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First Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 
                  Let all that you do be done in love.                        

I Corinthians 16:14 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
January, 2020 

 

Pastor Joel Bacon 

       “The Giant is coming!” the kids would shout.  The kids called him the   
Giant.  He wasn’t attacking a village or coming down a beanstalk he was     
simply coming home from the sawmill where he worked every day.  He was a 
giant of a man and he had lived in a time when a man with a third grade     
education could take a job and with it get married, buy a home and raise a 
family.  The awestruck kids were his grandchildren which his wife looked   
after while both parents worked.  The kids loved their Giant but they never 
knew which Giant would come home.  If the Giant came home and with a big 
sigh plopped into his living room chair then the kids knew it was a good idea 
to be quiet.  The grandkids knew, then, that grandpa had had a difficult day 
at the mill.  The Giant was never mean, never ever violent, he was just ‘beat’ 
and needed to be left alone for awhile.  The grandkids always watched for 
their huge grandfather to come down the street because he didn’t always 
plop into his favorite chair.  Every now and then, wordlessly, he would lay 
down on the middle of the living room.  That laying down on the living room 
floor was all the invitation they needed to go running in and jump on the man.  
The Giant would be a human playground and would toss and play with his 
grandchildren until supper time.  The house was light, full of joy and          
laughter, when the Giant laid down. 

     Years later, one of those grandchildren would cry in church on Christmas 
Eve as he remembered and missed his Giant.  Our experience of God can, in 
many ways, be an awestruck reverence and inapproachability.  But a          
distance, nonetheless. God is up in His throne and we are down here and 
down here is God forsaken which explains why He is up there and we are 
down here.  In Bethlehem, the birthplace of the incarnation of God,  Jesus, 
the Giant laid down.  We see in Bethlehem the sheer approachability of God.  
All earth is giddy, joyful, the long-anticipated Giant has come home.  And He 
laid down. 

     Merry Christmas to you all.  And may you know that God walks with you in 
this year we will call 2020.  May 2020 be the year you become the person 
you always want to be.  May this congregation be a blessing to the               
community and the world in 2020. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Joel 
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Happy New Year 

January Congregation Meeting: In preparation for the upcoming year, the Council proposed budget 
is available for review.  Copies are in the Narthex.  Once again, we will be offering informative 
question/answer budget meetings to be held on Wednesday January 8th and Wednesday January 
15th at 4pm in the Library.  Please join us if you have questions on the proposed budget.  The annual 
meeting is scheduled for January 26th.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL 
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Jeannette Siemers 
Business Manager 
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Copies of the budget are available in the Church Narthex. 
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Copies of the budget are available in the Church Narthex. 
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Faith, Hope and Love 
Circle will meet on 

Tuesday, January 14 
in the Church Library 

at  1:30. 

Hostess:      
Carol Knudson 

Leader: Carolyn   
Simmons 

Jubilee Circle will meet January 21 

at 6pm in the library.  

We welcome anyone interested to join us. 

Please contact Rhonda Passolt at 
715-634-1062 or 715-563-2502 or

passolt0826@yahoo.com with any 

questions

 Jubilee Circle 

Women’s Weekly 
Study meets every 
Tuesday at 8:00am  

in the library  
at First Lutheran. 

This group meets each 
Tuesday morning for a light 
breakfast, fellowship and a 

study.   
They are currently      
watching the DVD      

series “Isaiah: Visions of 
Promise.” 

Come join us! 

Peace Circle: will meet on Tuesday, January 14th 
at 9:45am in the church library.    

Hostess: Barbara Klippel      Leader: Linda Euneau 

Men’s Bible Group 
meets every week on Tuesdays at 8am. 

They are currently reading and discussing 
The Second Mountain by David Brooks.  

They serve a light breakfast   
at the meeting. 

ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAYS 
ADULT FORUM from approximately 9:05 – 9:55 in 
the Fellowship Hall.   Grab a cup of coffee and a 
treat and join us for an interesting 50 minutes!      

mailto:passolt0826@yahoo.com
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An Evangelical Minute 

Poverty and Hunger 

     The second impact area of the ELCA Campaign, “Everything Being Made New Again,” 
is Poverty and Hunger. To understand how the ELCA, partnering with 62 countries 
world wide, including the U.S., is impacting the cycles of poverty and hunger, a look at 
societal changes will help. It was common for fathers to marry off their young     
daughters, ages 15 or so, often to men twice their age or older. Incomes were very low 
& Families large and this practice promised more of the same. 

     As help has become available to these populations, societal changes have followed. 
The article centered on MILACRO (miracle)  in Guatemala City and the Augustinian     
Lutheran Center, 2018.  Educational opportunities became more available and with 
them, women have begun to feel empowered to seek change for their daughters and 
granddaughters. Among their dreams for change, education played a big part in a new 
feeling of self-worth and decision making. A by-product of the “equal-rights     
philosophy”  has been happiness in the home and at school. The extended community 
has seen the positive changes as well as the community of faith. And on the plus-side, 
there are girls who are longing to be able to go on to school. 

Dear Father, 

 See what joining hands can do! Bless the work of these hands and of those who  
continue to quietly do for others! 

In Christ, Amen. 
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Operation Christmas Thank You! 

