SEPTEMBER 2020

The First Word
LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE
I CORINTHIANS 16:14
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From the Pastor's Desk

Who Knows

I sense people feeling me out regularly trying to find out my politics or the politics of the church. Here is
the politics of the church: All have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God – Paul in Romans. And:
From new moon to new moon, and from sabbath to sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before
me, says the Lord – Isaiah 66. Both lessons say ALL. ALL is ALL!
I have noticed that there are two Pro-Life movements: I saw a mask that said: I WEAR A MASK
BECAUSE I AM PRO-LIFE. That expresses the Pro-Life movement that says that if you are Pro-Life then
you are Pro-Education, Pro-Healthcare, Pro-Living Wage, Anti-War, and Anti-Death Penalty. Pope
Francis and the many nuns who are leading protests recently would be found in this camp and they tend,
tend, to be left of center. The Pro-Life movement that puts up the many billboards about fetuses and
babies is essentially Anti-Abortion and it tends to be right of center.
Libertarianism, Anarchy, and Antinomianism (hint: they are all the same thing): Libertarianism is a
belief that laws are restrictive to the human spirit and human initiative and that without laws we will
naturally arrive at a perfect society. It is a radical belief that true freedom will enable us to become our
true selves and when everybody is their true self society will be in balance. Libertarians tend to believe
the Ten Commandments are sufficient and are typically right of center and tend to work within the law to
get rid of the law. Anarchists tend to believe in the same thing as Libertarians (only don’t tell them that)
and tend to want to dismantle the “system” through civil disobedience. Both Libertarians and Anarchists,
the farther they get away from the center, can tend toward violence. Antinomianism (which means AntiLaw) is when Libertarianism/Anarchy enters the church. Antinomianism has been labeled a heresy by the
historical Church.
Utilitarianism is a belief essentially in the survival of the fittest and majority rules. Some politicians argued
that COVID was only going to kill 1-3% of the population so for the sake of the 97-99% that won’t die we
will treat things like normal, we will reach herd immunity, and humanity will roll merrily along as it has for
all its history. Utilitarians believe that the remaining herd will be stronger because the COVID will remove
the genetically weak. This is a widely held belief that is not restricted to any one spot on the political
spectrum (the recent expression of it was from the right but that was because the few arguing publicly for it
were concerned about the economy). Utilitarianism butts heads with the Christian ethic of being about
healing the sick and caring for the vulnerable. But, if one watches the Natural Order in the wild,
utilitarianism is the closest thing to it.
Fatalism is the belief that when it is your time it is your time and it is useless to spend too much time
thinking about it. Fatalism is not unusual in combat personnel nor is it unusual among the evangelicals of
our nation’s Bible Belt. The difficulty with this ethic is that it might keep people from fully taking
responsibility for their actions. When it gets in churches it shows itself as Double Pre-Destination – the
belief that both the saved and damned has been prearranged by God and we cannot change that.
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Double Pre-Destination leads to some ugly church fights and is labeled a heresy because it denies both
free will and The Ten Commandments. Fatalism leads some people to not vote because ‘it won’t do any
good anyway.’
Social Gospel: this is a popular offshoot from 19th Century evangelicals still glowing with the success of
their abolition movement. They believed that through social reforms we could arrive at the Kingdom of
God and looked at Jesus’ radical concern for the poor and outcast as justification for their politics.
Evangelicals suffered disastrous bad press with Prohibition and the Scopes-Monkey trial and started
to move from social reform to wanting to use the law to shape society into being Godly. The Social
Gospel deeply influenced public policy in the 1960s (1965!) and believed that government
programs could solve social problems (this naivete led to Cabrini Green). In reaction to the Social
Gospel resurgence of the 1960s, evangelicals in the south moved to a conservative social agenda that
rallied to defeat the Equal Rights Amendment.
The Social Gospel is not nearly as organized as it was in the 1850s and 1960s but it still has a lot of
followers and they tend to be left of center. Evangelicals today tend to be politically right and where the
Social Gospel people tend to believe that the Kingdom of Heaven can be created by programs the
Evangelicals believe that the Kingdom can be created by decree of law (Theocracy).
American Exceptionalism is the belief that God set aside America as a Christian Promised Land. I
personally think this belief to be heretical as it requires finding the United States referenced in the Bible.
This is a popular belief among those who believe the Rapture heresy. What do I believe? I tend to
believe what the founders believed: Freedom through just and reasonable laws applied to all. Socialism
for the perceived needs which were, at that time, roads, waterways, postal service, and education.
Capitalism for wants. Today, because our society has advanced, I would add healthcare and
infrastructure to the list of needs. I still would rely on capitalism, regulating through the open market and
competition, to satisfy our wants and keep prices reasonable. I personally believe that attaching
capitalism to the need of healthcare has created a sociological disaster and is the reason that medical
costs are the number one cause of personal bankruptcy in the United States.
So, like Canada and our Scandinavian brothers and sisters, I believe in socialism for needs and
capitalism for wants. I consider this position, by the way, to be moderate, not radical. I also believe
that it would free up a lot of spending money in the lower and middle classes, money that would be spent,
and would build the economy up. Now, if you can tell from that how I will vote in November then you are
smarter than I am because it has been a long time since I have seen anyone having an adult
conversation about the differences between wants and needs.
Vote! And serve the Lord.
In Christ
Pastor Joel Bacon
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Council Notes
AUGUST 2020
The council met on August 10, 2020. This was our first meeting after election of new council members so it
was our re-organizational session. We welcomed new council members, Dan Bergschnieder, Randy
Neumann, and Maureen Schreiber. Officers elected for the coming year are Bruce Schmidt-President, Erin
Bratley-Vice President, Troy Morgan-Secretary, and Ron Kirchdoerfer-Treasurer. Members were given their
committee assignments.
We discussed the upcoming annual Scandinavian dinner and voted to suspend that event for 2020 with the
hope that it will be able to be held in November of 2021. The COVID situation would have made it unsafe for
the preparers, servers and diners. We will be eagerly anticipating the smells and tastes of the Norsk
delicacies to reappear next year.
We discussed at length the return to worship inside our building. It was decided to plan to restart indoor
services on Wednesday, September 16th. There will be services each Wednesday at noon and 6:30 PM in
addition to the regularly scheduled services beginning on Saturday, September 19th and Sunday September
20th. We wanted to offer several worship opportunities so as to spread out the number of people present at
a given service so that maximum spacing can be achieved. Much information will be forthcoming regarding
the details of the precautions that will need to be taken in order to make this work. To be clear these
services will not be the same as they were pre-COVID so please be prepared to be mindful of the changes.
The council granted the executive board the authority to again suspend these indoor services if the
pandemic situation indicates that should be done. The 8 AM Sunday service will be live streamed and then
be available to view anytime and the 10AM service will also be broadcast via our FM signal into the parking
lot such that worship is made available to those whose health situation or comfort level with gathering
indicate that they should not come inside. The goal here is to “first do no harm” so we are asking for your
cooperation with the procedures that will be laid out. It will be up to all of us to make this work.
We received an update from the sanctuary lighting task force which can be read elsewhere in the
newsletter. In short, we have some bids and know the firm cost numbers for the project. Council voted to
schedule a special congregational meeting for Sunday, September 13th following the 9AM parking lot
worship to get approval to move ahead with the ordering of the main fixtures. Sufficient cash is on hand in
the lighting fund to cover the costs of those fixtures.
Bruce Schmidt, Council President
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Stewardship Message
SEPTEMBER 2020
There once was a church low on cash.
Whose pastor said “Oh Balderdash!”
“The people have money,
It’s just they get funny,
When my salary they want to slash.”
There are not a lot of Church limericks, many associated with taverns and lust, but for some reason, the
clever rhymes were kept out of the Church vernacular. It’s too bad, though, because humor is such a
great sign of mental health.
COVID has not been any fun. But we are doing OK. The work here at church continued and we have
made a lot of repairs and improvements. We have made technological enhancements that will have
long term benefits for the whole congregation. Thank you. We could not have done it without you. No
one was laid off and no one had hours or pay cut. That is because of you. We can have a positive and
hopeful view of the future because of you and your generosity. We may not be where we budgeted to
be but who is?
We are easing into reopening in-person worship starting Wednesday, September 16th, at noon.
Thank you for your patience and your words of encouragement and your giving – it means you believe
in the church and you trust us. As we reopen we will be jumpstarting some initiatives. The lighting
project will need approximately $6000 more to be ready to complete. Some ladies are putting together
THE LAST GREAT CHURCH COOKBOOK EVER! It may not be the last one ever but you should probably
still buy one just to be safe. Profits from the COOKBOOK will go to the Lighting Fund. We are looking
for recipes. Email them to Connie Schield (deeplake1@centurytel.net) or drop them off at the Welcome
Center. We think they will be great stocking stuffers come Christmas.
But again, thank you for your stewardship and your continued belief in the good the church can do in
the world.
In Christ,
Pastor Joel

