow until 7:30pm.  
 
Pre-Confirmation (4th-5th Grade Students): will continue to learn the Fruits of the 
Spirit and start on the Easter story. Students will sit together during worship time and 
head to class afterwards.  
 
Confirmation (6th-8th Grade Students): will change from regular classroom to mentor 
discussions. All students will sit with mentors during worship and head to fellowship 
hall for discussions afterwards. Refreshments and light snacks will be available at each 
table.  
 
High School Youth Group: will continue to meet as usual  
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What’s All the Buzz?  
 
During Lent our youth education classes will have 
a loose coin donation challenge. Each class will 
have a quart size milk jug to fill with coins. The 
money collected will be donated to the ELCA 
Global Hunger Challenge.  
 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin has divided our        
conferences into animals to donate and we have 
been given Honeybees. This means our donation 
will go to providing Honeybees to struggling          
nations, so they can produce more food.  
 
Classes will be divided as follows:  
 
Sunday school & Terrific Tuesdays (Pre-K 
through 3rd grade) 
Pre-Confirmation & Confirmation (4th-8th grade) 
High School Youth Group (9th-12th grade) 
 
Prizes will be awarded.  
 
Class who raised the most 
Class that filled their jug first 
Class that had the most participation 
 
And above all…Global Hunger Wins!!!!  
 
***All donations must be coins (no paper       
money).  
Jugs will be out at every class time.  
 
Let the Buzzing begin!!!!  

Youth Easter Program:  
“Resurrection Eggs” 

 
Rehearsals begin for our Youth  

Easter Program.  
 

6:30-7:30pm 
Sunday Evenings 

03/17 & 03/24 

 
Join us for our Youth 

Easter Program:   
Resurrection Eggs 

Sunday, April 28th 10am  
(this will be in lieu of our regular 

worship) 
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 March 3, 2019 

 Transfiguration of our Lord 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, 
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, this is my Son, My Chosen, listen to him!  
Alleluia. (Luke 9:35) 

Readings and Psalm 

Exodus 34:29-35  

Moses’ face shone. 

Psalm 99 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord; worship upon God’s holy hill. (Ps. 99:9 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

We will be transformed. 

Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a] 

Jesus is transfigured on the mountain. 

Color  White 

 

      
   March 17, 2019 

 Second Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise         
everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and 
shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. (John 3:14-15) 

Readings and Psalm 

Genesis 15:112, 17-18 

The covenant with Abram 

Psalm 27 

In the day of trouble, God will give me shelter. (Ps 27:5) 

Phillippians 3:17-4:1 

Our citizenship is in heaven 

Luke 13:31-35 

A hen gathering her brood 

Color  Purple 

 

  March 24, 2019                                                   

  Second Sunday in Lent 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world 
through the life, death, and resurrection of you Son. Help us to hear 
your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our 
lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Jesus began to proclaim, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near. (Matt. 4-17) 

Readings and Psalm 

Isaiah 55:1-9 

Come to the water 

Psalm 63:1-8 

O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you. (Ps. 63:1) 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Israel, baptized in cloud and seas 

Luke 13:1-9 

The parable of the fig tree 

Color  Purple 

      

  March 10, 2019 

  First Sunday in Lent 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the 
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely 
through the wilderness of this word toward the life you alone can give, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and forever. 

Gospel Acclamation                 
One does not live by bread alone. But by every word that comes from the mouth 
of God. (Matt. 4:4) 

Readings and Psalm 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Saved from Egypt 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all your ways.              
(Ps. 91-11)  

Romans 10:8b-13 

You will be saved 

Luke 4:1-13 

The temptation of Jesus 

Color  Purple 

 Lectionary Readings 

                                                         Lectionary continued on page 14 
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A food donation bin is located in 
the Narthex at all times and the 
food is picked up each Monday 

morning. Your food or monetary 
donations would be greatly 

appreciated.  Please note that 
monetary donations for the food 
shelf should be brought to the 

Church office. 
 
We are still in need of  members 

to join our  
Outreach Team 

 
If you are interested, please let 

the Church office or  
Carol Knudson know. Thanks for 

considering this important mission  
of our Church. 