Thank you to the entire congregations of 1st Lutheran, United Methodist, and the      
Ascension Episcopal Church’s for their wonderful response to the 2019 Operation     
Christmas. You provided Christmas to 220 area families in need: Food baskets, pies,     
candy, fruit, Hamburger, a ham, and potatoes and carrots were distributed along with 
gifts to over 400 children. Along with hats and mittens for area schools to distribute to 
children as needed and holiday cheer with cookies for area shut-ins.  

I would also like to thank: 

All who made generous donations to purchase food. 
The tree takers who purchased and wrapped gifts for children. 
Volunteers, who took the phone calls, packed the boxes, wrapped and coordinated the 

gift distribution, unloaded the food truck, worked on distribution, and coordinated 
and tracked request along with mailing confirmations.  An Army of volunteers made 
this operation work. Thank you Thank you! 

Jerry Bechard for the wonderful pies from Norske Nook 
Tremblay’s  for the boxes of delicious fudge 
Salvation Army for meat vouchers. 
 Kwik Trip, Perkins, Walmart, Marketplace, Millers Market, Thrivent, H&R Block, and 

the Fire House Bakery; along with the Hayward, Seeley, and Chequamegon Lions 
Clubs for their contributions. 

1st Lutheran men’s group (seed money) and Men at work group (man power). 
1st Lutheran youth and Boy Scout Troop #70 and who helped make a difference. 
Linda Graham for her coordination with Feed my People 
Pastor Joel and the staff of 1st Lutheran who assisted us every step of the way. 

A huge thank you to everyone who included this Outreach Project in their prayers, 
brought gifts, made donations, brought mittens and hats, and baked cookies. 

Because of this congregation, United Methodist Church, and Ascension Episcopal Church, 
220 families in our community experienced Christ’s love this Christmas. 

Blessings, 

Kathy McCoy 
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A Message from Your Youth and Education Director      January, 2020 

 
     For most of my life I would say that I was Christian. I would go to church (sometimes) and say things 
like “God Bless You”, “Please, God”, “Thank you, Lord” and “Amen”. But, as far as letting God into my full 
life, well, that was something else.  
     See for many of my years, I lived on my own standards. I did what I wanted, when I wanted, and how I 
wanted. I didn’t put “others” into perspective when I did “my” things. I stuck to my own rules. It was during 
this time that many people were able to manipulate me, convince me to do or act in certain ways. During 
this time of my life, I was full of friends and social-life and at the center of many things. Socially, I had it 
all. Personally, I was deeply alone.  
     One day I woke up and an old familiar face stood before me. I was told life wasn’t for me. It wasn’t just 
for the bubble of people and things around me. My life was made for something bigger. And it was time 
for me to get on board! So, against all resistance, I let this familiar face in. It wasn’t all at once. It started 
with the tiniest of steps and then into bigger ones. It was time for the biggest change of my life!  
     This familiar face was God. And, I finally let Him be the center of my life.  
     Today, my life is filled with joy and happiness. I have compassion and forgiveness. I have love. Things 
I thought I had, but until I let God completely in, I didn’t realize the strength each of these have. Each day 
my faith grows deeper and stronger. I didn’t just “have it all” I saw and felt it all!  
     For me, letting God in has been one of the most fulfilling and loneliest things I have done. My family is 
faithful, and they have the love of God within them, but they are where I once was. They are stuck in the 
“God is cool and all, but it’s my life and I can do what I want” phase. So, I sit in a lonely place; patiently 
waiting for them to join me.  
     At home and in public I listen to the snickers, take the gabs, bite my tongue and pray. Pray that, they 
too, will take up the cross and see life through God’s eyes.  
     Since letting God in, my “social” circles have diminished. I am no longer the person to either be in the 
“middle” of the group or be the “go-to” for “hanging out” or just talking. I guess it can be scary for some to 
see someone wear faith on their sleeve. To let God, have control. To let things, happen as they might. To 
“roll with it”. And there are many times, I am the last one in the room others want to talk to. But that is   
truly okay. I am not alone and my love for everyone will always be there. And I will always be there when 
they are ready.  
     See things happen to everyone at certain times within their lives where the decision to go against or 
with the human ways. These are the times when God is speaking directly to a person and holding His 
hand out for them to take. Some grab a hold, and some do not. It doesn’t mean God loves one more than 
another, it just means some are ready and some are not.  
     God has given me a path. He holds my hand through it. Some parts of the path are smooth, and some 
are rocky. This isn’t a gab from God to see if I am faithful. It is because earthly-life will always try to spill 
over and it is always up to you if you are going to fall into it or drudge through it. Letting God have the 
control has increased my faith. So much so that I applied to Luther Seminary for my master’s degree and 
to become a Deacon and on Wednesday, December 4, 2019 I received a call that I am accepted into the 
program!  
     So, to all of you that are on the fence about going all in… 
Take the plunge.  
Grab God’s hand and jump.  
Let God drive.  
 Of earthly-life, I may feel alone and dismissed but God makes sure I am never alone. And with that I 
am at peace.  
     May 2020 give you the courage to jump.  
 
Many blessings~ Tiffany Chipman 

I Let God In                                                                                                           
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Another Year…Continued Success!  
 
