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First Lutheran Church Mission Statement:
A Congregation of Christ’s baptized people being led by the Spirit to serve God within our broader community by:
Celebrating the presence of God ~ Cultivating the spiritual growth of members ~
Caring for the needs of all people ~ Communicating Christ to all.

From the Pastor’s Desk
They say that the two most insidious forms of fiction are romance and nostalgia –
which pretty much rules out watching the Hallmark Channel this time of year. I
do know that I find myself nostalgic for the Christmases of my past. The smell of
lefse on my grandparents’ wood burning cook stove. All of us little cousins
gathering to play with the new stuff. Eating! It was a simpler time.
Pastor Joel Bacon

Or did the important adults in my life just make it seem that way?

For the first ten years of my life there was a war going on in Vietnam and it was
very divisive in the country. Charles Manson’s Helter Skelter thing happened. Terrorists killed Israeli athletes
at the Olympic Games. There was a profound recession and an oil embargo. And do you know what my
parents and grandparents did about it? They took me to baseball practice and baseball games. We had an
annual trip to watch the Twins play. We ate dinner every night at 5:30pm. Us kids bowled in a youth bowling
league. We had clean clothes and good food and after church we watched football for three hours every
Sunday. Then, before we shrunk our brains by watching Hee-Haw, we made homemade pizza, viewed
Hee-Haw, and then watched Disney. Now my parents might have been worried about the economy, and
politics (I guess Watergate happened, too), and health care, and the Communists, and drugs, and keeping the
car running, and retirement. But if they were worried about those things they certainly didn’t burden me
with those anxieties.
My parents had grown up with quarantine, with measles, mumps, rubella, scarlet fever, diphtheria, and
polio. I grew up with…..chickenpox. I had all the childhood aches and pains and the teen neuroses and angst
typical for everyone. But it was a simpler time for me. It is easy to be nostalgic for it, not because it was
better and life was truly simpler, but because I was a child and the adults were adults. The adults didn’t
burden us with adult problems, we would slide into them soon enough, the adults did the adult work of
providing for us the basics and giving us chances to experience wonder.
That is now the job my wife and I have stepped into. We do not shield our children from the realities of life
but we let them be children full of awe and wonder. We are the establishers of boundaries and creators of
quirky traditions. We pay the bills while they sleep. We plan the meals and the shopping and the
maintenance. They help us, they have chores, but the burden of scheduling, the internal calendar-plannerspreadsheet-budget that clogs the adult mind, we keep to ourselves. The children will have to be adults soon
enough.
And that is as it should be. I am not jealous of my children and their ‘free time’ – that would be unhealthy
and more akin to a sibling rivalry. I had a good childhood because I was surrounded by good adults. It is my
duty now to be a good adult. And the fulfillment of duty, oddly enough, has a goodness to it as well that I
could never have imagined as a child taking out the trash. The Spanish poet Tagore penned this:
I slept and dreamt that life was joy.
I woke and found that life was duty.
I acted . . . and behold . . . duty was joy.
We now enjoy Christmas as the adults. We provide the environment in which others can find joy. And that is
quite enjoyable. It makes me even think that Christmas has its gifts at every stage in life.
Nostalgia and romance are insidious forms of fiction when we do not mature and we resent others for not
making things just the way we imagine they should be. But nostalgia and romance can also be reminders that
we have benefitted our whole lives from the hard work and love of the generations before us. And, when we
embrace our role in the generational dance, we find the joy God has planted in every age of life.
Merry Christmas Past. Merry Christmas Present. Merry Christmas Future.
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Congregational Council Highlights
December 11, 2017
Invite, Include, Inspire
The Council voted to give the $305.00
Thanksgiving offering to Operation
Christmas to help cover expenses.
The numbers are all in for the Church’s
proposed January – December 2018
budget. Copies will be available on a cart
in the Narthex beginning December
16 . The Council approved the budget
and will recommend passage at the
Congregation
meeting
on
Sunday,
January 21 . An informative budget
meeting will be held on Wednesday
January 10 at 4:00 PM in Room 4 at
Church.
th

st

th

The Council has approved the revival of a
Stewardship Committee to serve our
Church. Pastor Bacon, Jeff Hubbard
and Bruce Schmidt will lead this
committee and are asking for volunteers
to join them. Please consider being part
of sustaining the health and growth of
our ministries.
The Congregation will celebrate with
Pastor Bacon and his family his 25
Anniversary of his Ordination. We will
host a potluck following the 10:45
service on January 28 in the fellowship
hall. Kim Stevens and the Council will
coordinate this event with help from the
congregation. A special offering will be
held on this weekend in honor of this
milestone. The Pastor wishes these
funds to initiate a new lighting project
for the Sanctuary. Four new large
chandeliers are planned to make our
worship experience more glorifying than
ever.

th

Join us on Sunday evenings at the
Riverside Bowling Al;ley at 6:30 pm

th

We are the GREATER GOOD!

