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The First Word
LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE
I CORINTHIANS 16:14
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From the Pastor's Desk

Advent Preparations
The Church Year consists of six seasons, Advent-Christmas-Epiphany-Lent-Easter-Pentecost. It goes,
Repent-Celebrate-Learn, then repeat. Of the two seasons of repentance, Advent is probably more fun
than Lent. In Advent, you are trying to turn toward the better version of yourself, whereas there is a
huge awareness of what is wrong in Lent. Advent also leads to birth, and births tend to be more
celebratory than the other thing – where Lent leads.
Advent is a season of preparation. This year I had to be more prepared for deer hunting than ever
before. I had to be ready because, for the first time, I would have three kids out there. I couldn’t be
spending the last minute putting something together because we had to have enough orange for four,
enough sitting still in a tree stand clothes for four, and enough traipsing up and down driftless hillsides
gear for four, plus rifles and ammo and food. I tried to be ahead of the game because I didn’t want my
kids to have a bad experience, and I wanted us to pull our own weight. I had to prepare ahead of time.
As we try and make our hearts and home Christmas ready, we do things like make sure there are
enough cookies, make sure the decorations are out and up, go through the year and try and put a
positive spin on things for the family letter (while not bragging).
And we try to be bright and happy. We try to be bright and happy because that is what the season
expects. There are years, though. There are years where mortality has been incredibly tough on us,
and dear people, maybe several from the same generation, are no longer with us. We miss them
because Christmas was perhaps one of those times when we were together. Sometimes our
psychological rhythms are attached to how much sunlight there is, and Christmas shows up when
our brains least have the ability to be happy. This has been a year: if they made toilet paper with 2020
written on it, I think people would intentionally get diarrhea so that they got to use a lot of it up in a way
they believe 2020 deserves.
There have been Advents like this before. Advents with our towns void of young people because they
had been pressed into the service. Advents within plagues and outbreaks. Advents during times of
severe want. As Mary and Joseph lived through their Advent, they were living under a brutal empire
called Rome. Under a mentally ill and alcoholic puppet king. During a time of extreme economic
disparity, when 90% of the population was in poverty, combined with a time of religious indifference in
which the priests had their heads in the clouds while the heretical belief of the day said they were poor
because God hated them.
Of course, we know how the story turned out, so we over time have lost appreciation for just how bad
Mary and Joseph, and most everyone else, had it. It is important to remember that empires end up on
history’s trash heaps, kings are not gods; poverty is not God’s will – and love wins. When we prepare in
Advent for Christmas, we are preparing because we know that God wins. We prepare with lightness and
festivity and positivity and hope because we know how the story ends. God wins forever. Blessings, as
you prepare for the gift you know is coming.
In Christ,
Pastor Joel
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Council Notes
Let all that we do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14
The church council met on November 9, 2020, via zoom. Since more than ten people attend the
council meetings, we will be “zooming” until further notice. We had done the same earlier in the year,
and it seems to work just fine.
Our next big order of business is the 2021 budget. Committees are asked to begin their planning for
next year. Finance Committee members are assigned different groups to contact for budget requests
later this month such that a preliminary budget can be presented at the December Council meeting.
Some concern was raised regarding giving to the general fund for 2020. It is not a surprise that
through October 2020 giving is down by about $15,000 from 2019. It seems that giving is somewhat
dependent on actual worship attendance and of course that has been severely affected by the COVID19 situation. On the bright side, we should be encouraged that the giving has been as strong as it has
been. Thanks to all of you for your ongoing support of the ministry here and elsewhere. We
are current on all benevolence commitments we made for 2020.
Some time was spent discussing how our January 2021 Congregational Meeting can be handled. As
you know, this meeting deals with approving the 2021 budget. It would appear that an indoors inperson meeting will not be prudent. Subsequent to our council meeting, the Northwest Synod of
Wisconsin office has sent out to pastors and council presidents guidelines and suggestions which we
might consider. That communication indicates that “normal” meetings are not to be held. Further
discussion of this will be part of our December meeting. It would appear that creativity and flexibility
will be the order of the day for a while longer.
Bruce Schmidt, Council President
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Stewardship Message
“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”
“What else could go Wrong, Right in 2020”

