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From the Pastor’s Desk
December, 2019
Pastor Joel Bacon

Twenty years ago when I wrote the newsletter article for St. John in Alma I was trying to
assure people that the power grid was not going to collapse and planes were not going to fall
from the sky because of Y2K. No one listened. Peoples’ minds were made up. Mark Twain
said: “It is much easier to fool people than it is to convince people they have been fooled.”
Christmas is one of those ironic and interesting seasons in which, in order to welcome the
Prince of Peace, we throw our lives into chaos. That is a provocative statement, I know, but it
is part of the process. We like routines but at Christmas we break a lot of routines. For some
it is the only month of the year they send cards. For some it will be the only time of the year
they host someone at their home. Lights and decorations go on houses that are normally
unadorned the other eleven months. The radio randomness might get replaced by all the
Christmas CDs kept in bins in the storeroom. We break a ton of routines as we prepare for
the coming of the One we needed.
Whenever something is truly special we break routine – we do things we don’t normally do – in
order for the event to take on the significance it deserves. That is why we try and recreate the
traditions we grew up with. We may be breaking from our daily routines here but we are
reconnecting with the traditions that carried us to this point. We may even do things without
knowing why we do them anymore.
I may be cynical about a lot of things but I am not cynical about Christmas. Christmas is
supposed to break into our lives and throw them into turmoil as all our little idols are replaced
by a surprising baby in a manger. All of the routines we use to make ourselves invincible to
the chaos of the world are brought to naught by God taking on human vulnerability.
In order to welcome the Prince of Peace a little chaos must happen.
In Christ,

Pastor Joel

PS: Though I do not believe in
the Apocalypse in the popular
sense, if I did, I would take this
beer a day Advent Calendar
from Costco as a sign that the
Apocalypse was near.

2

Jubilee Circle
J ubilee C ircle will not meet in December

Faith, Hope and Love
Circle will meet on
Tuesday, December 10
in the Church Library
at 1:30.

We will be ring ing bells for the S alvation
Army. If you have any questions, please
contact Rhonda Passolt at 715-634-1062 or
715-563-2502 or passolt0826@ yahoo.com
with any questions.

Hostess: Liz
Dokkestul
Leader: Linda Gordon

Peace Circle: will meet on Tuesday, December 10th
at 9:45am in the church library.
Hostess: Pat Olson

Women’s Weekly
Study meets every
Tuesday at 8:00am
in the library
at First Lutheran.
This group meets each
Tuesday morning for a light
breakfast, fellowship and a
study.
They are currently
watching the DVD
series “Isaiah: Visions of
Promise.”
Come join us!

Leader: Barbara Klippel

ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAYS
ADULT FORUM from approximately 9:05 – 9:55 in
the Fellowship Hall. Grab a cup of coffee and a
treat and join us for an interesting 50 minutes!

Men’s Bible Group

meets every week on Tuesdays at 8am.
They are currently reading and discussing
The Second Mountain by David Brooks.
They serve a light breakfast
at the meeting.
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The gift of generosity
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported First Lutheran this past year with their time, talent
and financial contributions and look forward to support from all of our members in the year ahead. If you need a
convenient way to make regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift before the end of the year, we
encourage you to look into our electronic giving options. As the pace of life speeds up, especially around the
holidays, you may find electronic giving a most welcome way to make contributions. Contact the church office for
more information.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Jeannette Siemers
Business Manager
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Council Notes

Stewardship Message—
December, 2019

November 11, 2019

As we move forward into a new year and a
new decade, it is important that we take a
hard look at the financial health of our
congregation.
The Stewardship Committee is gratified by
the response and embracement of our
“tithe our giving” campaign that resulted in
an increase in giving of 8% for the year.
As a result of your caring and generosity,
we remain a healthy parish and a faithful
contributor to the needs of our Synod and
the ELCA.
The Stewardship Committee will be
adopting a new theme for the 2020 year;

Submitted by Bruce Schmidt, Council
President
The first draft of the proposed 2020 budget
was reviewed. A couple of changes were
suggested and the final draft will be
reviewed and approved at the December
meeting. The budget will be presented for
adoption at the congregational meeting on
Jan. 26, 2020.

“We make a living by what we get
We make a life by what we give”.

Upon recommendation from the Worship &
Music committee, council voted to not
schedule Christmas day worship services
for this year. Lack of attendance and
difficulty in securing people to assist with
the worship were cited as reasons.

We hope this theme will prompt us all to
better our lives by giving back to our
community, our church and the world. We
can turn these words into action.
In Christ,
Your Stewardship Committee,
Pastor Joel Bacon
Bruce Schmidt
Jeff Hubbard
Carol Knudson

The proposal for the sanctuary lighting
project will be brought forward for approval
at the Jan 26, 2020 congregational
meeting. More detail on the proposed
design will be shared with the congregation
prior to that date.
Starting with our Feb. 2020 meeting the
council will begin the process of
developing a long range plan for the
congregation. An amount of time will be
allotted at each meeting for this process.
A draft of the proposed plan will be shared
at our July congregational meeting so input
from the membership can be solicited with
the goal of plan approval at the Jan, 2021
semiannual meeting.
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An Evangelical Minute
Congratulations
As we look at the four priority areas of the ELCA campaign, “being Made New Again”, we
begin to see and understand how the record $250 million raised, is impacting existing and
new ministry initiatives.
Number one initiative concerns our congregations. Here, the focus was new congregations,
renewing existing congregations, and our disability ministries.
A record 28 new congregations were approved during the campaign. This is a part of the
unprecedented growth since the launch of “always being made new again,” efforts begun in
2014, This growth was acknowledged through the generosity of their faithful members and
supporters.
Besides new congregations, the funds have allowed searching for and discovering
innovative ways to grow and renew our existing congregations. Further, efforts to expand
and strengthen our ministries with people living with disabilities were highlighted.