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”
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Rally Day 2020
God's Work. Our Hands.
Sunday, September 13, 2020.
Greenwood Cemetery
10am - 12pm
Take Out Lunch Picnic & Pie Auction
First Lutheran Church
12:30pm - ?
At the cemetery there are many sites that have sunk in over the many years. As a team, we can gather
together to fill these divots. This is a great project for everyone to help with! All supplies will be provided.

Kitchen Dedication
And here it is...the kitchen is complete and ready for dedication!

On Thursday, September 10, 2020 at 10am the kitchen task force, USDA, and Hayward Chamber of Commerce will dedicate the new community

kitchen. First Lutheran will live stream via Facebook for all to watch.

Then, on Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 12 noon the kitchen dedication will commence for all congregational members and friends. Please join

us to celebrating the long journey and beautiful outcome!

Pie Auction
9/13 @ 12pm
Silent Pie Auction during lunch and yard games
on Rally Day! Money raised for pies will go to our
general church funds to help with the effects of
the pandemic.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center or by
contacting the church office if you are able to
make a pie or 2 for the auction.
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Offering Envelopes come in the mail every other month. It is important to use your envelope
whenever possible to help with record keeping. If you forget to bring your envelope, please put
your check in a pew envelope and mark it with your name and your envelope number, if you know
it. Please write the amount of the gift on the outside of your envelope, as this will help the
people who count the money on Monday.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Jeannette Siemers
Business Manager
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FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN
Bike/Hike/Ski Club

THEOLOGY ON TAP

Hiking Season has begun! Let's meet at
Hatchery Creek Park every Monday at
6pm to enjoy the fall colors, enjoy
conversations, and hike the beautiful
land! All are invited!
Please sign-up by calling the church
office or stopping by.
***Due to Labor Day we will not meet
on Monday, September 7th.

Tuesday, September 14th @ 7pm
Where: Comfort of your home - via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85951980861?
pwd=ZElEZDM0VyttaGVGdWZrUmc0cVI0d
z09
Topic: Humor ?
Grab a favorite drink, your
computer/tablet/phone and join a great
conversation.

Parent Squad

Friday Night Movie

Tuesday, September 28th @ 6pm
Location: First Lutheran Church
All parents are welcome! Bring
your own beverage and snack.
Let's connect as parents for the
greatness of our youth!