· Our sanctuary had to be closed down for
regular worship and we were forced
outdoors for the summer. Some have
expressed frustration over this decision
and did not participate, but sometimes
the greater good supersedes our
personal preferences and comfort
zones. The sanctuary still contains the
baptismal fount, the cross and the
eternal light. The pews maybe empty but
the Lord is still there.
· Our church lighting fund realized its goal
and work will commence in January.
Hopefully this beautification of our
sanctuary will be a warm welcome back
to Gathered Worship as we emerge from
this period of darkness and welcome a
brand new year.
· Finally, what could be more “Right” than
celebrating the birth of our Lord this
month of December; his birth changed
the world forever. Maybe this past year
can be looked at as a reset?

It seems as if the best sometimes emerges
from people when faced with unfamiliar and
devastating situations such as the Covid-19
pandemic. We can narrow this phenomenon
down to our church family here at First
Lutheran and our community as a whole.
· An entire senior class of high school did
not get to experience Prom or a normal
graduation ceremony. Yet, with yard
signs, drive through, newspaper photos
and other tools, their graduation was truly
unique and unforgettable.
· Businesses were closed down or
drastically altered, but ways were found to
support them, keeping them afloat.
· We learned that we all are “essential”.
Supporting the health care workers and
grocery store workers by wearing masks
and distancing, kept most healthy and
able to continue working for our common
good.
· Our church kitchen reopened and
Wednesday night suppers resumed. FLC
women found a way to serve the Annual
Scandinavian dinner utilizing carry-out
and drive through. Astonishingly, God
blessed this fundraiser with profit
exceeding the regular sit down dinner. He
knows how the money will be distributed!

In closing, the Stewardship Committee will be
introducing our new theme for 2021. You will
be seeing “Don’t give ‘til it hurts, rather give
‘til it feels good”. We hope this motivation will
carry us back to a solid “in the black” situation
during 2021.

In Christ, Your Stewardship Committee,
Jeff Hubbard
Pastor Joel Bacon
Bruce Schmidt
Ron Kirchdoerfer

First Lutheran Face coverings are here! Support First Lutheran and purchase one
with a freewill donation. This is a fundraiser to complete the Mission Statement
Artwork in the Narthex. Thank you in advance for your help and support.
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Scandinavian Take-Out Dinner & Bake Sale Thank You:
Thank you to everyone who helped with this event. It was a different year for sure and everyone
adapted so well and did what they already knew how to do and put on an excellent dinner! We
sold out at 175 dinners. My job was easy due to everyone’s organization and expertise. A special
Thank you to those who led us to such a fun, safe and successful event.
Publicity – Sue Reinardy
Tickets - Barbara Williamson
Bake Sale – Nancy Woodbeck
Meatballs – Jeff Hubbard
Decorating/Misc – Liz Dokkestul
Kitchen – Kathy McCoy
Ride Pudding – Pat Olson
Cranberry Relish – Gwen Mickelson
Krumkake – Kaye Cammack
Finance – Maxine Poppe
Greeting & Delivery – Rhonda Passolt
Lefse – Sue Reinardy

We have many people who make this event happen behind the scenes:
Dave Jacobson for supplying us with the delicious Lingonberries
Pat Day for the wonderful Rye Bread
Thrivent, Walmart, Kwik Trip and Marketplace for their wonderful donation.
Norske Nook for the Krumkake
The many volunteers that work in each department.
Our very talented musicians, Becky, Patty and Beth Good
Our awesome staff, Jeannette, Tiffany, Pastor Joel and especially Ray for all his work.
I so enjoyed all of my time with this event, working with you and getting to know all of you just a
bit better. It is so nice to carry on a tradition of our Scandinavian Heritage.
God’s Blessings to all, Kris Treland-Neumann, Chair
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The 25th anniversary of the
Scandinavian Dinner at First Lutheran!
We didn't celebrate it quite like it was planned but
it was a wonderful celebration and we didn't let
the COVID-19 stop us! We made several changes
but it all went smoothly and was VERY successful!