O’ God of All Our Efforts,
It means so much to know we undertake our ministerial efforts in partnership with you.
Please bless our efforts. In Your Name, Amen.

A

The arrival of Jesus as promised by our God. With the birth of our savior we are
ushered into a new relationship with God; one of God-with-us.

D

The ultimate act of deliverance of mankind from sin through God’s gift of His Son,
Jesus Christ.

V

The value God places on each one of us. So much so that He sent Jesus Christ in
our place as a sacrifice for our sins.

E

The expectations and anticipation of the ages is met in the fulfillment of God’s
promised savior.

N

With God in our lives we will never face our challenges alone.

T

Advent ushers in the time of glad tidings and great joy with the birth of Jesus
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Fellowship—Fellowship-Fellowship-Fellowship-

Christmas Parade of Homes
Sunday, December 22nd
Join in the Christmas cheer!
The parade will start at 2pm.
All will meet at First Lutheran Church and parade to:

Jim & Tiffany Chipman
Jim & Maureen Schreiber
Jim & Karyn Tiffany
Mike & Erinn Bratley
Pam Swanson
Water’s Edge

Angler’s

Each location will serve a snack/treat of some sort.
Help the hosts plan by signing up at the Welcome Center!

Kitchen Task Force Update
We received our signed Grant agreement from the USDA Government They have given us
permission to begin working on permits, to present to the state, what we have and find out
what we still need.
The start of the demolition and building has been pushed to 2020. This is a long process but
eventually we have an updated kitchen.
Any question please talk to the Kitchen Task Force members.
Betty Beckman, Chair
A Big Thank you to everyone for your wonderful support of Matthew, Colton and Boy Scout Troop
350! Cris Neff
7
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Scandinavian Dinner “Thanks”


Thank you so much for the wonderful Scandinavian Dinner, I think each year it gets better. You
Chairs are so reliable and dedicated. It began in early September and the final was this Friday night
November 1st. There is so much involved, but you all took the responsibility and ran with it. The
publicity, ticket sales, grocery buying, lefsa making, meatball preparations, the vegetable peeling and
the new grinder making easy the prep of the lutefisk, the pudding and relish, the beautiful dining room
decorations, the bake sale, the bakers, the dessert and bread room workers, the greeters dressed in
their festive wear, the wonderful pianists, a patient Janitor, the office staff who took all the calls and
interruptions, the local businesses that contributed, and our Pastor Joel who let us interrupt his days
with our busy October and who was there with us to the end. I want to thank every one of you who
gave of your time to make this wonderful event and to the wonderful volunteers who are invaluable.
May the profits from the sales bless our community and our designated missions. "God’s Work our
Hands" May God Bless you all, a Grateful Chair, Linda Gordon



A huge Thank You to all of my “Holy Rollers” for making the meatball portion of our Scandinavian
Dinner a crowd pleaser, once again. Somewhere, Dag Hammarskjold is smiling! My helpers
Included Pastor Joel, Jan Hubbard, Linda Graham, Paula Gaida, Connie Schield, Lynn Schuman,
Bob and Kym Kirk and Ron Siemers. Also, a big thanks to Ray Austin for his time and patience in
setting up and putting away whatever we needed. Jeff Hubbard



Lutefisk was a success! Special thanks to Kaye Cammack, Karen Giese, Linda Gordon, Pam
Swanson, Rick Opfer, Linda Treland and Vicky Treland for stepping up to debone and cook the
Lutefisk this year. Also special thanks to our inside crew who took care of getting the fish to the
banquet table and helping clean up. Everyone is so willing to make the entire evening a
success. Thank you. God's Blessings, Kris Treland—Neumann



Thank you, thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s bake sale, again it was a huge
success! We had so many delicious bakery items from Stollen to Rice Krispy squares! Thank you to
all the wonderful bakers, those who purchased and to those who worked to make it so great We can
always tell how successful the Scandinavian dinner is by the dancers, singers and "chatters" as they
come out of the dining room! Hats off to my crew who worked hard this year, Donna, Patty, Carol and
Bonnie! God Bless! Nancy Woodbeck, Chair



Many, many thanks to Gwen Mickelson, Janet Narveson, John and Maxine Poppe, Sue Reinardy,
Connie Schield, and Judy Timmerman for all their help in setting up and decorating the dining room for
the Scandinavian Dinner. Many hands make light work! Also a huge thank you to Joyce Moreland for
the use of her wonderful Scandinavian decorations, as well as to Gwen Mickelson for allowing us to
display her lovely Handanger pieces, as well as the beautiful Rosemaled pieces made by her brother.
They all add so much to the ambiance, and we are grateful to be able to use them year after year.
Great job everyone! Sincerely, Liz Dokkestul