The Council has approved Jan Wege to
begin promoting a river cruise in the
Balkans in 2019.
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Evangelical Minute
Our Challenge: Preparing the Way of the Lord
If we admit it, all of us were caught up, once more, in the “Kingdom of our World”. How can this
be? Think about it for a moment. How many forces were pulling us in a myriad of directions? We were
getting ready for Christmas by shopping, writing out Christmas cards, planning menus, cleaning
house. Oh, did I forget to mention, we were observing the various aspects of Advent, so important in our
faith journey, at church? Advent, with its promises of new beginnings comes to us during the cold and
dark of winter. Yet, we know what lies ahead. The promise of spring lies just ahead with its warmth and
renewal of nature.
Think how many years God promised a savior for the peoples of that day. We know that many
expected a strong leader; someone who could step into troubles and prevail. They did not certainly
expect an infant, or one born of parents of such lowly means.
We have the advantage of knowing “the rest of the story”. We know that with the birth of Jesus, God’s
only Son, mankind then and forevermore, is promised that Emmanuel, God with us, is about new
beginnings. A promise is made, that in the darkness of Advent or night, wherever or however we are
found, He is always with us. Further, here in this newborn, rested an ultimate sacrifice for sin and a model
of the godly life. Through this holy birth, we of faith are saved from our sins and equipped to go forth in
His name to love and to help others as we have been loved and helped. What a beautiful scenario and
truth and promise God has brought forth through the gift of Jesus for us!
Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the gift of our salvation. We have not earned it. We do not deserve it. The very least
we can do to thank you, is to work to share the Good News with others. We ask your help to work in
ways among your people in this effort.
In Christ, Amen

Blessings to Pastor Joel on the
25th Anniversary of his Ordination

With prayers of gratitude and joy for all his faithful work, a special offering will be collected
to rejoice in this silver anniversary on January 28th with all money going toward a lighting
project for the sanctuary, which will involve four large chandeliers.
“For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves?
Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.” Luke 22:27
Sherry Beckman

Church Council Member
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First Lutheran Church Women January 2018
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light
Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shine
Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased its Joy;” Isaiah 9: 2a-3a
Our Epiphany, This wonderful gift of our Savior.
The New Year has begun, thou I am writing this ten days before Christmas. What a wonderful way to
end 2017 at First Lutheran. We are a busy Church and we work hard to be what Jesus wants us to be, a
caring, loving, and welcoming Church. We have members who are tireless in their gifts of time, talents,
and monies to see that we outreach. God Bless you all. I again want to thank all those who baked
cookies for the shut-ins. We were able to see the smiling faces of fifty-four people who were reminded
that we at First Lutheran care about them. The FLCW had a Christmas Tea early in December and I was
delighted to see it well attended and we enjoyed singing carols and learning why traditions continue
down the years. And today on the 15 of December we will graciously and tirelessly give two hundred
and ten boxes of food and gifts to bring Joy to those who may not have had a Merry Christmas. We
thank you “Jesus” that you nudge us to be your hands and heart. May God continue to bless this Church
in the New Year.
th

The Morning and Afternoon Circles will begin a new sturdy called “Multiple meanings: Learning from
other interpretations, a four session Bible Study by Mark Allan Powell. It will be taken from the
Gather Magazine. Our first session is: Washing Hands with Distant Hearts (Mark 7; 1-12). Session two:
Prepare The Way of The Lord (Luke 3:3-17) Session three: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 30-37) and
Session four: The Prodigal Son (Luke 15: 11-32). This will take us to May. If you would like to join one
of these circles please contact me, Linda Gordon, or Ardala Littlefield or Pat Olson. We are a group of
ladies who are enjoying studying God’s word together. All are welcome. We meet on the second
Tuesday of the month.
The evening circle Jubilee meets on the third Tuesday and is led by Rhonda Passolt . If you are a
working woman or prefer an evening study this is a perfect time to meet with other women who have
busy days as you do. They are studying from a DVD called “God is Closer Than You Think”. This circle
meets in the evening at 6pm at the Church. I know you would be welcomed and they would love to
have you join them. Contact Rhonda and she will give you details and welcome you.
Morning and Afternoon Circles will meet Tuesday January 9 at the Church.
th

Peace Circle meet at 9:45 am
Hostess: Pat Olson
Leader: Ardala Littlefield

Faith Hope and Love Circle meet at 1:30pm
Hostess: Maxine Poppe
Leader: Carol Nelson

Jubilee Circle Meets Tuesday January 16 at 6:00pm at the Church
Hostess and Leader: Rhonda Passolt
th
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First Lutheran Church Women January 2018
Updates:
1) The General Meeting will be held On February 20th watch for time and place.
2) Our Thank Offering Service will be held in February. This is in the planning stages.
3) We are planning on sending Examination Gloves to Lilongwe, Malawi a small rural hospital that is doing
surgeries without these necessary gloves. We can send a box of rubber gloves in the US for between $10 and
$15 for 100 pairs of gloves. Their need is immediate. If you are interested in helping please leave an envelope
in the Church office marked Malawi Project FLCW. We will order the gloves and send to The Malawi Project,
Indianapolis, Indiana. Thank You!
I want to wish all of you a Happy New Year and May Jesus’ Light Shine on all of you. Pray for those who need
God to come close, and touch those who need healing, comfort, and strength.