Friday, September 18, 2020
6pm
Dima Nitikin is working as a
plumber with a state
maintenance crew when he
learns that one of the town's
poorly built housing blocks
may soon collapse. But his
alerts fall on deaf ears until
Dima devises a way to
command the authorities'
attention.
This film shows graphically what happens to a
society built on corruption and deceit. What it does
to the infrastructure of a country is nothing
compared to what it does to the people.
Director Yuri Bykov's moral tale is clear-eyed and
callused over, worrying not over individual lives
but over a nation's soul.
Sign up at the Welcome Center.
No sharing of food or beverages.

Purls of Prayer
Saturday, September 19th @ 9:30am
Location: First Lutheran Church
Love to knit or crochet? Need some
fellowship? Join the Purls and help make
prayer shawls! All are welcome!

Fall Foliage Float

Let's take the Namekagon
and embrace the beauty!
Sunday, September 20th.
1pm
Meet at Larsen Landing (Larsen Rd in Seeley).
All are invited for a day of floating,
fellowship, fall foliage, and FUN!
Ending location TBD...watch for more
announcements as we get closer!
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Weekly Worship Schedule
Starting Wednesday, September 16, 2020 First Lutheran will offer 5 in-person worship services each
week. Each worship will offer the same scripture readings, so you can attend whichever you are
comfortable with each week. Along with in-person, the 8am service on Sunday mornings will livestream so you can watch as the congregation gathers or any other time. The 10am service on Sundays
will broadcast live in the parking lot through the FM transmitter...pull into the parking lot, turn the
radio to 99.9FM and listen in the comfort of your vehicle.
Mask wearing, physical distancing, and no congregational singing during Sanctuary worships.

Wednesdays:
12pm:

A worship with Bible, sermon, prayer, and communion. No music.

6:30pm:

A contemporary, interactive worship. Today's christian music, word, prayer,
discussion, and communion.

Saturdays:
5pm:

Traditional worship with word, prayer, and communion.

Sundays:
8am:
10am:

Traditional worship with word, prayer, and communion.
Worship will stream live on Facebook and YouTube.
Traditional worship with word, prayer, and communion.
FM Transmitter broadcast in parking lot.

Sanctuary Entry & Dismissal: The side aisle. The doors and middle aisle will be closed to help
maintain distance and crowding.
Communion: The piano side will release first and walk to the altar, collect their bread/wine, move to the
front where Pastor Joel will give the communion blessings, then return to seat by middle aisle. A request
for 10 feet apart is requested (couples and families will take communion together). Once piano side is
complete the band side will follow the same route.
Offering: Offering plates will be placed outside the side doors of the sanctuary. Please place your
offerings here before or after service.
Fellowship: To maintain distance and keep all safe, no fellowship time inside the church. After service
all are asked to move to outdoors. This will also help staff sanitize and prepare for the next service.
First Lutheran continues to be creative during these unusual times. Remember our staff is learning just like
you. Patience, kindness, suggestions, and comments are very important.
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NHS Shoe Drive
Now - October 31, 2020
Shoe Collection
Do you have shoes that you no longer wear? If the answer is ‘yes’, you can help the Northwoods
Humane Society raise money for animals that need extensive medical care.
“Our shelter is committed to meeting the needs of animals that come to us. A few come to us in
excellent shape and with all the required medical care and vaccinations. Others come to us in such
poor shape that we sometimes aren’t sure if they will make it. The monies raised from
the shoe drive will be directed towards covering the expenses of medical care for the animals in
crisis. If you would you like to help the Northwoods Humane Society raise money for emergency
medical care, all you have to do is bring in your gently used pairs of shoes, boots, sports shoes,
adult shoes, children’s shoes – fancy shoes or the good old work shoes. (No Ski boots). The shoes
may be taken to the NHS Shelter on Hwy. 77 or to the NHS Thrift Shop on 3rd Street in Hayward.
Our volunteers will put rubber bands on the pairs and put them in bags of 25 pairs. At the end of
the drive, November 1, 2020, a truck comes to pick up the shoes. The bags are weighed and NHS
receives a check based on the amount collected from funds2orgs. We can’t collect too many
shoes! Our goal is to collect 100 bags of shoes with 25 pairs in each bag. If we are successful we
will be able to raise $1,250 for emergency medical care. The drive is sponsored by funds2orgs.
This organization in turn takes the shoes to countries in need, creates jobs or they recycle them for
other purposes. As the shoes come in, if there are new or unique shoes volunteers may pull them
to sell in the Thrift Shop as they will generate more money for the shelter – which is our goal. If you
know of businesses, organizations or churches that may want to designate a couple of days or a
week for their e employees or members, to bring in shoes for our drive, NHS volunteers will be
happy to pick them up. Please give Gil Zych a call at 715-462-3617
Please share the word with friends and family and other organizations you are involved with. The
drive runs from through October 31. If you have any questions, call Deanna Persson at 715-6344543.
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God Always Wins
A message from your Youth & Education Director