Thank you to my rice pudding crew Ethel Morse, Barbara Williamson and Janet Narveson. We’ve
been making pudding together for years and I appreciate them so much. Pat Olson
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Thank you so much to my outstanding dining room team who worked hard to make sure the
experience of our guests was perfect. Their feet are in constant motion as they quickly bus each
place- setting and quickly set up for the next person to be able to sit down and enjoy this amazing
dinner. Many have been with me for several years and a few new faces this year as well. Sincere
and heartfelt thank you’s to:
Karyn Tiffany
Kim Molitor
Kristine Tiffany
Mary Marienfeld
Erinn Bratley
Lynn Schuman
Janet and Steve Narveson
Colin Laberee
Paula Gaida
Shelley and Tom Turner
Tom Matthiae
Mary Doig
Gwen Mickelson
Betty Beckman
Georgia Frye
Carol and Lee Himle
Special THANKS to our pianists who offered a festive atmosphere the minute our guests arrived
in the Narthex and is why several “hung” around after their meal visiting with each other as they
celebrate their evening enjoying their annual lutefisk meal at First Lutheran Church – thank you
to:
Becky Iverson
Joey Falch
Patti Van Landschoot
Beth Allison
Thank you to Liz Dokkestul and her team who created a beautiful place for our guests to come to
and enjoy and help make my team’s job easier.
God Bless You All --- Rhonda Passolt – Dining Room Chairperson



Did you know that more Lutefisk is consumed in Wisconsin than Norway? It's
true. And why do we Wisconsinites do that? Of course to keep that Norwegian/
Scandinavian heritage alive. Thank you to Kaye Cammack, Karen Giese, Pam
Swanson, Linda Gordon, Rick Opfer, Linda Treland and Vicky Treland for enduring the
lovely strong smell of preparing and then cooking 250 lbs of wonderful Lutefisk to serve
those who cherish and continue to keep the tradition going strong.
Blessings, Kris Treland-Neumann, Lutefisk Chair



A shout out to all the Scandinavian Dinner kitchen crew. Everyone did a fantastic job and I think
we even had a little fun. Many hands made the night run smoothly. Thank You All!
Kathy
McCoy



Thank you everyone who worked on the Scandinavian Dinner! It was all delicious,
entertaining and a warm, wonderful Community Gathering! A big Thank You to Carole Rusch, who
once again opened her home and applied her knowledgeable and experienced hands to the White
Sauce. Well done!!! God Bless and Keep you! - Cris (apprentice white sauce maker) Neff
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Choir Schedule

The Choir will be singing at the following worship services

10am
8am
10am
4pm

December 8
December 15
December 22
December 24

Rehearsals Wednesdays at 6pm

Except during the first week of December, rehearsal is
Thursday, December 5 at 6pm

First Lutheran Church has inherited a four-octave
set of Schulmerich Handchimes.
Rehearsals will be held on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Sunday at 9:05am, between services

The Spirit Within will be playing at the following services;

10am
5pm

December 1
December 14

Thank you...Shelley, Julie, Ann, Rhonda
Randy, Pete, Mike, Ray
Lea and Dennis
Practice times are every Thursday at 6:00pm
(Not December 19 & 26)
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Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year
I want to thank all the worship volunteers who graciously said yes when I
called this past year. So many of you also put so much time and talents
in other areas of First Lutheran Church and yet you say “yes” to me You
are truly a blessing to this church and the community.
Thank you and God Bless You All.
Happy Holidays,
Sincerely,
Patty Treland
Thank you to 1st Lutheran’s Men’s Group for their generous donation of $800.00 to this
year’s Operation Christmas program. This seed money puts us off to a wonderful start.
I am so grateful for your support of this wonderful community outreach service and
know the seeds you have sown will multiply.
Blessings, Kathy McCoy – Chair Operation Christmas