In His service, Linda Gordon, FLCW President

Christmas Tea Luncheon
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Thank you for the many kindnesses, gifts and card I received this
Christmas season and throughout the year. It is an honor to work withand for so many loving, generous people. Each year as First Lutheran
completes Operation Christmas, I am overwhelmed at the good you do
in this community and am proud to be a part of this congregation. I am
appreciative for where God has placed me for this time in my life.
God blessings to each of you.

Carol Mooney Williamson

Thank you so much for the wonderful gifts, cards and goodies. All
were wonderful and so much appreciated. It is truly an honor to have
a congregation like ours! Thank you all again so much!
Tiffany Chipman

Thank you to First Lutheran Church Community, Congregational
Council, First Lutheran Staff and the FLCW for making me feel so
welcome during this Christmas Season.
Your gifts and cards were unexpected and appreciated.
Merry Christmas and have a Blessed New Year.
Jeannette Siemers

This Christmas note is to wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and
to also say Thank You for all your love and support this past year and especially
these past few months.
On August 12th, I finished the journey to becoming an Ordained Pastor, and on
September 4th, Ed passed away. In the midst of al this, our family received so
much love and support with cards, gifts, hugs, kind words and more. I was never
quite able to sit down and respond to each one of you individually, as it was just
too overwhelming.
It is hard to put into words how humbling this all was and how grateful I am to
know so many care deeply for our daughters and me. Once again, Thank You.
Peace and Joy, Pastor Carol Braun
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THANK YOU to Gwen Mickelson
for the beautiful Hardanger runners for the Altar.
They are beautiful and we thank you for making these for us.

We would like to thank the people who baked cookies for the Shut-ins.
There was a wonderful array of delicious cookies. We are so grateful to all
of you. The clear boxes looked so pretty with the variety of cookies showing
through. They will delight all who received them. We were able to pack 54
boxes. You have made so many happy that we at First Lutheran are
thinking of them. Blessings to you all.
Linda Gordon
I would like to thank all the volunteers throughout the year for serving
at First Lutheran. It has been a pleasure meeting new members and
people I had not known. Also thanks goes to the cookie makers for
giving me a box of goodies. To the Card Ladies, thanks for making
such cute Christmas Cards, as I was in need.
Merry Christmas and God Bless Everyone,

Patty Treland

A HUGE Thank You to our Youth Director—-Tiffany Chipman—for all her hard
work and effort in putting on the Sunday School Christmas Program, Manger
Tales. We appreciated all your extra time and effort in putting on such a fun and
exciting program with and for our youth and their parents, grandparents and our
Church family. With all the busy schedules of the kids, it is not an easy thing to put
together. You did a great job! You are a blessing to our youth and we all
appreciate you very, very much!
Blessings to you!

Rhonda Passolt

Adult Forum
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Operation Christmas Thank You!
Thank you to the entire congregations of 1 Lutheran, United Methodist, and the Ascension Episcopal Church’s for
their wonderful response to the 2017 Operation Christmas. You provided food baskets to 210 families with your
monetary, and food donations, Gifts to over 500 children, hats and mittens for area schools to distribute to children as needed, and holiday cheer with cookies for area shut-ins.
st