Thank you so much to my
outstanding meal distribution
team!
It was a much different feel but my
team made it a great experience for all
curbside and take out guests. We
were all very thankful for the great
weather which was a bonus to us all.
Special thanks to:
Karyn Tiffany
Erinn Bratley
Amy McDonald
Paula Gaida
Tom Matthaie
Gwen Mickelson
Kim Molitor
Shelley Turner
Randy and BJ Schwartzhoff
Special THANKS to our pianists who
offered a festive atmosphere the
minute our guests arrived in the
Narthex:
Becky Iverson
Patty VanLandschoot
Beth Good

I'd like to thank all the "eager bakers", the array of
bakery was unbelievable, the women who took
phone calls for 2 1/2 weeks, the workers at the
bake sale and everyone who was involved, at least
20 volunteers in the bake sale department alone.
A special thank you to the staff who are so helpful
and to Pastor Joel for the beautiful prayer card
that was distributed with each purchase.
God bless each and every one of you!
Nancy Woodbeck, Chair

Rice Pudding Crew
I want to thank the crew that helped with the rice
pudding. Connie Shield and Liz Dokkestul were
wonderful help. We were all done by 8:30. Very
efficient and fun too.

God Bless You All --- Rhonda Passolt
– Meal Distribution Chairperson

Thanks again gals
Pat Olson, Chairman.