ADULT FORUMS STARTING IN JANUARY
We will be finishing our Adult Forum on LITURGY on January 15 and will be starting a new video
series on the life story of one of the most influential figures in church history – Augustine of
HIPPO, or St. Augustine as he is called, was one of the greatest theologians of the Christian
Church. His works, including the “City of God, On the Trinity, and the Confessions, have had an
inestimable impact on the church and, by extension, on Western Civilization at large. Yet,
where did such faith begin? After rejecting his mother’s Christianity as simplistic and
restraining, Augustine embarked on a path toward self-gratification, marked by the pursuit of
money, political power and sexual pleasure.
Hosted by Augustine expert Mike Aquilina and shot on location in Rome and Milan, this
documentary explores the conversion story of one of the most significant figures in church
history. Travel back to the fourth century and discovery why Augustine became a “Voice for
All Generations.” This video is 55 minutes and will probably take only two weeks.
Following completion of Augustine, we will begin a popular series from the Christian History
Institute Collection called From Christ to Constantine - The Trial and Testimony of the Early
Church. This is a series of 6 half hour programs, produced in consultation with an international
team of scholars, takes you to the actual locations to show what the early church was like, how
it spread, and the persecution it endured. The six series programs are: 1) Foundation – What do
we know about Christ? What happened to his twelve apostles? 2) Spread – A word for all
peoples. An impossible task, yet they blanketed the whole Roman Empire. How did these early
believers get their message to the world? 3) Accusation – The Roman Empire had room for all
kinds of religions, yet Christianity just didn’t fit. Many charges were leveled against the
believers – some will surprise you. 4) The mightiest empire in history unleashed repeated waves
of persecution against the early believers. Why was the unarmed church such a threat to
Rome? 5) Testimony – Heroic figures emerged. Their effect on the young church was
far-reaching. Here are two: Polycarp and Perpetua. 6) Transition – When the Emperor
Constantine came to the throne, the church was granted legal standing. Was this a blessing or
a bane? Also, why the early church succeeded. There will be handouts available.
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First Lutheran Church Women December 2019
Where did November go? It flew by for me. I keep expecting snow, but not to be yet, but Lake
Hayward is frozen and I was told there was someone ice fishing on Bart’s Bay (11/7). A little too soon
I think. We have the vacationers and each season brings things to do. What a “Wonderful World” as
Satchmo Armstrong sang, one of my favorite songs. We have something for everyone each season a
foretaste of the feast to come. We are blessed.
This is a wonderful Church, it too has something for everyone and it keeps us engaged in the
work for the Kingdom. An alive church is a busy church. May God continue to bless us with
busyness. The Scandinavian Dinner and Bake Sale was well attended and enjoyed by many
and with many compliments. Again thank you to all who made it possible. Now we are able to
give through Operation Christmas and soon Cookies for the Shut-ins. May God Bless all our
work for Him. And again “God’s Work our Hands.”
To the circles this month we will be studying a creative Advent Devotional called “Watch, Wait,
Create”. The study is based on the Reading from Isaiah 35:1-2a “The wilderness and the dry land
shall be glad, the dessert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and
rejoice with Joy and Singing.”
Peace Circle meets on Tuesday December 10th at 9:45 and Faith, Hope, &, Love Circle meet at
1:30 in the afternoon of the same day at First Lutheran Church
Peace

Hostess:

Pat Olson

Faith, Hope, & Love

Hostess: Liz Dokkestul

Leader:
Barbara Klippel
Leader: Linda Gordon
Jubilee Circle our evening circle will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army red kettles, as they
faithfully do each Christmas Season
The Women’s Weekly Study: meets each Tuesday at First Lutheran Church at 8:00am. They are
doing an interactive study of Isaiah: Visions of Promise. Please come join them!
Gather Bible Studies for 2020 a four-session study will kick off the new year ---and the 50th
Anniversary of the ordination of women in the ELCA —with a look at how God calls us to faithful,
fruitful work. Written by Rev. Katheryn Kleinhans, PhD, who serves as dean of Trinity Lutheran
Seminary at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio. The first session in January is entitled “Hearing
God’s Call”.
We will be hosting a Christmas Tea on the 3rd of December at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. We invite
you to join us that evening for a Special Program displaying our Nativity Scenes and the History of
their beginnings and how they still have special meaning in everyone’s Christmas. We invite the
women of the congregation and their guests to come and enjoy. You do not need a reservation just
come and join us. This is our way of wishing all of you a Merry Christmas!!
May the Advent Season be your journey to the Nativity and as we look into the manger and see the
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths. May we feel the warmth of the stable and glow of the Star of that
night in our hearts. “To Us A Son is born and to us a Son is given and the government will be on his
shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.” Isaiah 9:6.
Go tell it on The Mountain!! Merry Christmas, Linda Gordon, FLCW Pres.
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Communion Bread Makers
for the Month of December
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

7/8
14/15
21/22
24
28/29

Liz Dokkestul
Lori Labaree
Ethel Morse
Liz Robbins & Nancy Woodbeck
Kathy McCoy

Altar Guild
members for the month
of December are:
*Liz Dokkestul
Liz Robbins
Kay Sieh
Paula Gaida
Linda Graham
Pam McClelland
Maureen Schreiber
*Thank you for your willingness
to serve*

Eternal Candle Sponsors for December
Shirley & Harold Tiffany
Georgia Frye

In memory of Dana Somerville Schwartz
In memory of parents: Leonard & Virginia
Hohmann
In memory of Dana Somerville Schwartz
In memory of Arvid Nelson
In memory of Bert Wege
In memory of Judy Vitcenda

Christine & Robert Somerville
Carol Nelson and family
Jan Wege
Carol Nelson

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up.

Community Kitchen Project

$55,678.13

16

Sanctuary Lighting
Project
We have met
$28,195.52
of our
$40,000
goal!