Well...here goes nothing!!!
I am officially in Seminary school! EEKKK!!!!
I am excited. I am scared. I am overwhelmed. I am thrilled.
God called me to Seminary. God called me to Candidacy. God called me to Ministry!
5 years ago, I became the Youth & Education Director here at First Lutheran. I thought this would be
a fun second job. I would get to be involved with my kids' church education and plan fun events. 5
years ago, if you asked me about continuing my education and deepening my ministry I would
have laughed. But let's face it God would have laughed at my laughing. Right?
See, God does things that as humans we can NEVER understand. He puts us into places that may be
uncomfortable but have growth. We find ourselves asking questions like "Why me?" "Are you
crazy?" "How is that even possible?" Of course, God just answers with things like "Why not you."
"Trust me." "Anything is possible." "I know the way." God and I had these conversations almost daily
for 2 years. He called. I ignored. He showed the light. I hid in the dark. In all honesty, I am sure
everyone can relate to this. Just think...as children and teenagers we did it all the time to our
parents. So, I am pretty sure God knows we are going to do the same thing to Him.
Since applying to Seminary and Candidacy I am asked at every meeting about my discernment.
The whats and whys and hows and future goals. My answer continues on the path of I don't knows
and whatever God lays out next. It seems weird not to have a better answer, but I have learned
quickly that my plans are far different than God's plans. And ultimately, God's plans will always
trump mine. So, I know I will be in Youth and Family Ministry. I know I will struggle and succeed. I
know I will be turned upside down and have a smile on my face!
See, once I finally learned that God's plan is what will prevail, I stopped fighting the current and
started to paddle ahead. I will be one of the first to say that it is NOT easy to go with God's plan. He
makes you think and work and feel and move and act. He pushes your inner limits. You sweat and
worry and panic and all those "humanly" things. And just as you think you cannot, He wraps His
arms around you and gives you this HUGE push of strength. The strength that is typically buried in
you. He shows you that you are never alone and that with Him...you can accomplish ANYTHING!
So, just a little bit of advice for you...when the path in front of you looks intimidating but your gut is
saying it's okay...remember that God is telling you to go for it! The reward is so much sweeter than
the fear. Running away might seem easier, but pushing forward is powerful! Let your trust in God
be stronger than your humanly fear. Amen.
Many blessings~
Tiffany Chipman
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Youth Ministries
Terrific Tuesdays:

Terrific Tuesdays are BACK!!! Who is ready for another fun and faithful year?
We will meet after school EVERY Tuesdays until 5pm. This is open to all K-5th Grade Youth and families.
***Change from last year--4th & 5th Grade Students will not meet for class time on Wednesday nights***
Our school year starts off with some fun and new experiments that show us
what our faith in God can do! Be ready for a fun-filled time together!
Start Date: September 15, 2020
***be sure to contact the schools for after school plans***

ONLINE OPTION: Our weekly stories will be available on our YouTube page
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0jJ0IpoOB-6q2VrSnjokhQ?view_as=subscriber) by 3pm. As a
family you can watch the story and have a family conversation about it. Subscribe to the page to stay
connected when we are away!
***We will be outside as much as possible. When inside we would like masks used and we will set up
our areas to help with distancing. All safety and precautions we can take-we will!***
As always - we will meet on all days there is school. If school is cancelled or a day off we will not
have Terrific Tuesday that day!

Wednesday Nite Live:
We have Fellowship

Welcome Back!!!! Wednesdays are going to ROCK!
We have FAITH5 Interactive Worship FOR ALL!!!!!
We have Confirmation
We have Youth Group

We have Fun!

Starting September 16, 2020 - all are welcome!
5pm-6:15pm: Meal & Fellowship
6:30pm:
FAITH5 Worship
7:15pm:
Small Group Breakout Sessions:
6th - 8th Grade: Sanctuary (New Testament emphasis)
High School: Fellowship Hall/Youth Room (You Are Not Alone)
8:00pm:
Dismissal
AT HOME OPTIONS: Should your family and students not feel comfortable in meeting in person, we
will offer at home discussion guides, topics, etc.
Faith building and learning about Our Savior is so important for our preteen and teenagers. During times like
we are in now a new level of stress is added to our youth! Let's lead them through faithfulness of Our Lord and
Savior. Let's reassure them of the greatness God gives us!

New for 2020/2021 Year:
There is NO Sunday School Classes on Sunday Mornings.
12

Youth Ministries

Saints & Servants:

Confirmation Class of 2020: (High School Freshman)
It is your year to shine! Let us prepare for your faithful journey and commitment to God.
Due to our early end of classes last spring, we have planned a Weekend Retreat here at First Lutheran.
October 16 - 18:
Friday: 6pm - 9pm
Saturday: 9am - 4pm
Sunday: 9am - 12pm
During these times we will alternate between Bible discussions, life discussions, games, activities, food,
and more.
AND: We will meet every Sunday from 9am - 10am from September 20th - October 18th. This time will
be spent on our faith, community members faith, and planning of the BIG day! These weeks and
meetings are very helpful to our Confirmands. Parents, it would be great for you to be there as well.
Parents & Families: all sessions are open for parents and families to join.

See You At The Pole
Wednesday, September 23rd - 7am
High School & Middle School Flagpole
All students are encouraged to meet as a community in prayer for
our schools, classmates, teachers, and more.
We will join together around the Flagpoles outside of either the High
School or the Middle School.
Join the National Event of Students In Prayer!