Thank you to the lefse makers.
We peeled, boiled, riced and mixed 100 pounds of potatoes on Sunday. Once rolled and grilled this yielded
638 rounds of lefse, enough to provide 2 rounds for each take-out meal and 46 half dozen packages for
the bake sale. We made our community of lefse lovers happy. Our peelers, boilers, ricers, mixers, rollers,
and grillers included:
Pat Olson - Carol & Bruce Schmidt - Donna Gilbertson - Patty & David Van Landschoot Kris & Lacy Neumann - Diane Owen - Carol Rusch - Susan Nymo - Maran Bacon Tiffany, Sadie, Jim Chipman - Cris & Matthew Neff - Pam Swanson
Thank you so much for your collective efforts and especially so for those that did double and triple duty.
Blessings, Co-Chairs Pastor Bacon, Sue Reinardy and Kay Sieh
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Memorial and Endowment Fund Committee
THE POWER OF THE ENDOWMENT First Lutheran Endowment Fund
Supporting our endowment fund is one of the best ways you can ensure that our church’s mission and
vision will thrive for years to come. Gifts given in the last 10 years total over $73,500
Some examples of recent giving:
Community Scholarships
Luther College
Campers for National Youth Gathering & Luther Park
Candidacy
Lay Ministry
Educational
Luther Park Bible Camp
National Youth Gathering
Sherman & Ruth Weiss Library
Greater Church
NW Synod Malawi Relief Fund
Childvoice International
ELCA BOLD Generosity
Lutheran World Relief
Synod Resource Center
Social Concerns
Birchwood Food Shelf
Harvest of Friend Food Shelf Winter
New Reflections Jail Project
Senior Resource Center Meals on Wheels
Hayward Community Food Shelf
Regional Hospice
Operation Christmas
ALS Association
Contributing to the endowment fund is a way to be a sound financial steward of God’s gifts because, in
so doing, you give a portion of what you have back to God. Consider a Qualified Charitable
Distribution from your IRA. Talk to your tax advisor regarding this and other options for tax
advantages. A gift to the endowment fund qualifies for a current income tax charitable deduction and
for an estate tax deduction.
Blessings,
Memorial & Endowment Committee
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The gift of generosity
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported First Lutheran this past year with their
time, talent and financial contributions and look forward to support from all of our members in the
year ahead. If you need a convenient way to make regular offerings or if you plan to make an
additional gift before the end of the year, we encourage you to look into our electronic giving
options. As our Online Services continue during this holiday season, you may find electronic giving a
most welcome way to make contributions. Contact the church office for more information.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Jeannette Siemers
Business Manager
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS 2020 (Curbside)
Things will look and move a little different this year due to COVID but Operation Christmas 2020 is
underway. Now more than ever many in our area are in need. First Lutheran Church along with the
caring help of Hayward United Methodist Church and Ascension Episcopal Church again is undertaking
the annual Christmas project. Our goal is to provide a blessed Christmas with all the trimmings to 220
families / and or individuals. Each Family will receive the following: a tote/ basket filled with
nonperishable food items like peanut butter, cereal etc., a holiday pie, fudge candy, a bag of potatoes
and carrots, frozen hamburger, a coupon for a 4lb. Ham, and fresh fruit (apples, oranges, and bananas).
In addition each child in the family is provided with a Christmas gift. This truly is a blessed Christmas for
those we serve.
We still plan on providing Cookies for shut in. Cookies can be dropped off at church Monday December
14th. No nuts and please follow food hygiene practices including masks & gloves when preparing and
packaging food.
We will again be collecting mittens and hats for area schools. Drop off at the church during normal
business hours.
We began taking telephone calls and completing request forms for food boxes November 23rd, with the
last day to take requests on December 4, 2020. Call Center Hours are Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Call 715-634-2141. Distribution this year will be curbside: Friday December 18th 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
and Saturday December 19th 9:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m.
Due to the ability to purchase food through Feed My People at a much reduced price we are asking you
again to consider a monetary donation to be used to purchase the food items for the baskets.
The Operation Christmas Bulletin Board (located in the First Lutheran Church Narthex) will have red and
green tree tags for the needed $10.00 to $15.00 gifts for children, through grades 12. Please take a tree
tag, purchase and wrap the gift and tape tag back on the gift. Alternatively we will be happy to mail trees
to anyone who wants to save a trip into town to pick them up – just call the First Lutheran Church
715- 634-2141 during call center operation hours and they will be sent to you. Monetary donations are
always welcome (let us do your shopping for you). Gifts can then be placed in the large gift wrapped box
by the bulletin board. Because of size variation, clothes are not recommended. Gift cards are a great
idea for teens! The LAST day to bring gifts in will be Monday December 14th.
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
DONATE CASH TO OPERATION CHRISTMAS FOR FOOD and GIFTS :(Checks can be dropped off or
mailed to 1st Lutheran Church (P.O. Box 346, Hayward WI. 54843) Mark donations as Operation
Christmas.
BUY AND WRAP GIFTS FOR CHILDREN
BRING IN NEW HATS AND MITTENS
VOLUNTEER TO WORK: Contact Kathy McCoy kmccoyrl58@gmail.com or call 805-813-1828.
BAKE COOKIES
INCLUDE THIS FIRST LUTHERAN OUTREACH PROJECT IN YOUR PRAYERS
Due to COVID and the move to curbside pickup, along with the need to maintain social distancing volunteers are going to be
needed more than ever – especially people to work outside. If you can help please contact Kathy McCoy email:
kmccoyrl58@gmail.com or call - Cell 805-813-1828 and leave a message.
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COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS
It is that time of year again, and We would like you to bake and bring in
cookies for the shut-ins. This year is a peculiar time as they have had
a long time of not interacting with our church in person, so this will be
when we can let them know we care about them, and they know they
are remembered. We have a lot going on in December with the drive-up
for Operation Christmas, so this year, we are asking for the cookies by
Monday, December 14th. Before Operation Christmas. You can leave
them in the church kitchen marked for shut-ins. Please, no nuts. And
please follow food hygiene practices (masks and gloves when preparing the cookies). We have about
35 to 40 members that we give plates of homemade cookies each year. The smiles on their faces are
our Christmas Gift. On Tuesday, December 15th, the cookies will be ready to be delivered. Visitation
Ministers, we will label the packs for your deliveries and put them on a separate cart in the kitchen.
The rest of the packages we will deliver to the nursing homes' doors for distribution to the
residents. Thank you for bringing Christmas joy to our Shut-ins.