THANK YOU to our youth, families, friends, congregation for help 
with our When Santa Met St. Nick Christmas program. It was     
another successful year! Our youth worked so very hard and pulled 
everything off with grace! Thank you, Pastor Joel, for writing our 
script this year. It was fun and educational! Rhonda Passolt, thank 
you for being my co-captain. And, thank you for all the help with 
costumes and the set: Pat Olson, Jan Hubbard, Kym Kirk, Stacey 
Bergschnieder, Kirsten Strottman, Karyn Tiffany, Lori Clifford,    
Maran Bacon, Joel Bacon and Ray Austin. 

 

Educational Classes:  
 
2020 is here and I hope everyone was able to get some rest and relaxation over break. Now 
it is time to start back to education classes:  
 
Sunday School: January 5

th
 – 9:30am – Children’s Sermon (about 10:30) 

Terrific Tuesday: January 7
th
 – after school (3:15) – 5pm 

Wednesday Nite Live: January 8
th
 – 6pm – 9pm 

 
Invite your friends. Come ready for learning, conversation and fellowship.  

Middle School & High School Youth Group:  
 
A change starting January 8

th
! Middle school students are invited to stay after confirmation 

and join our high school youth group in games, movies, activities and more. High School 
Youth Group meets every Wednesday from 7pm – 9pm.  

 
Parent Squad:  
 

Join us on Tuesday, January 28
th
 from 6pm-8pm for conversation and fellowship.                

Our topic of the evening is “Cabin Fever”. 
 

All parents are welcome.  
We will meet at Jim & Tiffany Chipman’s home. Snacks will be provided.  
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SUPER BOWL PIZZA SALE 
 
Super Bowl Sunday is a fun time to have family & friends over. Let us do the hard part for 
you.  
First Lutheran Youth is again selling take & bake pizzas. Funds raised go to our youth that 
will attend the ELCA Youth Gathering the summer of 2021.  
 
Orders will be taken between services on 01/05/20, 01/12/20, 01/19/20 or by emailing Tiffany 
Chipman at tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net.  
 
Choices:  
14” Sausage      $12.00 
14” Pepperoni     $12.00 
14” Cheese      $10.00 
14” Sausage/Pepperoni  $14.00 
 
Pizzas will be ready for pick up on Sunday, February 2

nd
                        

 between worship services in the church kitchen.  

ELCA Youth Gathering – 2021 
 
Calling all students currently in 7

th
 – 11

th
 grade. It is time to start planning and fundraising for 

our 2021 trip to Minneapolis! Our first gathering meeting is Sunday, January 12
th
 at 11am 

(after 10am worship). Anyone who is OR may be interested in attending should come to the 
meeting. (Parents should attend as well).  
 
***If you are unsure…please come to the meeting and find out more details*** 

Luther Park Summer Camps 
 
Registrations are now open for summer camp at Luther Park. You can register online at 
www.lutherpark.org. As always, First Lutheran will pay a portion of camp for all youth              
members attending. Please contact Tiffany Chipman with your camp information.  

mailto:tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
http://www.lutherpark.org
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Screenagers: 
 
Did you know that the dopamine we get from “screen time” is the same chemical released 
with drinking alcohol??? 
 
Come – Join – Learn – Discuss – See 
 
Wednesday, January 15

th
 

6pm – 9pm 
The Park Center 
 
GHAMA & Hayward Youth Network have partnered together to show the documentary of 
“Screenagers – Growing Up In The Digital Age” and hold discussion afterwards. Bring your 
whole family. Bring your friends. Be sure to be there!  

Calendar of Events for Youth:  

5th: Sunday School resumes @ 9:30am 

  Youth Leaders meeting @ 10:30am 

  Pizza Sales Start 

7th: Terrific Tuesdays resumes 

8th: Wednesday Nite Live resumes @ 6pm 

12th ELCA Youth Gathering Meeting @11am  

15th: Screenagers – The Park Center 

19th: Youth Led Worship @ 10am 

  Last day for pizza orders 

20th: Youth Committee Meeting @ 5pm 

28th: Parent Squad @ 6pm 
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Choir Schedule 
The Choir will be singing at the following worship services 
 
        

 
  

          
 
 
 

Rehearsals Wednesdays at 6pm 
 

  
   10am         January 12 
     8am       January 19  
     8am         January 26  

 

First Lutheran Church has inherited a four-octave 
set of Schulmerich Handchimes. 

 

Rehearsals will be held on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd     
Sunday at 9:05am, between services 

 

The Spirit Within will be playing at the following services; 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you...Shelley, Julie, Ann, Rhonda 
Randy, Pete, Mike, Ray 

Lea and Dennis 
 

Practice times are every Thursday at 6:00pm 

 

 10am             January      5 
   5pm            January    18                                          
 10am             January    19             
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ADULT FORUMS STARTING IN JANUARY  
 

We will be finishing our Adult Forum on LITURGY on January 15 and will be starting a new video 
series on the life story of one of the most influential figures in church history – Augustine of 
HIPPO, or St. Augustine as he is called, was one of the greatest theologians of the Christian 
Church.  His works, including the “City of God, On the Trinity, and the Confessions, have had an 
inestimable impact on the church and, by extension, on Western Civilization at large.  Yet, 
where did such faith begin?  After rejecting his mother’s Christianity as simplistic and         
restraining, Augustine embarked on a path toward self-gratification, marked by the pursuit of 
money, political power and sexual pleasure.  
Hosted by Augustine expert Mike Aquilina and shot on location in Rome and Milan, this           
documentary explores the conversion story of one of the most significant figures in church     
history.  Travel back to the fourth century and discovery why Augustine became a “Voice for 
All Generations.”  This video is 55 minutes and will probably take only two weeks.  
 