The Outreach Committee 
will meet on Wednesday, 

March 6, 2019 at 
5:30pm  

 
2019 Grief Support Schedule 

 
Six-Week Groups 

   
  March7-April 11 
    Thursdays 1:00—2:30pm 
  First Lutheran Church 
  10680 North Main Street 
  Hayward, WI 
        
              - OR- 
  
  September 12-October 17 
  Thursdays 1:00pm—2:30pm 
  First Lutheran Church 
  10680 North Main Street 
  Hayward, WI 
 
 
 

 

The Community Grief Ongoing 
Monthly Support Group  

continues to meet on the                     
2nd Thursday afternoon  

    at 1:00 to 3:00 pm at                

       First Lutheran Church.  

This is a program of education and  
renewal for any person who has          

experienced loss through the death of 
a loved one.  

From now on, the         
Outreach Committee will 
meet at 5:30pm on the 

First Wednesday of  

EVERY ODD MONTH 
January, March, May, July,  

September, November 

Theology on Tap 

7pm—9pm on   

March 12 

at Coop’s Pizza 

    March 31, 2019 

   Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

Prayer of the Day 

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your 
mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at 
the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Gospel Acclamation 

I will arise and go to my father and say, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you. (Luke 15:18) 

Readings and Psalm 

Joshua 5:9-12 

Israel eats bread and grain 

Psalm 32 

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. (Ps. 32-11) 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

The mystery and ministry of reconciliation. 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

The parable of the living father 

Color  Purple 

Lectionary Readings Continued... 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcomps.canstockphoto.com%2Fmonochrome-contour-with-jesus-child-and-clip-art-vector_csp44151365.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canstockphoto.com%2Fmonochrome-contour-with-jesus-child-and-44151365.html&doc
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COMMUNITY 
MEAL 

Every Wednesday 
Night 

At 5:00 pm 
 
 
 

~THANK YOU~  
 

 ~ Rhonda Passolt~ 
 

   For overseeing the month of 
February 

 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

A community meal is served in Fellowship Hall here at First         
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.   
 
The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a 
free will donation.  The meals are nutritious and are prepared 
and served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as 
well as volunteers within the community.   
 
If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the     
sign-up sheets on the cart located on the left side of the 
Church as you enter.  See who is in charge for the month and 
give them  call or sign-up to help.  
      

Thank you to the  
February  Weekly Wednesday Night Supper Sponsors 
 
 6th  The Spirit Within 

13th   Lori Clifford and the 4 Leaf Clover 4 H Club 

20th   Jeff Hubbard and the FLC Council 

27th   Kris Thompson and the Ascension Church 

 
Welcome First Word Last Bite recipe sharing column.   

If you have a favorite recipe, please submit to  
Carol Mooney Williamson at carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net  

Cheese Spread                                           Recipe by Carol Knudson 

 
1 loaf French bread 
1 lb longhorn cheese 
1 lb brick cheese. 
Grate cheese and mix with 1/4 cup oil, then add items below 

1 small can ripe olives 
1 small can Ortega chiles  
1 small can tomato sauce 
6 hard boiled eggs (chopped) 
Add salt & pepper or garlic salt  
Spread on each half of french bread and broil until browned. 

This freezes well 
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The Card Ladies  

 will be meeting on 
Tuesday, March 5 at 

9:30 am 
 
 

Our new greeting card 
creations are from donated 
birthday, anniversary and 

sympathy cards.  Check out 
our display located in the 
Narthex near the main 

entrance.  Our prices are 
reasonable! 

 
 

 
The Cover Girls will 
meet on Thursday,  

March 14th 
and March 21 
 at 9:00 am  

 
 
 

Our group makes quilts 
which are given to 

Lutheran World Relief, 
as well as to various 

needs within the 
Hayward community. 

 
Everyone is welcome to 

join our group.  You don’t 
need to be a seamstress 
— if you can tie a knot 

and enjoy fellowship, you 
can be a Cover Girl! 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

 
Donations of crochet 
thread are greatly 

appreciated. 