Join us on Zoom on Wednesday evenings for
Mid-Week Contemporary Advent Worship.
Services will begin promptly at 6:30pm and last about
30 minutes. Following worship we will hold small
group discussions.
Zoom link: Click Here to Join or contact the church
office for the link.
Let the HOPE, PEACE, JOY, & LOVE center us!
This Advent season let's build a bridge on the gap between youth and elders at First Lutheran.
The small group discussions after each service will place people in different groups for conversation.
Make this time be a place to hear the voices of everyone. Take the time to learn about others.
Christmas Worship Schedule:
Christmas Eve:
8am: Live on Facebook Traditional Worship
5pm: Parking Lot Candlelight Worship
7pm: Parking Lot Candlelight Worship
Christmas Day:
10am: The Nativity Story by First Lutheran
friends, narrated by Barbara Klippel
Sunday after Christmas (12/27):
8am: Live on Facebook Traditional Worship
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FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN
Bike/Hike/Ski Club

Whether hiking or skiing it is bound to be a fun
time! All are welcome for a time of exercise and
fellowship. Every Monday at 3pm. Schedule:
12/7: Seeley Hills Trail
12/14: Fire Tower Rd
12/21: Wilson Lake Trailhead
12/28: Birkie Ridge Trailhead
*schedule subject to change when ski trails open at
"OO" Trailhead. Then will transition to ski and
snowshoe at 6pm each week.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Tuesday, December 8th @ 7pm
Where: Comfort of your home - via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85951980861?
pwd=ZElEZDM0VyttaGVGdWZrUmc0cVI0d
z09
Topic: potluck? tbd
Grab a favorite drink, your
computer/tablet/phone and join a great
conversation.

Purls of Prayer
Saturday, December 19th @ 9:30am
Location: via Zoom
Love to knit or crochet? Need some
fellowship? Join the Purls and help make
prayer shawls while relaxing at home.

Advent is a fun time of year. Filled
with joy and hope. The activities
boxes are so much fun! I hope
everyone is enjoying them! Don't forget to send
in pictures of your crafts/activities when the
calendar asks you to!

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85025480795?
pwd=NmpIK0RlN1I1ZFYrcGFjbGRnclox
Zz09

Cover Girls

POINSETTIAS FOR SALE:

Cover Girls will not meet during the
months of December. Please stop by
the church and pick up fabric to
sew tops and bottoms at home.

Our annual poinsettia sale starts December 1st.
Each plant costs $10.
2020 continues the "different" path. This year, we
had to pre-order plants and have a total of 30 to
sell. Please contact the church office or stop in to
purchase a plant.

College & Military Students:
Thank you for all the help in supporting our
College & Military students. We uccessfully
shipped out 20 boxes on November 30th!

Plants will be available for pick up on Christmas Eve
after 9am.

Card Ladies

Although Card Ladies is not meeting in person, we have been making cards at home. We have over 75
Christmas cards available, and they are on display on a table in the Narthex. We will continue to make
other cards throughout the winter months, so if you are need of get well, birthday, or sympathy cards,
please stop by the church. Also, if you have any extra envelopes in various sizes, feel free to place them
in the tote under the card rack. We enjoy making cards to fit miscellaneous sized envelopes!
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Simplest is Love
A message from your Youth & Education Director