Following completion of Augustine, we will begin a popular series from the Christian History   
Institute Collection called From Christ to Constantine - The Trial and Testimony of the Early 
Church. This is a series of 6 half hour programs, produced in consultation with an international 
team of scholars, takes you to the actual locations to show what the early church was like, how 
it spread, and the persecution it endured. The six series programs are: 1) Foundation – What do 
we know about Christ? What happened to his twelve apostles? 2)  Spread – A word for all      
peoples. An impossible task, yet they blanketed the whole Roman Empire. How did these early 
believers get their message to the world?  3) Accusation – The Roman Empire had room for all 
kinds of religions, yet Christianity just didn’t fit. Many charges were leveled against the        
believers – some will surprise you.  4) The mightiest empire in history unleashed repeated waves 
of persecution against the early believers. Why was the unarmed church such a threat to 
Rome?  5) Testimony – Heroic figures emerged. Their effect on the young church was             
far-reaching.  Here are two:  Polycarp and Perpetua.  6)  Transition – When the Emperor       
Constantine came to the throne, the church was granted legal standing.  Was this a blessing or 
a bane?  Also, why the early church succeeded.  There will be handouts available. 

Thank you to Tiffany and all the other people who contributed to the college 
boxes.  It is always such a good feeling to know how much your church     
family is thinking of you.  The treats are so helpful during finals week.  I am 
lucky to be part of such a caring congregation.  Josh Passolt - Western   

Michigan University. 

 

Thank you from the staff, 

 

We deeply appreciate the many acts of kindness you have bestowed on us this 
Christmas Season. Your cards and gifts are treasured by each of us here at First 
Lutheran Church.  We count ourselves fortunate to be blessed by such a loving     
congregation. 

 

Pastor Joel, Jeannette, Carol, Tiffany, Ray, Becky and Patty 
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Altar Guild   
  members for the month         

of January are: 
Judy Timmerman 

Maureen Schreiber 
Rose Frisch 
Jan Wege 
Kay Sieh 

Barb Jacobsen 
Sue Reinardy 

 
*Thank you for your willingness                

to serve*  

Communion Bread Makers  
  for the Month of January 

 
Jan. 4/5   Georgia Frye 
Jan 11/12   Sherry Beckman 
Jan 18/19   Erinn Bratley 
Dec 25/26     Judy Timmerman 
 

Eternal Candle Sponsors for January 
    
 John & Joyce Moreland  In Honor of our “60th” Wedding Anniversary! 
  
Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor. 

 Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up. 
 
 

There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsor, please sign up and let 
the office know. Thank you!!! 

Sanctuary Lighting  

Project 

We have met 
$28,885.52 

of our 
$40,000 

goal!  

Semi Annual Congregational meeting 
Sunday January 26th following 10am 
service (approximately 11am) 

 

Budget review forum meetings: 

Wednesday, January 8th and 
January 15th at 4pm. 
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First Lutheran Church Women   January, 2020   “Happy New Year” 

 

Epiphany, I love the way it sounds as it rolls off our tongue. This is the time in the church year that we 
rejoice and a “Light shines in the darkness”.  And the word Maji is another word that gives us pause 
for thought.  Three Wise men  (Magi) followed a bright Star to Jerusalem to ask Harod, “where is this 
King? We saw the Star and have come to worship Him”.  Do we see His Star as the wise men did; 
history tells us they came from many corners of the world to worship Him?  They traveled far and   
responded with Joy, Worship, and Gifts.  It is a time in this New Year that we can respond as the wise 
men did, seeking Him, worshiping Him and telling of “The Light of the World has come, a bright     
shinning Star!” In Matthew 5: 15-16 Jesus says, we are the light, He talks of a city on a hill cannot be 
hidden, Let us let our lights shine here in Hayward, not just on main street, but from our hearts.  We 
can be our neighbors Epiphany in the New Year.  

     Our Circles and Women’s Weekly Study (WWS) will begin our New Year and we invite you 

to begin the New Year with one of our women’s groups, as we grow together in our faith and 

enjoy the fellowship of as Women of First Lutheran. You are all welcome to join one of our 

study groups. 

  May God bless our studies this New Year and may God make us a blessing to others.  

      The WWS meet every Tuesday at 8am in the church Library for fellowship and a light          
breakfast.  Their study is an interactive study on Isaiah: Visions of Promise.  They are open and    
welcome all who would like to join. Please contact Linda Euneau, Barb Williamson, or Pat Olson. 

     Our Evening Circle Jubilee had a busy Christmas Holiday ringing bells for the Salvation Army.  
Thank you Circle members. Jubilee is led by Rhonda Passolt and meet every Third Tuesday at 6pm 
in the Church Library.  They have chosen  a DVD titled “Seamless” by Angie Smith.  They invite you 
bring a beverage and come and join them. If this is a good time for you please come.  

     Peace Circle meets every second Tuesday at 9:45am in the Church Library.  They are using 
the Studies in the Gather Magazine. January’s study is Session 2: The Call of Jesus. The focus is on 
the calling of the disciples and our calling.  The Hostess is Barbara Klippel and Leader is Linda 
Euneau.    