 
Purls of  will meet 
on March 16 at 9:30 

 
Hostess is Liz Dokkestul 

Devotions lead by   
Carol Schmidt 

 
We are an on-going 

outreach ministry for 
those in need of comfort 

and prayer, or are 
celebrating a special 

occasion.   
 
We knit or crochet prayer 
shawls from yarn that has 
been donated to us.  These 

beautiful creations are 
then blessed and given to 
friends and relatives so 

that they may feel the love 
of our Lord and Savior. 

 
 

Purls of Prayer 

 
 

Sanctuary Lighting Project 
We have met $18,668 of our $40,000 

goal! 
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Welcome New Members! 

New Member Recognition – April 14, 2019 

Potluck Immediately following the worship service! 

 

New members will be received on Sunday, April 14, 2019 at the 10:00 a.m. worship 
service. If you are interested or know of someone who is interested in joining our 
church family, please contact David or Patty Van Landschoot (members of the new 
member committee) at 715-634-0379 or the church office. Everyone is welcome to 
join our church family! 

New member orientation sessions will be held on Sunday, April 7, 2019 in the 
church library and another on Wednesday, April 10 in the church library. New 
members are not required to attend the sessions (you only need to attend one) but 
are strongly encouraged to attend as it will help to familiarize you with all that our 
church has to offer. 

There will be a potluck lunch immediately following the worship service on April 

14th to celebrate not only our newest members, but our entire church family! 
Please plan to come and bring your favorite hot dish, salad or dessert to share! Help 
us to welcome or new family members with great food, fellowship and fun. 

                                 

“Funny” Courtesy of Pat Olson   

Country Capers Presents: 

PASSAGE TO EASTERN EUROPE and  

TRANSYLVANIA  

Departure August 26, 2019 

Bulgaria—Croatia—Hungary—Romania—Serbia 

Brochures are available in the Church Office 

Join us on a journey of a lifetime! Cruising 
the Danube is beautiful this time of year! 

Space is still available, but certain cabin categories are selling 
out. 

Contact Jan Wege at 715-634-8101 or at 

muskymania@centurytel.net 
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MOVIE NIGHT ~  & More 

Thanks, Connie Schield, for sharing! 
 

   
 
 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIE 

                                                                                   

Friday, March 15  

5:30 Pizza and Movie 

                                                 

                                                     
Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor? Takes an 
intimate look at  
America’s favorite 
neighbor: Mister Fred 
Rogers. A portrait of a 
man whom we all think we 
know, this emotional and 
moving film takes us 
beyond the zip-up 
cardigans and the land of 
make-believe, and into 
the heart of a creative 
genius who inspired 
generations of children 
with compassion and 
limitless imagination. 

 

 

  Pizza and beverages will be      
served in the Fellowship hall. 

Please send  ALL ARTICLES TO  
Carol Mooney Williamson  

carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 
by the 20th of the month before 

Won’t You Be My  

Neighbor? 

All Are Welcome! 

Gayle and Wallie Meisner— 

“Hello” from your baby!! 
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Waterworks: A Damp Slog Through John’s Gospel 
                     Services 
Ash Wednesday       March 6         Noon and 6pm 

 The Waters of Renewal—John 1:19-42 

Second Wednesday of Lent    March 13  Soup & Pie 11:00 Noon and 6pm  

 The Waters of Religion—John 2:1-11    

Third Wednesday of Lent     March 20  Soup & Pie 11:00 Noon and 6pm   

 The Waters of Survival—John 4:1-42 

Fourth Wednesday of Lent  March 27  Soup & Pie 11:00 Noon and 6pm 

 The Waters of Superstition—John 5:1-18 

Fifth Wednesday of Lent   April 3   Soup & Pie 11:00 Noon and 6pm 

 The Waters of Community—John 6:1-14 

Sixth Wednesday of Lent   April 10   Soup & Pie 11:00 Noon and 6pm 

 Troublesome Waters—John 6:14-21 

Palm Sunday       April 14         5:00 Sat    8:00 & 10:00 Sun  

Maundy Thursday      April 18         6:00pm 

Good Friday       April 19         6:00pm 

Vigil of Easter       April 20         5:00pm 

Easter Sunday       April 21   7:30 Breakfast  6:30am, 8:00am, 10:00 

                9:00 Easter Games 

 

Resurrection—The Waters of Mission—John 21:1-19     
       

May A. Farley 
 

May 4, 1919 to  November 2, 2018  

 
Memorial service was held on Saturday, November 10, 2018 at 11:00 am.  