I am a simple person, one that uses simple words, simple logic, and simple explanations.
One of the hardest parts of Seminary is the intense dialogue of theologically encompassed
thoughts and ideas. And you know what, I don't even know what half of that means or why it is essential.
However, I am learning. In the flawed sense of learning, I am branching out to understand the Christian and
Lutheran faith's complexities. And let's stop with the fact that being a follower of Jesus is one of the most
inspiring and confusing things in life. Every question brings multiple answers, which then turns to more
questions.
It is Advent. The weeks leading up to Christmas. My favorite time of the year. It is truly a month of hope and
joy and peace and love. So, what do the complexities of my seminary journey have to do with Advent? Well,
these next four weeks are preparation for the birth of Jesus The Christ. Christ…The Messiah! Clearly, these
concepts fit together perfectly.
Seminary is a path filled with hope (of passing), joy (of growth and knowledge), love (of God's word and
work), and peace (of mind, body, and spirit). The journey of Seminary is long and confusing. It brings light
in the darkness and sometimes casts shadows to block the way. There are days where I am fully vulnerable
and exposed; other days are full of wonder and hope. See, Advent is much like this. We are full of hope and
joy and love and peace within the coming of Christ. Jesus's birth is full of excitement and mystery.
As stated earlier, I am a simple person. In life right now, I am full of complexity that quickly drains me. I am
tired and irritable; most days. I spend most of my time decoding concepts and thoughts. It's exhausting and
so exhilarating. I never thought I would be so in awe of the complexities I am learning. See, this experience,
Seminary, has opened my eyes and heart and mind to an even stronger relationship with God. I may not
understand all the "big" words that some like to use. I may fall asleep when a banter of theology kicks in for
the tenth time in an hour. And, I may have days of feeling weak and unable. However, the anticipation of the
future and the wonderment of learning make these negatives be the most incredible positives.
Welcome to Advent—a time to take our simplistic human lives and again prepare for Christ. Jesus's love
might confuse or conflict with you, and that is okay. Rejoice in the fact that you are loved. Jesus's coming to
earth is simple and complex in one swoop. First and foremost, there is His love for everyone. And, he brings
this to the forefront that this love is everlasting and available for everyone. However, the ministry of Jesus is
complex. He teaches in ways that make us think and ask questions. He challenges everyone to LOVE all, give
grace and mercy to anyone in need, and fill the world with God. And remember, forgive the sinner…the sin is
just an action, NOT the person!
My friends, I pray for you this Advent Season. I pray you and your loved ones create connections far greater
than the surface of today. May the Spirit fuel the hope, the love, the peace, and the joy of Christ Jesus in each
of you. Lift your heads, embrace the day, and be sure to start and end each of your days in the love and
positivity that YOU ARE A CHILD OF GOD. Now and forever, AMEN.
Many blessings~
Tiffany Chipman
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Youth Ministries
Terrific Tuesdays:
It is December and that means time to dig into
all the wonder and greatness of Christmas.
Terrific Tuesdays will continue to meet in-person
as long as school is in session. If school is canceled
Terrific Tuesday is cancelled. Here is our December:
December 1st: HOPE of Jesus's Birth
December 8th: LOVE of Jesus's Arrival
December 15th: JOY of Jesus's Presence
December 22nd: PEACE of Jesus's Gifts
***Individually wrapped snack items are in need.
Donations can be dropped off in Tiffany's office.

Wednesday Night Youth

This Advent Season (December) our Middle School and
High School Youth Groups will embrace the Advent
Wreath through HOPE, LOVE, JOY, and PEACE. Each
week brings a new theme and a new conversation.
Worship Services will take place via Zoom at 6:30 pm
and follow by small group discussions, activities, and
games.
We would like to invite parents, mentors, fellow
congregants, and neighbors to join.