ELCA Youth Gathering 2021
The ELCA Youth Gathering 2021: Minneapolis
is postponed until 2022. Though we were
looking forward to heading off on another
adventure next summer, we are given some
extra time to fundraise, invite friends, and
prepare ourselves! The new date for the 2022
ELCA Youth Gathering is: July 24 - 28, 2022!!!
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Lighting Task Force
Per the resolution passed at the congregational meeting in January 2020, the task force made contact
with Mr. Bill Halgren of Prism Designs to complete the detailed plans and specifications for the
sanctuary lighting upgrade. This process was delayed by the COVID situation but resumed after we
could meet in smaller groups at the church. Those plans and specs were completed and a number of
electrical contractors were invited to bid.
Five firms indicated interest and attended a walkthrough here at the church, at which time Mr.
Halgren explained the project in detail and answered questions. Two of the contractors ultimately did
return bids by the deadline specified. They are TJ Electric of Eau Claire, who also has a local office in
Spooner and B & B Electric from Eau Claire, which has a location in Rice Lake. It seems the smaller and
more local contractors decided not to bid either because of the scope of the project or because they
felt they would not have the time to complete the project because of their current book of business.
The two bids that we received were within $550 of each other. They are still under consideration
pending some follow up questions, but we can present some specific cost numbers. B & B will allow a
$5000 credit if the church provides and installs the wood valances for the fixtures between the
laminated arches along the walls. TJ would allow $3995 for that portion. In addition to that B & B will
give a credit of $3500 if we have volunteers remove and reinstall the pews. We are checking now with
TJ if they will allow any deduction for that part. We do feel that we can get the pews removed and
reinstalled since we did that same thing about three years ago when the new flooring was installed.
We think that our people can accomplish that with more care than the contractors may show. We
also feel that we can accomplish the valances.
We have had two contracts with Prism Design. The first was for $2500 for the evaluation of our
space and completion of recommendations and overall design, and then the second one for $5000
total to do the actual plans and specs, solicit bids, conduct the walkthroughs and manage the
contractors through completion. So far, we have paid him the $2500 from the first contract and $
3875 of the second contract with the balance of the $5000 contract due upon completion
(approx.$1200).
So far, we have raised $39,291 toward this project from contributions from members. We approached
the Memorial and Endowment Committee on August 12, 2020 and they voted to allocate $10,000 from
the memorial fund to support this project. Given that we currently stand with a fund balance of
$42,916. The total amount required to complete the project is $49,576, which means that an
additional $6660 is needed. (This number is a point-in-time. as of publication we need approximately
$6400)
The church council at its August 2020 meeting voted to schedule a special congregational meeting for
September 13, 2020, at 10 AM, following our tailgate worship service to solicit approval to order the
six main light fixtures from Manning Lighting for $29,100. The lead time for these is about 8 weeks.
We will also ask for your approval to move ahead with the entire project as funds are available with
the council providing approval of the expenditures. Now that the exact costs have been determined,
we will ask for the financial support to complete the project. It should be made clear that any
contributions to this should be in addition to our regular giving, not at the expense of it.
The Lighting Task Force.
Pastor Bacon, Jeff Hubbard, Jim Onarheim, Bruce Schmidt
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Women of First Lutheran
This is a poem my mother used to quote to me as a
youngster. It was written by Helen Hunt Jackson, a personal
friend of Emily Dickinson. She was a great friend of Native
American rights way back in 1892. She also wrote a novel
called “Ramona”. When rereading this poem I thought of how
predictable God's creation is. Winter, Spring, Summer, and
Fall. There is beauty in all the seasons. I hope you have had
time to notice the beauty of His world. There are storms,
devastations, and often heartbreaks, but He is faithful. He
pulls us into His arms, filling us with strength, inviting us to
look beyond what is happening and asks us to recognize
who He is. He is the lifter of our heads. His love lifts us high.
As we yearn for life as it was, let us be patient and wait. Our
God is faithful. Joy comes in the morning.
I have been going into the website of WELCA (Women of the
ELCA) regarding the guidelines for our safety regarding the
COVID-19. Their advice is safety first. I also spoke with
Pastor Joel and sent out an inquiry to the leaders of our
women. There were many different opinions. Thank you for
your responses. We are having a higher count of cases in
the past couple of weeks and I feel that safety for our
members comes first and we need to shelter a little longer.
There are so many ways to handle this as far as our study
goes. Zoom is the safest. Masks, distancing, and meeting
outside are less so. Many members couldn't do one or
another of the ways. This is just another reason to wait until
we feel more comfortable gathering together. I think we need
to take baby steps back to normal.
The Jubilee Circle will meet using Zoom on Tuesday, September 15th at 6pm. This will be a planning meeting,
so please come with bible study ideas. Rhonda Passolt, their leader, invites all who would like to join to email her
at passolt0826@yahoo.com or call her at 715-563-2502. All are welcome. Koinonia is meeting in the church
every Tuesday at 8am. They are using a DVD Bible Study. All are welcome to join. Wear your mask and practice
distancing. Our Peace and Faith Hope and Love Circles will wait until we feel we can get together safely. I would
encourage you to get the zoom addresses from the church office if you have a computer and join the groups that
meet on Wednesday mornings at 10am and on Tuesday evenings at 7pm. They are led by Pastor Joel and are
Bible-based, informative, and spiritual. I have joined and find them very enjoyable. We can talk with one another
and ask questions.
We have two ways to worship now tailgate and online, both special and a way to worship our Savior. I would
encourage you to continue to read our Gather Magazine as there are so many great timely articles in it.
It is with sad hearts, that after much discussion at the Council meeting, the Scandinavian Dinner has been
canceled for this year with the promise of a great return in 2021.
We are a congregation that has risen above the difficulties of COVID-19 and made this a special time to be a
member of the First Lutheran Church. May God bless all our endeavors and may we do them all with love.
One of His children, Linda Gordon Pres. FLCW
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The Love of Our Altar
Eternal Candle Sponsors for September
Michelle Forrester
The Spirit Within

In honor of Linda Graham
In memory of Dorothy Persson

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up.
There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know.
Thank you!!!