A Message from Your Youth and Education Director

December, 2019

Tiffany Chipman

Youth Director

Christmas is my favorite holiday!
I love to decorate my home, put up my village, bake
treats, listen to Christmas music and watch Christmas
movies. One could say, that Christmas is my “special
place”. I can easily get lost in the holiday. But these
are not the reason why Christmas is my favorite. And
there are reasons I do all of them.
Most of the things I do are in remembrance of my grandparents and my childhood. Most of the treats
I bake are the same ones my grandmothers would make. And I love the tradition of passing the
cookie recipes down through the generations. I first started my Christmas village as a small token of
Jim’s childhood and the love he had for his mother’s village. Now we have both villages as my
mother-in-law has “retired” from village creating! And again, the traditions continue. Decorating and
music and movies were things I remember the most fun with my parents when I was younger.
See, as children Christmas has this intense feel of magic. Anything is possible! I wish more adults
could see this feeling…or feel this feeling.
“Christmas magic” doesn’t have an age limit!
Now, Christmas for me has nothing to do with gifts. And honestly, if I could, I would get rid of the
whole concept of Christmas lists and expectations a mile-long of greedy “wants”! But, in the spirit of
Christmas and the love of all things surrounding it, we will leave that one alone.
Magic…or maybe better said as magical! We celebrate the birth of Our Salvation! We celebrate
peace. We celebrate the elimination of fear, loneliness, hunger, thirst, sickness. Jesus’s birth brought
new life for all. Gave human life purpose. Meaning.
Village – peaceful scenery
Treats – comfort with fellowship
Music – rejoiceful sounds to speak to our hearts.
Movies – reminders of the greatness within our world, our lives, and our communities.
Jesus’s birth brought all the magic to Earth. And as we jingle through the season, be sure to see God
in all that you do. Humans could never do what He did.
And when Christmas becomes a “stressor” find a child…they will help you to see the magic.
Merry Christmas.
Tiffany Chipman
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December Youth Calendar:
1st:
3rd:
4th:
10th:
11th:
14th:
15th:
16th:
21st:
22nd:
23rd:
31st:

Advent Fair 9am – 11am
Christmas Candy sales start
Christmas program rehearsal 3:30 – 5pm
Christmas program rehearsal 6-8pm
Christmas program rehearsal 3:30 – 5pm
Christmas program rehearsal 6-8pm
Operation Christmas Set-up 8-9pm
Operation Christmas Distribution 9am – 1pm
Christmas program 10am
Youth Committee 5pm
Christmas Breakfast Prep 10am
Christmas Breakfast 8:30am – 10am
Christmas Crawl 2pm
Christmas Break begins
New Year’s Eve Party 6pm – 10pm

When Santa Met St. Nick
First Lutheran Youth Christmas Program
Sunday, December 15th at 10am.
Support our youth and families by
attending the program and taking a close
look at the great items of Christmas!

Punch & Cookies will be served following
the program.

Christmas Fundraising:

Christmas Program
Rehearsals

Get your Christmas candies and help support

Rehearsals for our Christmas program will
be as follows:

our youth! Candy sales will be before and

after all worships starting December 1st and
ending December 22nd. Prices will vary.

Tuesdays (3:30 – 5pm) on
December 3rd & 10th.
Wednesdays (6-8pm) on
December 4th & 11th
.
***All youth with
speaking & singing
parts should
attend rehearsals***

***Profits made help students attend camps,
18

outings, activities and much more***

Advent Fair
Join us on Sunday, December 1st from 9am
– 11am for our annual kickoff to Advent!
Cross-generational event includes:
Gingerbread Village building
(everyone will be able to assemble
their own building for our village).
Village will be displayed throughout
December.
Christmas Crafts...Cookies & Cocoa
Bring the whole family and your friends for
a morning of fun in Fellowship Hall.

Youth Help w/Operation
Christmas:
On Wednesday, December 11th – our
youth groups will help set up tables
& boxes after program rehearsal
(from 7:30pm – 9pm).
On Saturday, December 14th – youth
are invited to help with box
distribution from 9am – 1pm. Please
see Operation Christmas sign-up
sheets; or talk to Tiffany Chipman.
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This is the
Champion
Dodgeball team
from the
Wednesday
Community Youth
night on
November 20.
131 local Youth
were in
attendance .

And it is the Godstock crew—who went
to the Metropolis on November 8-10:
Colin Hand, Drake Marks, Roman
Chipman, Xander Larson and brave
Tiffany Chipman.

Christmas Breakfast
Sunday, December 22nd
9am – 10am
Fellowship Hall
First Lutheran Youth Groups would like to
invite everyone for some Christmas cheer and
fellowship over a warm breakfast. This is our
way of saying “thank you” for the great
support our congregation has for our youth.

Thank you for all the generous donations for
our College Care Packages. We boxed and
shipped 17 boxes!
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Youth Education & Christmas Break:
Terrific Tuesday:

Sunday School:

December 3rd & 10th: Christmas program rehearsal
December 17th: Christmas Party & last meet of
the “year”
January 7th: Terrific Tuesday resumes
December 1st: Advent Fair
December 8th: Christmas Program Rehearsal
December 15th: Christmas Program
January 5th: Sunday school resumes

Wednesday Nite Live:
December 4th & 11th: Christmas program rehearsal
December 18th: Christmas party & last meet of the “year”
January 8th: Wednesday Nite Live resumes

Youth & Education Committee:
December meeting is Monday,
December 16th at 5pm. New members
welcome.

Parent Squad:
We will not meet in
December. See you in
January!
Merry Christmas!!!
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December 1, 2019
First Sunday of Advent

December 8, 2019
Second Sunday of Advent

Prayer of the Day
Stir up you power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and
reign with Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your
salvation. Alleluia. (Ps. 85.7)
Readings and Psalm

Prayer of the Day
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son,.
By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and
peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,now and forever.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the
salvation of God. Alleluia (Luke 3:4-6)
Readings and Psalm

Isaiah 2:1-5
War transformed into peace.