A huge thank you to everyone who included this Outreach Project in their prayers,
bought gifts, food, made donations, brought mittens and hats, and baked cookies.
I would also like to thank:
•Volunteers, who took the phone calls, coordinated and tracked request along with mailing confirmations.
Those who unloaded the food truck, re-packed bulk food items, packed the food boxes, wrapped and
coordinated the gift distribution, and worked on distribution day. An Army of volunteers made this operation
work. Thank you Thank you!
•Jerry Bechard for the wonderful pies from Norske Nook
•Trembaly’s for the boxes of delicious fudge.
•Salvation Army for meat vouchers.
•Kwik Trip, Perkins, Walmart, Marketplace, Fire House Bakery and Deli, Red Hat Ladies, and the
Chequamegon Lions for their contributions.
•Linda Graham for her coordination with Feed my People.
•The staff of First Lutheran who assisted us every step of the way.
We had a great assortment of beautiful warm mittens and hats that will find a welcome home for children’s in
need through distribution at our area schools.
Because of this congregation, United Methodist Church, and Ascension Episcopal Church, over 210 families in our
community experienced Christ’s love this Christmas.
Thank you!
Kathy McCoy
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Operation Christmas 2017
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A Message from Your Youth and Education Director
Happy New Year!
It is hard to believe we are starting out on the year 2018!
Personally, this is a year of a lot of changes for me. Paige will soon be
graduating and heading off to Stevens Point for college, Mason is getting
his license, and Xander is finishing up his last year of middle school and
will be off to high school. I am sure my family will tell you that my
emotions are running all over the place-happy, sad, excited, scared…the
list can continue, but I think you get the point.
Change is always
uneasy. We are never truly sure what the outcome is going to be.
A new year seems to bring a lot of that anxiety as well. I used to do that
“New Year’s Resolution” thing…but let’s face it I wasn’t very good at it! If
I told myself to stay in a budget, my car would breakdown, if I told myself
to not eat out, I would forget lunch or be asked to go eat with someone,
and if I told myself to lose weight…well I would gain it! Why set limits for
failure?
To start the 2017 year, I told myself to just be the best that I could be. It’s
always easiest to be yourself after all, and I think I finally “nailed” it. So,
let’s grow from that. 2018…be better! I think that will be my motto of
2018 “be better”. Be better at communicating, be better at time
management, be better at house chores, be better at work. My “all”
might not be the same is your “all”…but as long as I am being a better
(more excellent or effective) me, than I am doing just fine.

So here is to an amazing 2018 and here is to all of us to be the better US
we can be!
~Blessings~

A big shout out THANK YOU to our youth, families, friends, congregation for help with
our 21017 Christmas Program Manger Tales. It was another successful year! Our
youth worked so very hard and pulled everything off with grace!
A special thank you to Rhonda Passolt for again this year being my co-captain from
planning to executing!
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Youth Education Calendar
Educational Classes:
Terrific Tuesdays will resume on Tuesday, January 2 . We will be
diving into winter with fun lessons all about snow and games.
nd

Wednesday Nite Live will resume on Wednesday, January 3 .
Confirmation students will continue learning and discussing the New
Testament, while Grades 4 & 5 will take off on an adventure of
Fantastic Bible Verses.
rd

Sunday school classes will resume on Sunday, January 7 . K-5 grade will waddle into a month about
Penguins while the Preschool class learns all about sharing.
th

th

_____________________________________________________________________________

Luther Park Recharge:

On January 5 , a group of FLC youth will head to Luther Park for an overnight stay at
camp. This trip will be chaperoned by Trisha Domagala and Tiffany Chipman.
th

The next Recharge available this school will be March 2 -3 and is open for all youth
grades 3-12. If you would like to attend, please complete the registration form
located on Gold Cart in the Narthex and turn it into Tiffany Chipman before Monday,
January 15 .
nd

rd

th

The out-of-pocket cost is $40/student (FLC will cover the remaining $40/student).
_____________________________________________________________________________________

SUPER BOWL = PIZZA!!!!
Super Bowl Sunday is a fun time to have friends over or spend time with family.
Let our 2018 Youth Gathering Goers help by picking up your take-n-bake pizzas.
Orders will be taken on the following dates: 01/07/18, 01/14/18 and 01/21/18.
Choices: Sausage, Pepperoni, Cheese or Sausage/Pepperoni
Please contact Tiffany Chipman with any questions.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

High School Youth Group:
January’s meeting will be Sunday, January 14th at 12:30pm in the library. (8th grade students
attending the Youth Gathering are invited to join in). Lunch will be provided.
January’s service project will be shoveling around town. Since snow needs to fall for us to be
able to do this, the dates/times will more than likely be last minute.
***Keep watch for Group Chat***
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Youth Happenings
Flamingo Flocking Fundraiser:
The flocks of flamingos will be migrating their way around
Hayward during the month of January.
This fundraiser is to help the 8th to 12th grade students get to
Houston, Texas in June.
Send a flock to friend, family or congregational member or grab
some “insurance” so you don’t get flocked!!
Flocking can be done in a 15 mile radius from First Lutheran
Church.
Cost is $5 for 1 flamingo; $10 for 3 flamingos $20 for 5 flamingos
and $30 for 10 flamingos. Insurance is $15.
Flamingos will stay at each location for 1 to 2 days before
migrating to the next “victim”.
Sales can be made by emailing Tiffany Chipman at
tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net,
by calling at 715-558-8364
or complete the forms around the flamingos
or on the Gold Cart in the Narthex. Thank you in advance.

THANK YOU
FROM A STUDENT

Youth Gathering Goers
Meeting
Be sure your calendars are marked
for the goers and parents.