      Faith Hope & Love Circle meets every second Tuesday at 1:30pm in the Church Library. We 
are using the Gather Magazine also.   January study is Session 2: The Call of Jesus. The focus is on 
the calling of the disciples and our calling.  The Hostess is Carol Knudson and the Leader is      
Carolyn Simmons.   

     The Christmas Tea, The Origin and History of the Crèche was well attended and was enjoyed.  
It was so special to see our Nativity sets displayed and hear their history.  And we enjoyed the live 
Nativity presented by Tiffany Chipman and her youth.  And then the wonderful array of treats brought 
by our own chefs.  Thank you everyone who attended and took part in the program. A special thank 
you to Pastor Joel for joining us and embellishing on our story. 

     As part of the Operation Christmas we were able to distribute 45 boxes of wonderful homemade 
cookies for the Shut-ins as well as those who have had some struggles this past year. It is our way as 
a church to let you know you are prayed for and are not forgotten. Thank you bakers who brought in 
these cookies.  

     The New Year will bring the Women’s Thank Offering Service in January. This is the weekend 
where all women take part in the service.  We have yet to know what the date will be, but either the 
weekend of the 19th or the 26th of January.  

     Happy New Year, may we have the Joy of Christ in our hearts and the breath of the Holy Spirit 
working in all that we do as Christians in this year of our Lord 2020.  

              

 Sending God’s Blessings, your president, Linda Gordon         



 

  

18 

 January 5, 2020 
 Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

 

Prayer of the Day                                                                  
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light 
in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Gospel Acclamation                                                                
Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our 
God. Alleluia. (Ps. 98:3) 
 

Readings and Psalm 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Joy as God’s scattered flock gathers 
 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion.          
(Ps. 147:12) 
 
Ephesians 1:3-14                                                                
The will of God made known in Christ 
 
John 1:(1-9)10-18 
God with us 
 
 
Preface   Christmas 

Color    White 

 January 12, 2020   
 Baptism of Our Lord 
  
 

 

Prayer of the Day  
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are                                                        
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters 
and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. A voice from heaven said “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.” Alleluia (Matthew 3:17) 
 
 

Readings and Psalm                                                                                      

Isaiah 42:1-9 
The service of God brings justice. 
 
Psalm 29 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps.29:3) 
 
Acts 10:34-43 
Jesus’ ministry after his baptism 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 
Christ revealed as God’s servant 
 

Preface Baptism of Our Lord 
 

Color   White 

 January 19, 2020 
    Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 

Prayer of the Day      
                                                                                            
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us 
forever, that through your grace we may worship you and           
faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through   
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia. In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all      
people. Alleluia. (John 1:4) 
 

Readings and Psalm 

Isaiah 49:1-7  
The servant brings light to the nations 
 
Psalm 40:1-11 
I love to do your will, O my God. (Ps.40:8) 
 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Paul’s greeting to the church at Corinth 
 
John 1:29-42 
Christ revealed as the Lamb of God 
 

Preface Sundays 

 

Color  Green 

   January 26, 2020  
   Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 

 

Prayer of the Day      
                                                                                           
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows 
after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the 
ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and cured 
every sickness among the people Alleluia. (Matt 4:23) 

Reading and Psalm 

Isaiah 9:1-4  
Light shines for those in darkness 
 
Psalm 27:1,4-9 The Lord is my light and my salvation.   (Ps. 27:1) 
 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
An appeal for unity in the gospel 
 

Matthew 4:12-23  
Christ revealed as a prophet 
 
 

Preface Sundays 

 

Color  Green  
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Welcome First Word Last Bite recipe sharing column.   

If you have a favorite recipe, please submit to  

Carol Mooney Williamson at                                    
carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net  

Candied Carrots 
 

1 pound, sliced 1/2 inch carrots 

2 tablespoons butter 

3 tablespoons brown sugar 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

1/8 teaspoon black pepper  

1 tablespoon chopped parsley (optional) 

 

Place carrots in pan with one cup water. Bring to a boil and turn down to simmer.  Simmer 8 to 
10 minutes until tender.  Drain water and return to stove over medium heat.  Add butter,      
sugar, salt and pepper.  Cook 2 to 3 minutes until sugar is dissolved and carrots are 
glazed.  Place in serving bowl and sprinkle with parsley, if desired.  Serves 5. 

Submitted by Linda Treland 

 

Congratulations to Irene Byerly 
who celebrated her 100th        
birthday on November 22, 2019 
with family and friends at Water 
Edge.  She has been a lifelong 
member of First  Lutheran 
Church. 
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COMMUNITY MEAL 
 

Every Wednesday 
Night 

At 5:00 pm 
 

~THANK YOU~  
 

Liz Dokkestul 
For overseeing the                            
month of December 

 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

     A community meal is served in Fellowship Hall here at First         
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.   
     The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a 
free will donation.  The meals are nutritious and are prepared 
and served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as 
well as volunteers within the community.   
     If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at 
the sign-up sheets on the cart located on the left side of the 
Church as you enter.  See who is in charge for the month and 
give them  call or sign-up to help.  
    