May is survived by her daughter, Lavada Hodd of Hayward, WI; a son, Joseph (Carole) Far-
ley of Madison, WI;  nine grandchildren, ten great-grandchildren and twenty-two great-
great          grandchildren; one sister, Viola Nagel; and one brother, Wayland Jacobson. 

Funeral services were held at First Lutheran Church at 11:00 a.m. on February 25,  2019 

Pastor Joel Bacon, Officiated 

Rebecca Iverson, Organist              Ken Frame, Soloist 

Ruth M. Trettin 

October 31, 1920—February 14, 2019 

  Ruth is survived by her three children, Pamela J. Swanson of Hayward, WI., Patrick Nelson of 
Chamdler, AZ., Norman Nelson of Belton, TX., step children. Carl, Edith and Donna; eleven        

grandchildren; thirteen great grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; husbands, Mervin Nelson and Don Trettin; son, Bob 
Thibedeau; daughter, Barb Trettin; son-in-law Rollin Swanson; daughter-in-law, Nancy Nelson;  

eleven siblings; and great grandsons, Dayne and Drew Schlapper. 
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We have several online ways to contribute 
to First Lutheran Church ministries. 

 
 

Give+ Mobile 
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to 

make convenient credit or debit card 
donations quickly through your Android or 

Apple phones.  
 

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to 
use.  Simply go to the App Store and 

search for  “give plus Church” to download 
and start donating today. 

 
Automatic withdrawal from your banking 
account.  You may set  the amount of your 

contribution, the date, the frequency. 
Contact the office for more information. 

 
Upcoming Events 

Be sure to continue to visit First 
Lutheran’s website for the latest in 
events that can be found in the box 

titled “Coming Up!” on the home page. 
 

Daily Devotionals 
Check out the home page: there is a new 

devotional every day sponsored by 
Luther Seminary titled God Pause Daily 
Devotion.  Clicking on the devotion box 
will take you to the entire devotional.   

 
Weekly Sermons 

Sermons are available the following 
Monday and are available for four 

weeks. 
 

If you have additional ideas for our 
website or updates, please contact Sue 
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net 

 “Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by 
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the ELCA.  
Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with clergy 
on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors to the 
area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation are not 
a part of their daily lives.  The cost per broadcast is $30.  

We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments on radio station 
WRLS-FM (92.3).  These segments air at 8:30am every Sunday. The sponsorship of a 
broadcast may be in honor of a person, or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one 
and is open to all. 

 

 

Check out our First Lutheran Church 
Website at: 

http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org 

Jan 10   Weekly Sponsor   In Memory of Don Harms 
       ( by Judy Harms and family) 

Jan 24  Weekly Sponsor  In Memory of Doug Wikum  and Bill and Diane Weinstock 
              ( by Jane Wikum and family) 
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 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America God's work.  Our 
hands. 

We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new. 

 We are deeply rooted.  The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America is still 
comparatively new as a Church body, and 
yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 
years together.  The taproot of our life 
extends through the histories of 
predecessor Churches in the United 
States, through the formative witness of 
the 16th century evangelical reformers and 
their confessional writings, to the 
Scriptures and the word of Christ.  Our life 
is in Jesus Christ.  We are deeply rooted in 
his word of forgiveness and the promises of 
God’s steadfast love and mercy.  The word 
of Christ dwells in us richly.  God nourishes 
us as one body in Jesus Christ with 
companions from around the globe who 
meet us at Christ’s table of grace. 