Dear First Lutheran Church Family:

We will meet Wednesday

Thank you so much for the wonderful care
package

I

received

at

Western

January 10 at 7:30 pm

Michigan

University during finals week. The treats were

in the First Lutheran Church

great. Thank you Tiffany Chipman for organizing

Library.

this. Thank you again for sending a little bit of
home to me at Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Josh Passolt
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Music and Worship

The Spirit Within will play at the following worship service

January 14 at 10:45 am service
January 28 at the 8:15 am service
The Spirit Within welcomes congregational comments—please see a member of
the band or if you would prefer to write us a note, please sign the note and
include your phone number so we can then get back to you personally.
Thank you...Shelley, Pete, Ray, Mike, Julie, Rhonda
Randy, Dennis, Lea and Ann

Choir Schedule
The Choir will be singing at the following worship services:
January 14th at the 8: 15 am service

WORSHIP SERVICE DVDs
January 20th at the 5:00 pm service

January 28th at the 10:45 am service

DVDs of First Lutheran Worship
services are available!
Call the
Church office if you would like to
receive a DVD each week.

ONLINE AUDIO SERMONS!! Are you away or just can’t make it to Church this weekend?
You can still have your “BACON” with your eggs for breakfast! Listen to the Gospel and Sermon online or
via podcast. Go to firstlutheranhaywardwi.org and click on Sermons. Sunday’s Gospel and Sermon will be
loaded on Monday mornings and will stay online for 4 weeks.

Don’t forget First Lutheran in your monthly giving. It takes time and resources to make this happen.
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Church Happenings

January 10th 4:00 PM Room #4

Jubilee Circle

Worship Assistants

will continue their DVD series

PLEASE SIGN UP ON
THE BURGUNDY CART
For Volunteer Positions.

by John Ortberg—God is Closer
Than You Think . We will meet
on Tuesday January 16th at 6:00

Please contact
Patty Treland
(Volunteer Coordinator)
At 715-634-3527

pm in the Church Library.

All are welcome!

Thank you to Patty for doing an
incredible job but please help her
from making numerous phone calls
and Sign up on the board!

Next meeting will be
Tuesday January 9th
15

7:00 pm at The Steakhouse

Faith In Action Team (FIAT)

COMMUNITY MEAL
Every Wednesday Night
At 5:00 pm
THANK YOU
Liz Dokkestul for overseeing
the month of December

Everyone is welcome!

A community meal is served in
Fellowship Hall here at First
Lutheran
Church
every
Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.

located on the left side of the
Church as you enter. See who
is in charge for the month and
give them call or sign-up to help.

The meal is free of charge, or if
you wish, you may make a free
will donation. The meals are
nutritious and are prepared and
served by volunteers from the
Church congregation, as well as
volunteers within the community.

Thank you to:

If you wish to help in this
important ministry, please look at
the sign-up sheets on the cart

Patty Dujardin and the Sawyer
County Dept. of Health and Human
Services for Dec 6
Cherie Morgan of Hayward Area
Memorial Hospital and Waters Edge
for Dec 13
Hayward Lions for Dec 20
First Lutheran Youth Dec 27

A food donation bin is located in the Narthex at all times
and the food is picked up each Monday morning. Your
food or monetary donations would be greatly appreciated.
Please note that monetary donations for the food shelf
should be brought to the Church office.

Altar Guild members for the month of
January are:
Sue Reinardy, Chairperson
Rose Frisch
Pat Olson
Kaye Cammack
Donna Gilbertson
Jan Wege
*Thank you for your willingness to serve*

We are still in need of
members to join our
Faith In Action Team.
If you are interested, please let the
Church office
or Betty Beckman know.
Thanks for considering this
important mission
of our Church.

Communion Bread Makers
for the Month of January

Lutheran World Relief
Farmers Market Coffee.
The sales of this new coffee
helps transform poor
communities that depend on
coffee crops to feed their
families.

Jan 6/7 - Kay Sieh
Jan 13/14 - Sherry Beckman
Jan 20/21 - Liz Robbins
Jan 27/28 - Erinn Bratley

Pick some up today!
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Faith In Action Team (FIAT)

CARD LADIES

COVER GIRLS

PURLS OF PRAYER

The Card Ladies will meet on
Tuesday, January 2nd
at 9:30 am

The Cover Girls will meet
on Thursday,
January 11th & 18th
At 9:00 am

Purls of Prayer meet on
Saturday, January 20th at
9:30 am.

Our
new
greeting
card
creations are from donated
birthday,
anniversary
and
sympathy cards. Check out our
display located in the Narthex
near the main entrance. Our
prices are reasonable!

Our group makes quilts
which are given to Lutheran
World Relief, as well as to
various needs within the
Hayward community.

Everyone is welcome to join
our group. You don’t need to
be a seamstress — if you
can tie a knot and enjoy
fellowship, you can be a
Cover Girl!
Everyone is welcome!
Donations of crochet thread
are greatly appreciated.
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We are an on-going outreach
ministry for those in need of
comfort and prayer, or are
celebrating a special occasion.
We knit or crochet prayer
shawls from yarn that has
been donated to us. These
beautiful creations are then
blessed and given to friends
and relatives so that they may
feel the love of our
Lord and Savior.
Devotions will be
Lead by Carol Nelson and
Kaye Cammack will be
hostess.