 
December Weekly Wednesday Night Supper Sponsors 
   

 4   Ruth Blank and Ascension Episcopal Church   

11 Treland Family 

18 Mary Wright and the Hayward Lions 

25  Nels and Betty Beckman, Liz Dokkestul,Patty    
 Treland and Victoria Treland 

  

 

Movie Night 

Friday, January 17, 2020 

ELSA & FRED 

Color, PG-13, 97 Minutes 

 

ELSA AND FRED is the story of two people who, 
at the end of the road, discover that it’s never too 

late to love. After losing his wife, Fred 
(Christopher Plumber) feels disturbed, confused 
and alone, so his daughter (Marcia Gay Harden) 
helps move him into a small apartment where he 

meets Elsa (Shirley MacClaine). From that         
moment on, every thing changes. 

 

$5  donation 

Pizza Will Be Served 

 

Genre:  Romantic comedy 
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The Card Ladies  

NO January Meeting 
9:30am 

 
Our new greeting card 

creations are from donated 
birthday, anniversary and 

sympathy cards.  Check out 
our display located in the 
Narthex near the main 

entrance.  Our prices are 
reasonable! 

 

The Cover Girls will 
meet on Thursday,  
Jan 9 & Jan 16 

 at 9:00 am  
 

Our group makes quilts 
which are given to 

Lutheran World Relief, 
as well as to various 

needs within the 
Hayward community. 

 
Everyone is welcome to 
join our group.  You 

don’t need to be a 
seamstress — if you can 

tie a knot and enjoy 
fellowship, you can be a 

Cover Girl! 
 
 

Donations of material 
and crochet thread are 

greatly appreciated. 

 
Purls of Prayer will meet 
on Saturday, January 16 

at 9:30am 

 
 

We are an on-going 
outreach ministry for 

those in need of comfort 
and prayer, or are 

celebrating a special 
occasion.   

 
We knit or crochet prayer 
shawls from yarn that has 
been donated to us.  These 

beautiful creations are 
then blessed and given to 
friends and relatives so 

that they may feel the love 
of our Lord and Savior. 

 
 

Purls of Prayer 
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A food donation bin is located in the Narthex at all times and the food is 

picked up each Monday morning. Your food or monetary donations would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please note that monetary donations for the food shelf 

should be brought to the  
Church Office. 

 

Theology on Tap 

 

Meets at the The Ranch 

on Tuesday,  

January 14 at 7pm. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

2020 Grief Support Schedule 
Six-Week Group (weekly) 

    
 

April 15, April 22 
April 29, May 6, May 13, May 20 

 
September 10, September 17,     

September 24, October 1,           
October 8, October 15 

 
 

All meetings will be held at 1:00pm 
in the library at First Lutheran. 

 

The Community Grief Ongoing     
Monthly Support Group  

continues to meet on the                      

2nd Thursday afternoon  

from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at                

       First Lutheran Church.  

This is a program of education and     
renewal for any person who has          

experienced loss through the death of 
a loved one.  

Next Meeting Wednesday  

January 8, 2020  

(2nd Wednesday in January) 

first Wednesday every other month 



23 

 

 

We have several online ways to contribute 
to First Lutheran Church ministries. 

 
 

Give+ Mobile 
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to 

make convenient credit or debit card 
donations quickly through your Android or 

Apple phones.  
 

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to 
use.  Simply go to the App Store and 

search for  “give plus Church” to download 
and start donating today. 

 
Automatic withdrawal from your banking 
account.  You may set  the amount of your 

contribution, the date, the frequency. 
Contact the office for more information. 

 
Upcoming Events 

Be sure to continue to visit First 
Lutheran’s website for the latest in 
events that can be found in the box 

titled “Coming Up!” on the home page. 
 

Daily Devotionals 
Check out the home page: there is a new 

devotional every day sponsored by 
Luther Seminary titled God Pause Daily 
Devotion.  Clicking on the devotion box 
will take you to the entire devotional.   

 
Weekly Sermons/Bulletin 

Sermons and weekly bulletins are 
available online the following Monday 

and are available for four weeks. 
 

If you have additional ideas for our 
website or updates, please contact Sue 
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net 

 “Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by 
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the ELCA.  
Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with clergy 
on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors to the 
area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation are not 
a part of their daily lives.  The cost per broadcast is $30.  

We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments on radio station 
WRLS-FM (92.3).  These segments air at 8:30am every Sunday. The sponsorship of a 
broadcast may be in honor of a person, or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one 
and is open to all. 

 

 

Check out our First Lutheran Church 
Website at: 

http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org 

 

December 15th in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family 

December 29th in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill & Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
God's work.  Our hands. 

We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new. 

 We are deeply rooted.  The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America is still 
comparatively new as a Church body, and 
yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 
years together.  The taproot of our life 
extends through the histories of 
predecessor Churches in the United 
States, through the formative witness of 
the 16th century evangelical reformers and 
their confessional writings, to the 
Scriptures and the word of Christ.  Our life 
is in Jesus Christ.  We are deeply rooted in 
his word of forgiveness and the promises of 
God’s steadfast love and mercy.  The word 
of Christ dwells in us richly.  God nourishes 
us as one body in Jesus Christ with 
companions from around the globe who 
meet us at Christ’s table of grace. 