First Lutheran Church follows the lead of Hayward Schools on in-person meetings during this COVID19 pandemic. If in-person school is an option, in-person youth groups will happen. If school is 100%
virtual, youth groups are virtual. The Youth Committee continues the planning of in-person and virtual
gatherings. Changes happen very quickly and FLC Youth Committee works as fast as we can to make
the transitions seamless. Thank you for your support and dedication to our youth ministries!
~Tiffany Chipman, Youth & Education Director

Online Synod-wide High School Youth Gathering
The Upper Room is a gathering of high school youth with an
opportunity to connect, share, read Scripture, and pray
together. During some gatherings, we will also take time to
discuss important and relevant issues and hear from various
guest speakers.
December 20, 2020 at 8pm (Christmas Party)
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/92208313042?pwd=VFRHV0pBNWRSSHc3OXJUL0c5Z01WUT09
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Women of First Lutheran
December is the season of giving:
COVID-19 continues to invade our normalcy. Our family Thanksgiving changed and how we celebrate
Christmas may change. We are feeling the confinement and concern that we won't be with our loved
ones, and we won't be able to exchange our gifts and see the smiles on their faces and attend church
together. I want to give a different slant on Christmas and think of all the gifts we have already
received. We have many freedoms; most recently, the freedom to vote, freedom of speech, and our
choice of what faith we want to practice, all are gifts. We have the advantage of what doctor to see,
what places to shop, and where to live. We can decide who our friends are, and the type of car we
want to buy and drive, all included in gifts. We have the choice of who we love and how many children
we have, more gifts. We have the blessings of fresh air, the warm sun, the rain, and snow, giving us
the gift of seasons. There are so many more, but these are a few. We are so blessed. And now you
know what I have been working up to. The most precious gift we will ever receive is the gift of the
Christ Child. This gift gives us His agape love, the forgiveness of sins, guidance by the Holy Spirit, and
answered prayers. He holds our hand through trials and is our comforter. He will give us our
heavenly home. We accept all these gifts, and we don't order them online, and there is no need to
wrap or return them because one size fits all.
"How silently how silently the wondrous gift is given
so 'god imparts to human hearts The blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in".
May the Christ Child enter into our hearts and make us a blessing to others this Christmas. Let us
give ourselves, our time, our talents, and our love to those who need us in response to all the gifts we
have.
**********************************************
Our Twenty-Fifth Year:
I want to thank all who stepped up to make a dream come to life. The Scandinavian Take-Out Dinner
was a big success, and; our guests enjoyed the fantastic meal. Thank you to all who helped:
organizers, setting up, ticket sales, excellent bake sale, meal, and desserts, packing dinners and "curb
servers," office staff that gets interrupted and takes it all in stride, and Ray who cleans and sets up and
tares down with a smile. A special thank you to Pastor Joel and the council for giving us the okay. You
all did it under the COVID Safety Guidelines. Thank you, Kris Neumann, for taking your place as the
chair; you did a fantastic job. The FLCW can give their Love Gifts locally and beyond for our missions
because of your work. God Bless you all.
**********************************************
Greetings Women of First Lutheran:
The women's groups are following the church's guidelines. We are meeting at our regular times,
keeping distances, keeping the count to 10 or less, and wearing masks. Some groups are zooming. We
understand that some can't or don't feel comfortable coming in person, and not all of us have the
capabilities to Zoom. We are so sorry, but our leaders will keep in touch with you and keep you in our
prayers. Know that we miss you. Please continue to read the Gather Magazine if your circle uses it.
There are great articles in it. We pray that this virus pandemic will soon be over. May Christ be at the
center of your Christmas this year !!
Merry Christmas,
Linda Gordon, Your FLCW President
14

The Love of Our Altar
Eternal Candle Sponsors for December
Jan Wege
The Somerville Family

In memory of Bert Wege
In memory of Dana Somerville Schwartz

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up.
There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know.
Thank you!!!

MusicMinistry
The Spirit Within
The band will take the
month of December off.

AN

Chime Choir:
Chime rehearsal is
every Wednesday at
1 pm in Room 4.

EVANGELICAL

Choir:
Members of the
Choir will sing hymns
for worships.