Grief Support
The first 6 week session
will begin April 12

The Hayward Regional Hospice
sponsors Grief Support in Hayward
and the surrounding areas.
We welcome you to attend the
group or groups that best fit
your needs.

The Community Grief Support Group
continues to meet on the 2nd Thursday
afternoon at 1:00 to 3:00 pm at
First Lutheran Church.
This is a program of education and renewal
for any person who has experience loss
through the death of a loved one.

Memorial and Endowment Committee
Monies donated to the Endowment Fund continue to give back
year after year. The earnings support local and the greater Church at
large mission and projects. The First Lutheran Church Youth Campers,
Lutheran World Relief, Malawi Relief Fund, Area Food Shelves,
Regional Hospice, Operation Christmas, Luther Park, Student
Scholarships (college, seminary and lay ministry), World Hunger, Child
Voice International and most recently this year the ALS Foundation.
These are some the many programs your gifts help support.

Your gifts truly do make a difference. Thank you for your continued
support through your giving to both the Memorial and the Endowment
Fund.
For more information on giving opportunities, contact any
committee member or Kathy Mc Coy by phone 715-462-3723 or email
at kmcoyrl58@gmail.com.
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PLAN AHEAD:

Join the May

2018 trip to Norway!

Country Capers
14-day Voyage of the Midnight Sun
Join us on the 14-day voyage of the Midnight Sun on the beautiful MS Rotterdam of
the Holland America Line. Departs USA May 18, 2018—June 2, 2018.
The most beautiful part of the voyage is the coast along Norway during the spring.

Group space is still available ...
Don’t miss the boat! There is still time to join us.
Brochures are available in the Church office.
Please contact me if you would like more information or have any questions.
Jan Wege
10254 N Sunrise Rd
Hayward, WI 54843
Telephone 715-634-8101

Email: muskymania@centurytel.net
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MOVIE NIGHT ~ EDITOR
FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIE

I love new things:

Friday, January 19

Sally Hykes

Fellowship Hall

January is the

beginning of a New Year, we look
forward to a new year, some people

look at it as a fresh start, a time to make a change. I am

5:30—9:00 P.M.

looking at January 2018 as a new beginning as I will be

The Finest Hours

marrying my best friend, Randy, on January 8th.

2016 Disaster/Thriller PG-13

As Editor, I want to apologize for December’s pictures:

1 hr. 57 minutes

On the computer version they turned out wonderful, but
when printed in black and white, they turned our very
dark. I am very sorry to those people in the pictures.

On Feb. 18, 1952, a massive storm splits the SS
Pendleton in two, trapping more than 30 sailors inside
the tanker's sinking stern. Engineer Ray Sybert bravely
takes charge to organize a strategy for his fellow
survivors. As word of the disaster reaches the Coast
Guard in Chatham, Mass., Chief Warrant Officer Daniel
Cluff orders a daring rescue mission. Despite the
ferocious weather, coxswain Bernie Webber takes three
men on a lifeboat to try and save the crew against
seemingly impossible odds.

Please check out the web version on the First Lutheran
Church website at :

http://
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

February Deadline is
January 20
Please have all articles in to me by then at the latest.
When emailing me at scubasally2230@gmail.com
Please put your Article title in the subject line.

Pizza and beverages will be
served for a suggested $5.00

Please sign-up at the announcement cart in the
Narthex if you plan to attend so that we know in
advance how much food to order.

Where in the
Church is this
piece of art?

Host: David Van Landschoot
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Lectionary Readings for January 2018
January 7, 2018 Baptism of our Lord
Our re-creation of baptism is an image of Genesis creation, where the Spirit/Wind moved over the
waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make it clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that
distinguishes Jesus’s baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the
Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’s mission to recreate the world
in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.
Genesis 1:1-5 Psalm 29

Acts 19:1-7

Mark 1:4-11

January 14, 2018 Second Sunday after Epiphany
All of the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just the clergy but also the youngest
child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathaniel plays with the idea of place. Nathaniel
initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important;
it’s where -or rather whom- to we come to. Jesus refers to the story of the vision of Jacob, who
called the place of his vision “the house of God and, ….the gate of heaven”. (Genesis 28:17) Jesus
says he himself is the place where Nathaniel will meet God.
1 Samuel 3:1-10{[11-20] Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 John 1:43-51

January 21, 2018 Third Sunday after Epiphany
Stories of the call to discipleship continues as the time after Epiphany plays out the implications of
our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and
calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way.
Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the
two sets of fisherman brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to
follow Jesus and fish for people.
Jonah 3:1-5,10 Psalm 62:5-12 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Mark 1:14-20