Sanctuary Lighting Project
Goal: $49,576
Funds:$43,185.52
Sample of what lighting will look like -->

MusicMinistry
The Spirit Within

Choir:

Worship Schedule:
September 6
September 20

Choir Meeting:
September 9 at 6pm
Discussion of how to go forward.
All choir members should attend.
Meeting held in Sanctuary

Practice every Thursday at 6pm
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Lectionary Readings
September 6, 2020: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays
Color: Green
Prayer of the Day: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without
your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: - Alleluia. In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting the message
of reconciliation to us. Alleluia. (2 Cor. 5:19)
Readings and Psalm:
Ezekiel 33:7-11 (The prophet’s responsibility to warn the people)
Psalm 119:33-40 (I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35))
Romans 13:8-14 (Live honorably as in the day)
Matthew 18:15-20 (Reconciliation in the community of faith)
September 13, 2020: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays Color: Green
Prayer of the Day: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. IWe have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous; your sins are forgiven on
account of his name. Alleluia. (1 John 2:1, 12)
Readings and Psalm
Genesis 50:15-21 (Joseph reconciles with his brothers)
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 (Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8))
Romans 14:1-12 (Accepting diversity in the community of faith)
Matthew 18:21-35 (A parable of forgiveness in the community of faith)
September 20, 2020: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays Color: Green
Prayer of the Day: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, to give heed to what is said by your Son. Alleluia.
Readings and Psalm
Jonah 3:10--4:11 (God’s concern for the city of Nineveh)
Psalm 145:1-8 (The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8))
Philippians 1:21-30 (Standing firm in the gospel)
Matthew 20:1-16 (The parable of the vineyard workers)
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September 27, 2020: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays Color: Green
Prayer of the Day: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; I know them and they follow me.
Alleluia. (John 10:27)
Reading and Psalm
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (The fairness of God’s way)
Psalm 25:1-9 (Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6))
Philippians 2:1-13 (Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross)
Matthew 21:23-32 (A parable of doing God’s will)

Thank you to the First Lutheran Church Council
and Congregation. I received such a sweet card
and sentiment from you earlier this month, and
want to thank you so much for your kindness.
Your generous gift is so appreciated, as well.

Help is needed for answering the phones
here at the church.
Wednesday, September 23rd 8:30am-12pm
Friday, September 25th 8:30am-12pm

It goes without saying that I miss you all. I pray
we can put this COVID pandemic in our rear-view
mirror soon!
May you each be blessed with God's Love.

If you are able to help either of these days,
please contact the church office to be added
to the list. We thank you for your help!

Carol Mooney Williamson

Facebook Monthly Stats:
Last 30 days:
279 Followers
***40% Age 65+
***17% Age 35-44
162 Average Daily Devotion Viewers
149 Average Worship Viewers
Share posts! Invite family and friends!
Comment or like posts.

Instagram Monthly Stats:
Last 30 days:
23 Followers
From inspiration to action shots - check out what is
happening.
Follow us at https://www.instagram.com/flchaywardwi/
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Men's Bible Study is back and studying Prophecies!
Every Tuesday at 8 am in the Sanctuary.
Bring your own beverage and snack (if desired).
***physical distancing and face masks are practiced for safety.
***No food or beverage sharing at this time.

Koinonia (a weekly Bible study group for women) is back and studying The
Old Testament via DVD series by Amy Jill Levine!
They meet every Tuesday morning at 8am in Room 4.
***physical distancing and face masks are practiced for safety.
***No food or beverage sharing at this time.
Online Bible Studies are available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. We
meet Tuesday nights at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 10am. Both
studies are different. Engage in both! Wednesday mornings are spent
talking about Parables & Tuesday evenings are exploring the lesser known
stories of the Bible! Jump on by yourself, grab your family, invite a friend.
Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid back way. All are welcome. Both
studies are led by Pastor Joel and have fantastic discussions.
Tuesday Evening (7pm): Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82544654436?
pwd=OXd4bmFkT2VYMTE2M0pjTExCZFFWdz09
Wednesday Mornings (10am): Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84874711501?
pwd=cWlEbEdNZk1IeTBLc1VSNXZBdWl6dz09
Contact Tiffany in the church office with any questions.

Jubilee Circle will be meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, September 15th at 6
pm. All are welcome to join us for this coming year. We meet once a month
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6 pm. Our September meeting is a
planning meeting so please come with your bible study ideas. If you have
not joined us before and want to be apart of this meeting, please contact
Rhonda Passolt. Email: passolt0826@yahoo.com or Phone: 715-563-2502.
We would love to have you join us.
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First Foodies:
Fruit Squares
2 cups Flour
1 cup Butter
1 1/2 cup Sugar

by Linda Euneau

4 Eggs
1 Tbsp Lemon Juice
1 can pie filling (any kind)

Cream butter and sugar; add eggs. Beat in flour and lemon juice.
Spread into floured 9x13 pan. Drop by pie filling on top. Bake at 350
degrees for 45-50 minutes.

Have a fun and tasty canning or garden harvesting recipe for October???
Sent it to Tiffany Chipman at tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net by September 15th!

Cook Booklet
Women of First Lutheran are putting together a short, current, easy cook booklet. Sales of the booklet
will go to help the Sanctuary Lighting Fund. Help be part of a great recipe book by submitting recipes
to Connie Shield at deeplake1@centurytel.net or leave a paper copy in the envelope on the clipboard
at the Welcome Center.

Wednesday Night Supper
A community meal is served in Fellowship Hall here at First
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.
The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free
will donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared and
served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as well as
volunteers within the community.
If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the sign-up sheets on the cart located on
the left side of the Church as you enter. See who is in charge for the month and give them call or
sign-up to help.

Monthly Overseer:
Carol Schmidt
Thank you!!!