We are being made new every day.  In Jesus 
Christ we are not unchanged.  What God does 
in Christ is as radical as the death and 
resurrection of baptism, where new creatures 
in Christ rise to live “no longer for themselves, 
but for him who died and was raised for them.”  
God is bringing that new creation to life among 
us in the ministry of reconciliation.  In that 
service we no longer see each other as we did 
before.  We are no longer strangers, 
competitors or enemies to each other.  We are 
beloved companions in one body, restored to a 
communion where the rich diversity of our 
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the 
common good in Christ.  The new creation in 
Christ rises to life among us every day. 

Joel Bacon       Pastor          pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Jeannette Siemers    Business Manager      jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Carol Mooney Williamson Office Manager       carolmw@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Tiffany Chipman    Youth and Education Director  tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Ray Austin       Building and Grounds     ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net 

Patty Van Landschoot  Choir Director       davidjv@centurytel.net 

Rebecca Iverson    Organist         beckyiverson@charter.net 

Patty Treland     Volunteer Coordinator     ptreland@gmail.com 

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

If you would like to 
submit information for 

the weekly bulletin, it is 
due to  

Carol Williamson by 
4:00pm each Wednesday 

FIRST WORD 
  ALL ARTICLES for the First 
Word newsletter are to be sent 

to Carol at 
carolmw@firstlutheranhawyardwi.net   

by 12:00 pm the 20th of 
January for the                                       

February First Word  

If anyone is in Christ... …there is a new creation 

OFFICE HOURS 

• Monday - Thursday 

       8:30—4:00 

• Friday                   

      8:30—12:00 
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Lucille Ackley 
Celia Anderson 
Dean Bjelland 

Colson Bjelland 
Emmett Burke 

Billy Cline 
Mary Crippen 

Catherine Cushman 
Kay Edwards 
Joey Falch 

Carmen Gillis 
Vi Jacobson 

Joan Jacobowski 
 Denise Leasure 
Gayle Meisner 

Dode Marquardt 
Palmer McCoy 

Colleen Moreland 
Jim Probyn 

Dawn Saxum 
Connie Schield 
Jim Schreiber 

Anna Suzan 
Liz Webber 

Barbara Williamson 
 

CARE CENTERS 

Hayward Health 
Center        
 
10775 Nyman Avenue 
Hayward, WI 54843 

 Liz Webber 
 

Country Terrace                                               
10260 White Birch Lane                                
Hayward, WI 54843 

 

Water’s Edge                                               
11044 N State Rd 77                                    
Hayward, WI 54843 

     Care Center 
 Irene Byerly 
 Ralph and Carol Cornell 
 Vi Jacobson 
 Colleen Moreland 
 Paul Pedersen 
  Joyce Zaspel 

     Assisted Living 
   Clare Jacobson 
 Karen Luebke 
   Dennis and Dolores 

(Dode) Marquardt 
 Gene Nelson 
   Dorothy Persson 

 
John Jaeckel 

Caring and Praying 

CHRONIC/LONG-TERM ILLNESS 

Aspen Acres     
10214 Rock Creek Rd                                                                           
Hayward, WI 54843 

 Irene Ahrenkiel 
 Mel Friske 

Care Partners Assisted Living   
15497 Pinewood Drive                                                                                 
Hayward, WI 54843 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Service Jan 2 
at 9:45 am 

Service Jan 2 
at 10:30 am 

Service Jan 2   
at 11:15am 
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The Sympathy of First Lutheran Church is             
extended to the family and friends of Kenny Melby. 

Kenneth Neil Melby, age 63, of Pleasant Prairie,             
Wisconsin, passed away on  Nov. 9, 2019. 
The son of Neil and Vivian (Walts) Melby, he was born in 
Racine, Wis., was raised in Hayward and attended         
Hayward High School. Kenny worked in Alaska for many 
years on the crab boats. He was a factory certified            
mechanic for over 45 years. Restoring, repairing and       
building motorcycles was his passion. He worked at        
ACE/Redline Cycles for many years, and for the Great 
Lakes Shipping Company. Kenny enjoyed making his own 
maple syrup, wild ricing, sailing and racing in his ice boat. 
He also enjoyed all of the years he spent volunteering for 
the American Birkebeiner. Kenny is survived by his son, 
Christopher (Bonnie); grandson, CJ, his mother, Vivian; 
sister, Debra Rankin; and his brothers, Steven (Maggie) 
and Scott (Wendy). Kenny was preceded in death by his 
father, Neil, and his brother-in-law, John Rankin. A              
memorial service for Kenneth N. Melby was held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at the First Lutheran Church in Hayward. 
. 

The Sympathy of the Congregation is with Ethel     
Estenson on the passing of her husband, Noel K.         
Estenson (Lakeville, Minnesota), passed away on         
December 11, 2019, at the age of 80. 

He was predeceased by : his parents, Ordean and Helen 
(Charais); his brothers, Wayne and Lionel. He is survived 
by his wife Ethel; his children, Keith (Susan), Craig 
(Sharon), Kim Amundson (Scott) and Dennis (Barb); his 
sister Kate Hedman (Steve); his sisters-in-law, Carol 
Malm (Estenson) and Bernie Estenson. He is also         
survived by many nieces and nephews, other relatives 
and friends. 

Visitation and a memorial service will be held                 
respectively on December 29 and December 30. 

The Sympathy of the             
Congregation is extended to the 
family and friends of Maude 
Schleeter. 