January 28,2019 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
In Deuteronomy, God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God’ in Psalms
111 God shows the people of power of Gods work. For the Church there are ways of point to the
unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter the authority in God’s
word, around which we gather, the word that trumps any lesser spirit that would claim power over
us, freezing us to follow Jesus.
Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 8:1-13
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Mark 1:21-28

Caring and Sharing

CARE CENTERS

CHRONIC/LONG-TERM ILLNESS

Aspen Acres

May Farley, Harry Hodgkinson,
John Jaeckel, Brad Johnson,
Dode Marquardt, David Mittlesdorf,
Paul Pedersen

10214 Rock Creek Rd
Hayward, WI 54843

Irene Ahrenkiel
 Mel Friske
 Marlen Kaiser


PLEASE PRAY FOR

Care Partners Assisted Living
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Country Terrace
10260 White Birch Lane

May Farley
Hayward Health Center


(Formerly Golden Valley)

10775 Nyman Avenue

Liz Webber
 Bob Woodbeck


Water’s Edge

VISITATION MINISTRY

11044 N State Rd 77
Hayward, WI 54843









Celia Anderson, Noel Estenson,
Carmen Gillis, Harry Hodgkinson,
Brad Johnson, Lee Johnson,
Marlen Kaiser, Caitlin (Beckman) LeBlanc,
Karl Lundeen, Dode Marquardt,
Elaine Nelson, Mark Pitzele,
Mary Purtell, Kathy Rasmussen,
Dawn Saxum, Cindy Sorensen,
Renee Tomal, Liz Webber,
Barbara Williamson

If you are homebound and would like to receive
a visit and Holy Communion from one of our
Visitation Ministers, please contact the Church
office and a visit will be arranged for you.

Care Center
Irene Byerly
Ralph & Carol Cornell
Harry Hodgkinson
Jane Hoivick
Don Jacobson
Colleen Moreland
Elaine Nelson

Dear Friends at First Lutheran,

Thank you for the prayers, cards and
telephone calls during my recent illness. I
want you know I felt those prayers the days
I spent during my hospitalizations. Your
kindness will never be forgotten and is
appreciated. We do have a wonderful
Church family.

Assisted Living
 Vi Jacobson
 Dorothy Persson

Sincerely, Karen Churitch
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First Lutheran Church Website
Visit Our Website!

First Lutheran Website News

http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Upcoming Events
Be sure to continue to visit First Lutheran’s
website for the latest in events that can be
found in the box titled “Coming Up!” on the
home page at:
http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

We are excited to announce several new ways to
contribute to First Lutheran Church ministries.
Give+ Mobile
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to make
convenient credit or debit card donations quickly
through your Android or Apple phones.

Daily Devotionals
Also on the home page there is a new
devotional every day sponsored by Luther
Seminary titled God Pause Daily Devotion.
Clicking on the devotion box will take you to
the entire devotional.

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to use.
Simply go to the App Store and search for
“give plus Church” to download and start
donating today.

If you have additional ideas for our website or
updates, please contact Sue Reinardy at
sreinardy@centurytel.net

QR CODE
Scan our image on your smartphone. This will
connect you directly to the mobile version of the
giving page.

We have First Lutheran members
sponsor the “Day 1” weekly
segments on radio station WRLSFM (92.3). These segments air at
8:30am every Sunday.

If you need assistance, please contact the
Church office and we will be happy to help you.

“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches,
presents messages by clergy representing mainline
Christian faiths, including those of the ELCA. Peter
Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates
discussion with clergy on timely topics. This radio
ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors to the area,
and others for whom regular worship and Church
affiliation are not a part of their daily lives. The cost
per broadcast is $30.

ONLINE AUDIO SERMONS!! Are you away or just
can’t make it to Church this weekend?

The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of
a person, or special occasion, or in memory of a
loved one and is open to all.

You can still have your “BACON” with your eggs
for breakfast! Listen to the Gospel and Sermon
online or via podcast.
Go to firstlutheranhaywardwi.org and click on

December Weekly Sponsors:
Dec 17 In Memory of Don Harms

Sermons.

( by Judy Harms and family)

Sunday’s Gospel and Sermon will be loaded on

Dec 31 In Memory of Doug Wikum
and Bill and Diane Weinstock

Monday mornings and will stay online for 4 weeks.

( by Jane Wikum and family)
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.
…there is a new creation

If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted.
The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America is still
comparatively new as a Church body, and yet
our roots are much deeper than our 25 years
together. The taproot of our life extends
through the histories of predecessor Churches
in the United States, through the formative
witness of the 16th century evangelical
reformers and their confessional writings, to
the Scriptures and the word of Christ. Our life
is in Jesus Christ. We are deeply rooted in his
word of forgiveness and the promises of
God’s steadfast love and mercy. The word of
Christ dwells in us richly. God nourishes us as
one body in Jesus Christ with companions
from around the globe who meet us at
Christ’s table of grace.