We are being made new every day.  In Jesus 
Christ we are not unchanged.  What God does 
in Christ is as radical as the death and 
resurrection of baptism, where new creatures 
in Christ rise to live “no longer for themselves, 
but for him who died and was raised for them.”  
God is bringing that new creation to life among 
us in the ministry of reconciliation.  In that 
service we no longer see each other as we did 
before.  We are no longer strangers, 
competitors or enemies to each other.  We are 
beloved companions in one body, restored to a 
communion where the rich diversity of our 
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the 
common good in Christ.  The new creation in 
Christ rises to life among us every day. 

Joel Bacon       Pastor          pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Jeannette Siemers    Business Manager      jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Carol Mooney Williamson Office Manager       carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Tiffany Chipman    Youth and Education Director  tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Ray Austin       Building and Grounds     ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Patty Van Landschoot  Choir Director       davidjv@centurytel.net 

Rebecca Iverson    Organist         beckyiverson@charter.net 

Patty Treland     Volunteer Coordinator     ptreland@gmail.com 

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

If you would like to 
submit information for 

the weekly bulletin, it is 
due to  

Carol Williamson by 
4:00pm each Wednesday 

FIRST WORD 
  ALL ARTICLES for the First 
Word newsletter are to be sent 

to Carol at 
carolmw@firstlutheranhawyardwi

.net   

by 4:00pm before the  
20th of each month  

If anyone is in Christ... …there is a new creation 

OFFICE HOURS 

• Monday - Thursday 

       8:30—4:00 

• Friday                   

      8:30—12:00 
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Teri Ager 
Celia Anderson 

James Anderson 
Alecia Austin 

Terrell Boettcher 
Billy Cline 

Kerri Crosby 
Catherine Cushman 

Noel Estenson 
Joey Falch 

Carmen Gillis 
Diane Hedin 
Jane Hoivik 

Brad Johnson 
 Matthew Kraemer 

Denise Leasure 
Janyce Link 

Dode Marquardt 
Marilyn McIntosh 

Paul Moltzau 
Gene Nelson 

Michael Nelson 
Nicki Niepert 

Jon Nymo 
Jim Probyn 
Suzy Ruoss 

John Schuenzel 
Joe Sisco 

Dorene Snider 
 Don Sulley 

Arvid Vallem 
Bert Wege 
Liz Webber 

Nathan Whitcomb 
Barbara Williamson 

 

CARE CENTERS 

Hayward Health 
Center        
 (Formerly Golden 
Valley)        
10775 Nyman Avenue 

 Liz Webber 
 

Country Terrace                                               
10260 White Birch Lane                                
Hayward, WI 54843 

 

Water’s Edge                                               
11044 N State Rd 77                                    
Hayward, WI 54843 

     Care Center 
 Irene Byerly 
 Ralph and Carol Cornell 
 Jane Hoivick 
 Colleen Moreland 
 Gene Nelson 
 Paul Pedersen 

     Assisted Living 
   Clare Jacobson 
 Vi Jacobson 
 Karen Luebke 
   Dorothy Persson 

 
John Jaeckel 

Caring and Praying 

CHRONIC/LONG-TERM ILLNESS 

Aspen Acres     
10214 Rock Creek Rd                                                                           
Hayward, WI 54843 

 Irene Ahrenkiel 
 Mel Friske 

Care Partners Assisted Living   
15497 Pinewood Drive                                                                                 
Hayward, WI 54843 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Service Mar 3 
at 9:45 am 

Service Mar 3  
at 10:30 am 

Service Mar 3 
at 11:15 am 
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2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

24 25 26 27 Feb 28 1 2
5:00 PM  Worship

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:00 AM  Worship Easter Fundraising Begins

9:05 AM  Adult Forum 9:30 AM  Card Ladies 5:00 PM  Worship

9:30 AM  Sunday School 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting

10:00 AM  Worship

5:30 PM  Outreach

3:15 PM  Terrific Tuesdays

6:00 PM  Ash Wednesday 

Service6:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
8:00 AM  Worship 9:00 AM  Cover Girls 9:30 AM  Purls of Prayer