Maude Alice Schleeter, age 91, 
passed away peacefully on         
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at 
Care Partners in Hayward, WI.  She 
was born March 8, 1928 in Forest, IL, 
the daughter of Guy and Mabel 
(Stanford) Gee.  She was united in 
marriage to Delmar Schleeter on      
August 24, 1950. 

Maude and Delmar made their home 
in Anchor, IL, where she was involved 
in the American Legion Auxiliary, 
bowling leagues, was a Cub Scout 
Den Mother and was on the board of 
the Ambulance Association of Eastern 
McLean.  She was a faithful member 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church and 
taught Sunday school for many 
years.  She was very proud of her 
family and was always finding ways to 
help others.  

She is survived by her sons, Dale 
(Ann) Schleeter and Dean (Carol) 
Schleeter both of Hayward; three 
grandchildren, Laura, Lisa and Amy; 
three  great-grandchildren,               
Keyyandre,  Brandan and Spencer; a 
brother, Ralph (Bea) Gee of         
Fredericksburg, PA; and many       
nieces, nephews and dear friends. 

In addition to her parents, Maude is 
preceded in death by her beloved     
husband, Delmar; two brothers, 
George and Bob Gee; and her     
granddaughter, Elizabeth. 

Services will be held in the spring in    
Anchor, IL. 



27 

 

 

2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 Dec 31 1 2 3 4
Office Closed 9:45 AM  Aspen Acres Communion 5:00 PM  Worship

8:45 AM  NO GHAMA - Pastor 10:30 AM  Hayw ard Health Communion

5:00 PM  Community Supper 11:15 AM  Water's Edge Communion

5:30 PM  NO Outreach 6:00 PM  The Spirit Within Rehearsal

6:00 PM  NO Wednesday Nite Live

6:00 PM  NO Choir Rehearsal

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Pizza Sales Start 8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 1:30 PM  Hayward Youth Network 9:00 AM  Cover Girls 5:00 PM  Worship

8:00 AM  Worship 8:00 AM  Women's Weekly Study 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open 1:00 PM  Grief Support Monthly

8:30 AM  Teen Room Open 9:30 AM  NO Card Ladies 5:00 PM  Community Supper 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open

9:00 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting 5:00 PM  Memorial &  Endowment 6:00 PM  The Spirit Within Rehearsal

9:05 AM  Adult Forum 10:45 AM  Music & Worship 6:00 PM  Wednesday Nite Live

9:05 AM  Chimes Rehearsal 2:15 PM  Terrific Tuesday 6:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal

9:30 AM  Sunday School 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open

10:00 AM  Worship

10:30 AM  Youth Leaders

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Pizza Sales 5:00 PM  CC Exec Meeting-Library 8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 8:45 AM  Pastor-GHAMA 9:00 AM  Cover Girls 5:30 PM  Friday Night Movie 9:30 AM  Purls of Prayer

8:00 AM  Worship 5:30 PM  Congregational Council 8:00 AM  Women's Weekly Study 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open 6:00 PM  The Spirit Within Rehearsal 5:00 PM  Worship

8:30 AM  Teen Room Open 9:45 AM  Peace Circle 4:00 PM  Operation Christmas Wrap-up

9:00 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting 5:00 PM  Community Supper

9:05 AM  Chimes Rehearsal 1:30 PM  Faith, Hope & Love Circle 5:00 PM  Fellowship

9:05 AM  Adult Forum 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open 6:00 PM  Screenagers

9:30 AM  Sunday School 3:00 PM  Terrific Tuesday 6:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal

10:00 AM  Worship 3:15 PM  Hayward Health - GHAMA

11:00 AM  Youth Gathering Meeting 4:00 PM  Water's Edge - GHAMA

5:00 PM  Saw yer Cty Connecting for Kids

7:00 PM  Theology On Tap

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Pizza Sales End 5:00 PM  Youth Committee - Library 8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open 6:00 PM  The Spirit Within Rehearsal 5:00 PM  Worship

8:00 AM  Worship 8:00 AM  Women's Weekly Study 5:00 PM  Community Supper

8:30 AM  Teen Room Open 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting 6:00 PM  Wednesday Nite Live

9:00 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open 6:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal

9:05 AM  Adult Forum 3:00 PM  Terrific Tuesday

9:05 AM  Chimes Rehearsal 6:00 PM  Jubilee Circle--Library

9:30 AM  Sunday School

10:00 AM  Worship - Youth Led

26 27 28 29 30 31 Feb 1
8:00 AM  Men's Bible Group 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open 8:30 AM  Many Hands Day

ANNUAL MEETING 8:00 AM  Women's Weekly Study 5:00 PM  Community Supper 6:00 PM  The Spirit Within Rehearsal

8:00 AM  Worship 10:00 AM  Staff Meeting 6:00 PM  Wednesday Nite Live

8:30 AM  Teen Room Open 3:00 PM  Teen Room Open 6:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal

9:00 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 3:00 PM  Terrific Tuesday

9:05 AM  Adult Forum 6:00 PM  Parent Squad

9:30 AM  Sunday School

10:00 AM  Worship

2 3

January

Notes

(4:00 PM)  Night Ski & Snowshoe
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. Box 346 
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Worship With Us! 
Saturday—5:00 pm 

Sunday—8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Everyone is Welcome! 

10680 Main Street 

Hayward, Wisconsin 

715-634-2141  

www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org 
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