Isaiah 11:1-10
A ruler brings justice and peace.

Psalm 122
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the
LORD.” (Ps. 122:1)

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
May the righteous flourish; let there be abundance of peace.

Romans 13:11-14
Salvation is near; wake from sleep

Romans 15:4-13
Living in harmony

Matthew 24:36-44
The sudden coming of salvation

Matthew 3:1-12 Jesus speaks of the resurrection

Preface

Advent

Color

Blue

Preface

Advent

Color

Blue

December 15, 2019
Third Sunday of Advent

December 22, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Prayer of the Day

Prayer of the Day

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen
our faith in your coming, that transformed by grace we may walk in
your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that
eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you. who will prepare
your way before you.. Alleluia. (Matt:11:10)

Alleluia. The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel; Alleluia. (Matt 1:23)
Reading and Psalm

Readings and Psalm

Isaiah 7:10-16
The sign of Immanuel

Isaiah 35:1-10
The desert blooms
Psalm 146:5-10
The lifts up those who are bowed down.

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80-7)

(Ps.146-8)

Romans 1:1-7
Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome

James 5:7-10
Patience until the Lord’s coming
Matthew 11:2-11
The forerunner of Christ
Preface

Advent

Color

Blue

Matthew 1:18-25
Our God near at hand
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Preface

Advent

Color

Blue

December 24, 2019
Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve

December 29, 2019
First Sunday of Christmas

Prayer of the Day
I– Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light
of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia (Luke 2:10-11)

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own
powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the
needy from harm and adversity, for he lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly.. Alleluia (Col 3:15,16)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 63:7-9
Israel saved by God’s own presence

Readings and Psalm
I- Particularly appropriate for Christmas Eve.
Isaiah 9:2-7
A child is born for us

Psalm 148
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)

Psalm 96
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps.96:11)

Hebrews 2:10-18
Christ frees humankind

Titus 2:11-14
The grace of God has appeared.

Matthew 2:13-23
The slaughter of innocent children

Luke 2:1-14 God with us

Preface

Christmas

Preface

Christmas

Color

White

Color

White

Welcome First Word Last Bite recipe sharing column.
If you have a favorite recipe, please submit to
Carol Mooney Williamson at
carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Mini Pecan Pie Muffins
Submitted by Connie (Vallem) Carlson
Here’s a yummy, very easy recipe that makes the house small SO GOOD! And its a
good Christmas baking recipe.

1 cup light brown sugar
1 cup flour
2 eggs, room temp.
2/3 cup butter, melted
1 cup pecans, chopped
Mix together. Pour into greased mini muffin tins, two-thirds full.
Bake at 350 degrees 12-15 minutes. Let cool a bit before removing from pans.
Makes 24.
Try eating only one, it’s IMPOSSIBLE!!
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COMMUNITY MEAL
Every Wednesday
Night
At 5:00 pm
~THANK YOU~
Kim & Rich Molitor
For overseeing the
month of October

&

A community meal is served in Fellowship Hall here at First
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.
The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a
free will donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared
and served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as
well as volunteers within the community.
If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at
the sign-up sheets on the cart located on the left side of the
Church as you enter. See who is in charge for the month and
give them call or sign-up to help.
November Weekly Wednesday Night Supper Sponsors
6

Lori Clifford and the 4 Leaf Clovers

13

Karen Menke and St. Joseph

20

Nancy Nelson and the Hayward Lions

27

FLC Youth

Jeff & Jan Hubbard
For overseeing the
month of November

Everyone Welcome to the
First Lutheran Church
New Year’s Eve Party
New Years Eve Party
December 31, 2019
6pm – 10pm
Fellowship Hall
Join us for a New Years party for all ages.
Games! Food! A puzzling puzzle!
Bring a dish to share! Kid-friendly!
Families of all ages!
Ring in the new year with a sparking juice
toast at “midnight” (10pm!!!)
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Purls of Prayer

The Card Ladies
December 3
9:30am

The Cover Girls will
meet only on Thursday,
December 19
at 9:00 am

Purls of Prayer will meet
not meet in December

Our new greeting card
creations are from donated
birthday, anniversary and
sympathy cards. Check out
our display located in the
Narthex near the main
entrance. Our prices are
reasonable!

Our group makes quilts
which are given to
Lutheran World Relief,
as well as to various
needs within the
Hayward community.

We are an on-going
outreach ministry for
those in need of comfort
and prayer, or are
celebrating a special
occasion.

Everyone is welcome to
join our group. You
don’t need to be a
seamstress — if you can
tie a knot and enjoy
fellowship, you can be a
Cover Girl!

We knit or crochet prayer
shawls from yarn that has
been donated to us. These
beautiful creations are
then blessed and given to
friends and relatives so
that they may feel the love
of our Lord and Savior.

Donations of material
and crochet thread are
greatly appreciated.
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Next Meeting Wednesday
January 8, 2020
(2nd Wednesday in January)
first Wednesday every other month

2020 Grief Support Schedule
Six-Week Group (weekly)
Begins in April 2020. Dates will follow.

The Outreach Committee began a new program on
November 13th which will run through December
13. There is a need for play clothes for infants and
children up to 12 years of age. A collection bin has
been placed in the Narthex. The short time span
for collection will avoid crowding the December
activity calendar. The Outreach Committee
members also assist with Operation Christmas.