OFFICE HOURS
•

WEEKLY BULLETIN
If you would like to submit
information for the weekly
bulletin, it is due to

Mondays to Thursday
8:30-4:00

•

We are being made new every day. In Jesus
Christ we are not unchanged. What God does in
Christ is as radical as the death and resurrection
of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to
live “no longer for themselves, but for him who
died and was raised for them.” God is bringing
that new creation to life among us in the ministry
of reconciliation. In that service we no longer
see each other as we did before. We are no
longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each
other. We are beloved companions in one body,
restored to a communion where the rich diversity
of our experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the
common good in Christ. The new creation in
Christ rises to life among us every day.

Fridays

Carol Williamson by 4:00pm
each Wednesday

8:30-3:00

FIRST WORD
Information for the First
Word newsletter is due to
Sally Hykes by 4:00pm on
the 20th of each month at
scubasally2230@gmail.com

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Joel Bacon

Pastor

pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Jeannette Siemers

Business Manager

jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Carol Mooney Williamson Office Manager

carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Tiffany Chipman

Youth & Education Director

tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Ray Austin

Building & Grounds

ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Patty Van Landschoot

Choir Director

davidjv@centurytel.net

Becky Iverson

Organist

beckyiverson@charter.net

Patty Treland

Volunteer Coordinator

ptreland@gmail.com
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29

3 p m - Terrific Tuesday

9 : 3 0 a m - Faith Formation

6 : 3 0 p m - Greater Good

1 1 : 4 5 a m - Pastor Bacon's

1 0 : 4 5 a m - Worship &

1: 3 0 p m - S t a f f M e e t i n g

9 : 1 5 a m - Coffee &

30
8 a m - MOFL & WOFL

28

8: 1 5 a m - W o r s h i p

6 : 3 0 p m - Greater Good

12pm-AnnualMeeting

1 0 : 4 5 a m - Youth Lead

3 p m - Terrific Tuesday

23

1: 3 0 p m - S t a f f M e e t i n g

8 a m - MOFL & WOFL

9 : 3 0 a m - Faith Formation

21

9 : 1 5 a m - Coffee &

8: 1 5 a m - W o r s h i p

6 : 3 0 p m - Greater Good

1 1 : 4 5 a m - Youth Education

10 : 4 5 a m - W o r s h i p
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3 p m - Terrific Tuesday

9 : 3 0 a m - Faith Formation

(Notitle)

1: 3 0 p m - S t a f f M e e t i n g

9 : 1 5 a m - Coffee &

6 p m - Jubilee Circle--

8 a m - MOFL & WOFL

8: 1 5 a m - W o r s h i p

16

3 p m - Terrific Tuesday

6 : 3 0 p m - Greater Good

15

1:30pm-StaffMeeting

7 p m - Theology On Tap @

1 : 3 0 p m - Faith, Hope &

10:45am-Worship

9 : 3 0 a m - Peace Circle

8 a m - MOFL & WOFL

17

24

31

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal

6pm-WednesdayNite

5 p m - Community Supper

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal

6pm-WednesdayNite

5 p m - Community Supper

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal

6pm-WednesdayNite

5 p m - Community Supper

8 : 4 5 a m - Pastor - GHAMA

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal

6pm-WednesdayNite

5 p m - Community Supper

4 p m - Budget Reading @

9 a m - Kitchen Task Force @

10

6pm-WednesdayNite

3 p m - Terrific Tuesday

9

5 : 3 0 p m - Faith In Action

1: 3 0 p m - S t a f f M e e t i n g

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal

5 p m - Community Supper

1 0 : 3 0 a m - Music & Worship

3

8 : 4 5 a m - GHAMA Prayer

2

Wed

9 : 3 0 a m - Card Ladies

Tue

9 : 3 0 a m - Faith Formation

14

5 : 3 0 p m - Congregational

8

4 : 3 0 p m - CC Exec Meeting -

Office Closed

1

9 : 1 5 a m - Coffee &

7

31

Mon

8: 1 5 a m - W o r s h i p

Sun

First Lutheran Church
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4

6 p m - The Spirit Within

8 : 3 0 a m - Men @ Work

6 p m - The Spirit Within

9 a m - Cover Girls

6 p m - The Spirit Within

1 p m - Grief Support

9 a m - Cover Girls

6 p m - The Spirit Within

1 1 : 1 5 a m - Waters Edge

1

25

18

11

10:30am-HaywardHealth

9 : 4 5 a m - Aspen Acres

Thu

5 : 3 0 p m - Friday Night

Fri

2

26

19

12

5

5pm-Worship

5pm-Worship

6

20

13

3

27

9 : 3 0 a m - Purls of Prayer @

5pm-Worship

5pm-Worship

Sat

Jan 2018 (Central Time)

Worship With Us!
Saturday—5:00 pm
Sunday—8:15 am & 10:45 am

Everyone is Welcome!
10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin
715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Hayward, Wisconsin 54843
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