August Weekly Meal Sponsors:
August 5th:
August 12th:
August 19th:
August 26th:
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Ventures
Ascension Epistopal Church
St. Joseph Church
Hayward Lions

With Deepest Sympathies
Mahlen (Mel) Carl Friske 86, passed away on August 15, 2020 at Aspen Acres
Assisted Living. He was born January 17, 1934 in Kendall, Wisconsin to Carl
and Emma Friske. He graduated from Kendall High School in 1952 and
enrolled at Wisconsin State College, Platteville. In January, 1954, he entered
the United State Air Force. He served as an instructor and on security
intelligence assignments with the Far East Command in Korea, Japan, and
Hong Kong. He received the National Defense Service Medal and an
honorable discharge. He returned to college at Platteville and graduated in
1960 with a bachelor’s degree in education.
On June 12, 1960, he married Jean Sacker in Monroe, Wisconsin, his wife of 60 years. The couple
moved to Hayward and purchased their property on the Namekagon River. Mel taught at Hayward
Junior High School. He received a master’s degree in guidance and counseling from the University of
Wisconsin, Superior. In 1962, the couple moved to Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, where Mel was employed
as the Director of Guidance at the high school. Employment opportunities led them to relocate to
other areas in Wisconsin and each summer they returned to their place in Hayward. Mel was
Supervisor of Students at the Fond du Lac Vocational Technical College, Director of Guidance at
Evansville High School, and Director of Admissions at the University of Wisconsin, River Falls. Mel
started his 22 year career as a guidance counselor in the Stillwater, Minnesota School District,
commuting from the family’s home in River Falls. It was there that the couple raised their three
daughters, Lynda, Michele and Susan. In 1994, Mel retired and the couple once again made Hayward
their home.
Mel enjoyed sports and the outdoors. Fishing and hunting were lifetime hobbies he pursued. Athletics
were one of his passions. He played football, basketball and baseball in high school. He continued
playing baseball though his Air Force service in the Far East, in college with the Platteville Pioneers, and
in Hayward with the Vortanz Loggers. He cheered on his favorite Wisconsin teams: the Milwaukee
Brewers, Green Bay Packers and Wisconsin Badgers.Mel was honored for his 45 years of service to the
Lumberjack World Championships, working alongside his longtime friend, Rod Lundberg. He served in
the Wisconsin National Guard, and was a member of the Stillwater and Hayward Lions Club, Hayward
Golf Club and First Lutheran Church. During his retirement years, Mel and Jean traveled throughout
the United Stated and attended many Road Scholar programs. They enjoyed meeting people and
cruising to numerous ports of the world. Mel accomplished his life’s dream to travel to every continent.
As Mel’s health declined, they enjoyed the serenity of watching wildlife and the
change of seasons on the Namekagon River.
Mel is proceeded in death by his parents and brother, Gaylord. He is survived by his wife, Jean, three
daughters: Lynda (Fred) Stelter of Plymouth, MN, Michele (Steve) Schutta of Hampshire, IL, and Susan
(Jack) Pfaff of Naples, FL, and five grandchildren: John (Emma) Connell, Sam and Sarah Stelter, and
Jacob and Zachary Schutta.
A committal service with military honors will be held at 12:00 Noon on Friday, August 21, 2020 at the
Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Spooner, WI. Pastor Joel Bacon will officiate.
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With Deepest Sympathies

Ann M. Mockler, age 90, of Hayward, WI passed away on Saturday, August 15,
2020 at Water’s Edge Care Center in Hayward.

Ann Marie (Thorp) Mockler was born on March 30th, 1930 to Hilda and Harry
Thorp in Hayward. The second of three children she was a tom boy who loved to
tell the story of how she was the only girl on the baseball team while attending
Kinnamon School. After graduating from Hayward High School in 1948 she
started working for Dr. Sahs at the medical clinic next to the Hayward Dairy.
There she worked in both clerical and nursing duties, including helping with in-office surgeries and anything else that
was needed. Following her retirement from the clinic, Ann began volunteering at the Northwoods Humane Society, where
she was happy to be known as the "cat lady". Ann married the love of her life Robert Mockler on November 17, 1951.
They were happily married for 56 years and had two children, John (Jolee) Mockler of LaValle, WI and Jan (Harold)
Treland of Hayward, WI. A lifelong resident of Hayward, many will remember seeing Ann walking her (very well fed)
beagle down 4th Street. Grandma Annie, as she became well-known as later in life will always be remembered as a
loving mother and grandmother and whose greatest passion was her family (and chocolate).
Ann is also survived by grandchildren Tyler (Mallory) Treland and Tatum (Christopher) Schlapper: Great-grandchildren:
Kyler and Layke Schlapper and Beckett and Tanner Treland.
Ann was preceded in death by mother, Hilda (Bushland) Thorp; father, Harry Thorp; brother, Sidney; and sister, Nola.
A memorial service celebrating Ann’s life will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 20th, at the Hayward Funeral
Home with Pastor Joel Bacon officiating. Visitation will be held on Thursday from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm. Interment will
be in the Greenwood Cemetery in Hayward.
The family requests any memorials be directed to The Northwoods Humane Society, 10812 N O’Brien Hill Rd, or the
Hayward Veterans Center, 10534 Main Street, both of Hayward, WI 54843
AN

EVANGELICAL

MINUTE

Care for Creation

Over the many months, we have been spending much of our time at our homes during the COVID-19
times, many have reported spending a lot of time reading. I have joined in this past-time big time. I have
even caught up on my reading of "Our Lutheran" magazines, which we all receive.
I picked up the latest issue, August, after coming home from walking my dog. Every time I am outside
anywhere within our beautiful surroundings, I feel so blessed by God's beautiful creation. Aren't we so
fortunate to live here? What caught my eye is the concentration of this issue is, "Care For Creation".
Thinking about this took me back quite a few years to when our son was in 6th grade and entered a
contest where he had to write an essay about the environment. He chose, "Caring for My Little Part of
Creation." It made us pause and really think about how we cared for our property wherever we had lived
and how very important this is. In fact, we need to be good and faithful stewards of God's Creation
always!
O' Faithful Father: It is during this time of COVID-19 we may have that bit of extra time to "care for our
little part of creation'. With your help, God.
In Christ, Amen
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Social Media

Check out our First Lutheran Church Website at: http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Giving Options:

Website Highlights:

We have several online ways to contribute
to First Lutheran Church ministries.