The Community Grief Ongoing Monthly
Support Group
continues to meet on the
2nd Thursday afternoon
from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at
First Lutheran Church.
This is a program of education and renewal
for any person who has experienced loss
through the death of a loved one.

Theology on Tap
Meets at the The Steak House
on Tuesday,
December 10 at 7pm.
Topic: Tradition

A food donation bin is located in the Narthex at all times and the food is
picked up each Monday morning. Your food or monetary donations would be
greatly appreciated. Please note that monetary donations for the food shelf
should be brought to the
Church Office.
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Check out our First Lutheran Church
Website at:
http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
We have several online ways to contribute
to First Lutheran Church ministries.
Give+ Mobile
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to
make convenient credit or debit card
donations quickly through your Android or
Apple phones.

Upcoming Events
Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box
titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to
use. Simply go to the App Store and
search for “give plus Church” to download
and start donating today.

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a new
devotional every day sponsored by
Luther Seminary titled God Pause Daily
Devotion. Clicking on the devotion box
will take you to the entire devotional.

Automatic withdrawal from your banking
account. You may set the amount of your
contribution, the date, the frequency.
Contact the office for more information.

Weekly Sermons/Bulletin
Sermons and weekly bulletins are
available online the following Monday
and are available for four weeks.
If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net
“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the ELCA.
Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with clergy
on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors to the
area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation are not
a part of their daily lives. The cost per broadcast is $30.
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments on radio station
WRLS-FM (92.3). These segments air at 8:30am every Sunday. The sponsorship of a
broadcast may be in honor of a person, or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one
and is open to all.
November 10 in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
November 17 in memory of Laura Ingersoll by Grace Clark
November 24 in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill & Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family.
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.

…there is a new creation

If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted. The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America is still
comparatively new as a Church body, and
yet our roots are much deeper than our 25
years together. The taproot of our life
extends
through
the
histories
of
predecessor Churches in the United
States, through the formative witness of
the 16th century evangelical reformers and
their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ. Our life
is in Jesus Christ. We are deeply rooted in
his word of forgiveness and the promises of
God’s steadfast love and mercy. The word
of Christ dwells in us richly. God nourishes
us as one body in Jesus Christ with
companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.

OFFICE HOURS
•

Monday - Thursday
8:30—4:00

•

Friday
8:30—12:00

We are being made new every day. In Jesus
Christ we are not unchanged. What God does
in Christ is as radical as the death and
resurrection of baptism, where new creatures
in Christ rise to live “no longer for themselves,
but for him who died and was raised for them.”
God is bringing that new creation to life among
us in the ministry of reconciliation. In that
service we no longer see each other as we did
before.
We are no longer strangers,
competitors or enemies to each other. We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a
communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the
common good in Christ. The new creation in
Christ rises to life among us every day.

WEEKLY BULLETIN
If you would like to
submit information for
the weekly bulletin, it is
due to

FIRST WORD
ALL ARTICLES for the First
Word newsletter are to be sent
to Carol at

carolmw@firstlutheranhawyardwi.net

by 12:00 pm the 16th of
December for the January
First Word

Carol Williamson by
4:00pm each Wednesday

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Joel Bacon

Pastor

pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Jeannette Siemers

Business Manager

jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Carol Mooney Williamson

Office Manager

carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Tiffany Chipman

Youth and Education Director

tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Ray Austin

Building and Grounds

ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net

Patty Van Landschoot

Choir Director

davidjv@centurytel.net

Rebecca Iverson

Organist

beckyiverson@charter.net

Patty Treland

Volunteer Coordinator

ptreland@gmail.com
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Caring and Praying
CARE CENTERS
Aspen Acres
10214 Rock Creek Rd
Hayward, WI 54843



CHRONIC/LONG-TERM ILLNESS

Service Dec 5
at 9:45 am

John Jaeckel

Irene Ahrenkiel
Mel Friske

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Lucille Ackley
Celia Anderson
Natalie Beck
Dean Bjelland
Colson Bjelland
Emmett Burke
Billy Cline
Mary Crippen
Catherine Cushman
Kay Edwards
Noel Estenson
Joey Falch
Carmen Gillis
Vi Jacobson
Joan Jacobowski
Denise Leasure
Gayle Meisner
Dode Marquardt
Palmer McCoy
Colleen Moreland
Jim Probyn
Dawn Saxum
Joe Sisco
Anna Suzan
Liz Webber
Barbara Williamson
Joyce Zaspel

Care Partners Assisted Living
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843
Country Terrace
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Hayward Health
Center

Service Dec 5
at 10:30 am

10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843


Liz Webber

Water’s Edge
11044 N State Rd 77
Hayward, WI 54843













Service Dec 5
at 2:30pm

Care Center
Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland
Paul Pedersen
Joyce Zaspel
Assisted Living
Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis and Dolores
(Dode) Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Dorothy Persson
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For All the Saints
Alleluia!
Baptism
Layke Harold Schlapper
Tanner James Treland
Madeline Maureen Saporito
Alexis Colleen Madsen