5:00 PM  Worship

12:00 PM  Lenten Service

9:05 AM  Adult Forum 9:45 AM  Peace Circle

9:30 AM  Sunday School 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting

10:00 AM  Worship 4:00 PM  Personnel

3:15 PM  Terrific Tuesdays 6:00 PM  Lenten Service

6:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM  Theology On Tap

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
8:00 AM  Worship 8:45 AM  Pastor-GHAMA 9:00 AM  Cover Girls 5:00 PM  Worship

9:05 AM  Adult Forum 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting 12:00 PM  Lenten Service

9:30 AM  Sunday School

3:15 PM  Terrific Tuesdays

6:00 PM  Lenten Service

6:30 PM  Easter Program 

Rehearsal

4:00 PM  GHAMA Water's 

Edge Communion

6:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM  Jubilee Circle--

Library24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:00 AM  Worship 5:00 PM  Worship

12:00 PM  Lenten Service

9:05 AM  Adult Forum

9:30 AM  Sunday School

10:00 AM  Worship 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting

6:00 PM  Lenten Service

6:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal

31 Apr 1
8:00 AM  Worship

9:05 AM  Adult Forum

9:30 AM  Sunday School

10:00 AM  Worship

3:00 PM  Greater Good 

Bowling

5:00 PM  Community 

Supper

6:00 PM  Wednesday Nite 

Live

8:30 AM  Men at Work 

Projects

1:00 PM  Grief Support - 

Weekly

6:00 PM  The Spirit Within 

Rehearsal

9:00 AM  Coffee & 

Fellowship

6:00 PM  Wednesday Nite 

Live

1:00 PM  Grief Support - 

Weekly

6:00 PM  The Spirit Within 

Rehearsal

9:00 AM  Coffee & 

Fellowship

3:00 PM  Greater Good 

Bowling

6:30 PM  Easter Program 

Rehearsal

7:30 AM  Humane Society 

of US

8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 

& Women's Weekly Study

3:15 PM  Terrific Tuesdays - 

Bowling @ Angler's

11:00 AM  Soup & Pie 

Luncheon

5:30 PM  Friday Night Movie

9:00 AM  Coffee & 

Fellowship

10:00 AM  Worship - Youth 

Led

3:00 PM  Greater Good 

Bowling

1:30 PM  Bluestocking 

Book Club - Library

8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 

& Women's Weekly Study

1:00 PM  Youth Committee 

Meeting - Youth

3:15 PM  GHAMA Hayward 

Health Communion

11:00 AM  Soup & Pie 

Luncheon

5:00 PM  Community 

Supper

5:00 PM  Sawyer County 

Connecting for Kids

11:00 AM  Soup & Pie 

Luncheon

5:00 PM  Community 

Supper

6:00 PM  Wednesday Nite 

Live

1:00 PM  Grief Support 

Monthly

1:00 PM  Grief Support - 

Weekly

6:00 PM  The Spirit Within 

Rehearsal

9:00 AM  Coffee & 

Fellowship

3:00 PM  Greater Good 

Bowling

4:30 PM  CC Exec Meeting-

Library

5:30 PM  Congregational 

Council

8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 

& Women's Weekly Study

1:30 PM  Faith, Hope & 

Love Circle

1:00 PM  Hayward Youth 

Network Meeting - Rm 4

5:00 PM  Community 

Supper

6:00 PM  Wednesday Nite 

Live

9:45 AM  Aspen Acres 

Communion

10:30 AM  Hayward Health 

Communion

11:15 AM  Water's Edge 

Communion

1:00 PM  Grief Support - 

Weekly

6:00 PM  The Spirit Within 

Rehearsal

March

Notes

Middle School Event:  Lock-

In

9:00 AM  Coffee & 

Fellowship

3:00 PM  Greater Good 

Bowling

5:30 PM  Paws for 

Appreciation

8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 

& Women's Weekly Study

10:45 AM  Music & Worship

12:00 PM  Ash Wednesday 

Service
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. Box 346 
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Worship With Us! 
Saturday—5:00 pm 

Sunday—8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Everyone is Welcome! 

10680 Main Street 

Hayward, Wisconsin 

715-634-2141  

www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org 
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