Upcoming Events
Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box
titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.

Give+ Mobile
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to
make convenient credit or debit card
donations quickly through your Android
or Apple phones.

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a
new devotional every day by Pastor Joel
Bacon. Each devotion is posted around
9am or can be caught "live" on
Facebook at 7:30am.

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to
use. Simply go to the App Store and
search for “give plus Church” to download
and start donating today.

Weekly Worship Services
Worship services are available online
through Facebook or our website every
Sunday at 8am.

Automatic withdrawal from your banking
account. You may set the amount of your
contribution, the date, the frequency.
Contact the office for more information.

If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net
https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the
ELCA. Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation
are not a part of their daily lives. The cost per broadcast is $30.
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3). These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,
or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.
August 16
August 30

Day 1 Sponsors:
in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.
If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is still comparatively new as a
Church body, and yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 years together. The taproot of our
life extends through the histories of predecessor Churches in the United States, through the
formative witness of the 16th century evangelical reformers and their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ. Our life is in Jesus Christ. We are deeply rooted in his word of
forgiveness and the promises of God’s steadfast love and mercy. The word of Christ dwells in us
richly. God nourishes us as one body in Jesus Christ with companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.
…there is a new creation
We are being made new every day. In Jesus Christ we are not unchanged. What God does in Christ
is as radical as the death and resurrection of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to live “no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.” God is bringing that new
creation to life among us in the ministry of reconciliation. In that service we no longer see each
other as we did before. We are no longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each other. We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the common good in Christ. The new creation in Christ
rises to life among us every day.

Office Hours:

Weekly Bulletin:

First Word:

Monday - Thursday
8:30—4:00
Friday
8:30—12:00

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly
bulletin, it is due to
Tiffany Chipman by 4:00pm each
Tuesday

ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to
Tiffany Chipman
by 4:00pm on September 15th
for the October First Word

Contact Us:

Phone: 715-634-2141
Mail:
P.O. Box 346
Hayward, WI 54843

First Lutheran Staff
Joel Bacon
Jeannette Siemers
Tiffany Chipman
Ray Austin
Patty Van Landschoot
Rebecca Iverson
Patty Treland

Pastor
Business Manager
Youth and Education Director
& Office Administrator
Building and Grounds
Choir Director
Organist
Volunteer Coordinator
24

pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
davidjv@centurytel.net
beckyiverson@charter.net
ptreland@gmail.com

Our Caring Prayers:
Care Centers:
Aspen Acres
10214 Rock Creek Rd
Hayward, WI 54843
Irene Ahrenkiel
Dorothy Hedman

Care Partners Assisted Living
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843
Hayward Health Center
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843
Liz Webber

Please Pray For:
Water’s Edge
11044 N State Rd 77
Hayward, WI 54843
Care Center:
Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland
Paul Pedersen
Assisted Living:
Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Joyce Zaspel
Henry Aukee

Country Terrace
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Chronic & Long-term Illness:
John Jaeckel
John Bihun
Ranee Bihun
Dawn Saxum
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Barbara Williamson
Emily Hutchison
Kari Costa
Gareth Nelson
Gina Schield
Gary VandeVrede
Todd Swanson
Denise Leasure
Leslie Jablonski
Sandy Klevgard
Raymond Gordon
Paul Martinson
Nels Beckman
Ashleigh Magnuson
Sharron Probyn
Family of Mel Friske
Family of Ann Mockler

Joanne Dahlin
Arlene Groehler
Vivian Melby
Arlene Simons
Palmer McCoy
Nancy Woodbeck
Monte Morse
Daniel Grothe
Barry Gobler
Jeff Hubbard
Linda Graham
Gwen Mickelson
Joyce Kolstad
Georgia Frye
Judy Timmerman

Deb Meier
Brian Gillis
Shara Fredrickson
Pam Carlson
Pastor Joel Bacon
Sherry Beckman
Michelle Forrester
Daniel Tyrolt
Janelle Kufahl
Kathleen Senske
Laura Schmock
Alanna Jerome
Wyat Brueggeman
Vanessa Smith
Noah Enk

Mike & Debra Anderson
David & Daidre Bartz
Mark & Angie Berquist
Truit & Beth Campbell
Ron & Kathy Freese
John & Kelly Froemel
Richard & Lori Good

Celie Fredrickson
Paige Sulley
Owen Stamp
Ashleigh Magnuson
Madi Bergschnieder
Parker Forrester
Kayleigh Kufahl
Cameren Lehouillier
Emmett Al-Moghrabi
Gage Olson
Liam Olson

David & Joyce Kolstad
Palmer & Fern McCoy
Wallie & Gayle Meisner
Joe & Melody Olson
John & Maxine Poppe
Randy & B.J. Schwartzhoff
Harold & Shirley Tiffany
Jim & Karyn Tiffany
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Worship With Us!
Everyone is Welcome!

10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin
715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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