02/09/19
03/31/19
07/21/19
09/05/19

Death
May A Farley
Karl F Lundeen
Marlen K Kaiser
Ruth Trettin
William Vitcenda
Hilbert (Bert) Wege
James M Anderson
Eilene J Harper
Arvid H Vallem
Judith A Anderson
John Kaiser
Harriet Gobler
Elizabeth Schleeter
Diane E Hedin
Judy Vitcenda

11/02/18
11/08/18
01/06/19
02/14/19
02/22/19
04/10/19
05/15/19
05/09/19
05/18/19
06/28/19
06/29/19
08/29/19
09/07/19
09/20/19
10/26/19

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to
Tom Matthiae on the passing of his mother,
Marjorie Matthiae.
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to
Vivian Melby and family on the passing of her
son Kenny Melby. A memorial service will be held
at First Lutheran on Saturday, December 7 at
11:00am.
30

2019 December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

3

4

Candy Sales Begin
Poinsettia Sales End
8:00 AM Worship
8:30 AM Teen Room Open
9:00 AM Advent Fair
9:00 AM Coffee & Fellowship
9:05 AM NO Adult Forum
9:05 AM Chimes Rehearsal
9:30 AM NO Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship

Phones - Op Christmas

8:00 AM Men's Bible Group
8:00 AM Women's Weekly Study
9:30 AM Card Ladies
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
10:45 AM Music & Worship
3:00 PM Teen Room Open
3:00 PM Terrific Tuesday

8:45 AM
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

Thursday
5

GHAMA - Pastor
Teen Room Open
Community Supper
Outreach
Wednesday Nite Live
NO Choir Rehearsal

Friday
6

OC Food Arrives - Men @ Work Unload

Saturday
7
5:00 PM Worship

9:45 AM Aspen Acres Communion
10:30 AM Hayw ard Health Communion

11:15 AM Water's Edge Communion

6:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
6:00 PM The Spirit Within Rehearsal

3:15 PM Hayward Health - GHAMA

4:00 PM Water's Edge
6:00 PM FLCW Christmas Tea

8

9

8:00 AM Worship
8:30 AM Teen Room Open
9:00 AM Coffee & Fellowship

5:00 PM CC Exec Meeting-Library

10

8:00 AM Men's Bible Group
5:30 PM Congregational Council 8:00 AM Women's Weekly Study
9:45 AM Peace Circle
9:00 AM Christmas Program Rehearsal
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:30 PM Faith, Hope & Love Circle
9:05 AM Adult Forum
9:05 AM Chimes Rehearsal - Room 4
3:00 PM Teen Room Open
10:00 AM Worship
3:00 PM Terrific Tuesday

11

12

13

Gifts in Pews - 8:00am
Last Day for Children's Gifts
3:00 PM Teen Room Open
5:00 PM Community Supper

9:00 AM NO Cover Girls
1:00 PM Grief Support Monthly

2:00 PM Op Christmas Gift Dist 9:00 AM Op Christmas Gift Dist
5:00 PM Worship

14

6:00 PM The Spirit Within Rehearsal

5:00 PM All Music Christmas Planning Mtg

6:00 PM Wednesday Nite Live
6:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

5:00 PM Saw yer Cty Connecting for Kids

7:00 PM Theology On Tap

15
8:00 AM
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
9:05 AM

16
Worship
Teen Room Open
Coffee & Fellowship
Adult Forum

17

8:00 AM Men's Bible Group
5:00 PM Youth Committee - Library 8:00 AM Women's Weekly Study
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM Teen Room Open
9:05 AM Chimes Rehearsal - Room 4
3:00 PM Terrific Tuesday
10:00 AM Youth Christmas Program
6:00 PM NO Jubilee Circle

22

First Word Deadline

23

8:00 AM Worship
8:30 AM Teen Room Open
8:30 AM Christmas Breakfast
9:05 AM NO Adult Forum
9:30 AM NO Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
2:00 PM Parade of Homes

29

30

8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Coffee & Fellowship
9:05 AM NO Adult Forum
9:30 AM NO Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship

5

18
8:45 AM
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

Pastor-GHAMA
Teen Room Open
Community Supper
Fellowship
Wednesday Nite Live
Choir Rehearsal

20

21

NO Friday Night Movie

9:30 AM Purls of Prayer

6:00 PM NO The Spirit Within Rehearsal

24

25

Church Office Closed
Church Office Closed
5:00 PM Community Supper
8:30 AM NO Many Hands Day
6:00 PM No Wednesday Nite Live 6:00 PM NO The Spirit Within Rehearsal
6:00 PM NO Choir Rehearsal

31

Jan 1

Notes
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2

31

10:00 AM Christmas Breakfast PREP

5:00 PM Worship

8:00 AM Men's Bible Group
8:00 AM Women's Weekly Study
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
2:00 PM Christmas Eve Service
3:00 PM No Terrific Tuesday
4:00 PM Christmas Eve Service
8:00 PM Christmas Eve Service

8:00 AM Men's Bible Group
8:00 AM Women's Weekly Study
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM No Terrific Tuesday
6:00 PM New Year's Eve Party

6

19
9:00 AM Cover Girls

27

28
5:00 PM Worship

3

4

Worship With Us!
Saturday—5:00 pm

Sunday—8:00 am and 10:00 am

Everyone is Welcome!

10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin
715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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