MINUTE

When We Give Because Of Love
As our days go by, we become aware of how the needy among us needs help. Be it through
charitable organizations, mail notices asking for donations towards various causes, news articles with
pleas for local efforts, you name it. And, indeed, we know we are beginning efforts here at church for
Operation Christmas 2020. This ministry is now a joint effort with United Methodist and Ascension
Episcopal Churches and reaches some 220 families with food, gifts, new hats, and mittens. Monetary
donations are very welcome for good purchasing. See the article in the First Word.
The main thing here and in any way, when we give some things freely on occasion to those in need or
do a kindness for someone when they may need help, doing everything out of love and doing it freely
is paramount.
There is one other thing to consider when we give. Think about when we give gifts to family members
for birthdays or Christmas and see their joy. The joy and looing that makes another person happy is
perhaps real joy. This joy is a gift unto itself to others and you.
Gracious God, Help us to give in loving ways as we are able. Knowing now that many are needy, grant
us the ability to give freely and humbly when we can, and we thank you so for our blessings.
In Christ, Amen.
15

Lectionary Readings
December 6, 2020: Second Sunday of Advent
Preface: Advent
Color: Blue
Prayer of the Day: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 40:1-11(Good news of God’s coming to a people in exile)
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13))
2 Peter 3:8-15a (Waiting for and hastening the day of God)
Mark 1:1-8 (John appears from the wilderness)

December 13, 2020: Third Sunday of Advent
Preface: Advent Color: Blue
Prayer of the Day: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of
your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you who will prepare your way before
you. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:10)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11(Righteousness and praise flourish like a garden)
Psalm 126 (The Lord has done great things for us. (Ps. 126:3))
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (Kept in faith until the coming of Christ)
John 1:6-8, 19-28 (A witness to the light)
December 20, 2020: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Preface: Advent Color: Blue
Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.
Alleluia. (Luke 1:38)
Readings and Psalm
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (The Lord’s promise to David)
Luke 1:46b-55 (You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52))
Romans 16:25-27 (The mystery of God revealed in Jesus Christ)
Luke 1:26-38 (The angel appears to Mary)
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December 24, 2020: Christmas Eve
Preface: Christmas Color: White
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia. (Luke 2:10-11)
Reading and Psalm
Isaiah 9:2-7 (Light shines: a child is born for us)
Psalm 96 (Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11))
Titus 2:11-14 (The grace of God has appeared)
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] (God with us)

December 27, 2020: First Sunday of Christmas
Preface: Christmas Color: White
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly. Alleluia. (Col. 3:15, 16)
Reading and Psalm
Isaiah 61:10--62:3 (Clothed in garments of salvation)
Psalm 148 (The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13))
Galatians 4:4-7 (Children and heirs of God)
Luke 2:22-40 (The presentation of the child)

Facebook Monthly Stats:
Last 30 days:
320 Followers
***25% Age 65+
***18% Age 35-44
41 Average Daily Devotion Viewers
67 Average Worship Viewers
*the drastic number change is due to a more
accurate count system on Facebook.
Share posts! Invite family and friends!
Comment or like posts.

Instagram Monthly
Stats:
Last 30 days:
34 Followers
From inspiration to action shots check out what is happening.
Follow us at
https://www.instagram.com/flch
aywardwi/
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Men's Bible Study
Every Tuesday at 8 am in the Sanctuary.
Bring your own beverage and snack (if desired).
***physical distancing and face masks are practiced for safety.
***No food or beverage sharing at this time.
Online Bible Studies are available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. We
meet Tuesday nights at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 10am. Both
studies are different. Engage in both! Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid
back way. All are welcome. Both studies are led by Pastor Joel and have
fantastic discussions.
Tuesday Evening (7pm): Zoom link: Click Here to Join
Wednesday Mornings (10am): Zoom link: Click Here to Join

Contact Tiffany in the church office with any questions.
Jubilee Circle will be meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, December 15th at 6 pm.
Please contact Rhonda Passolt at 715-634-1062 or 715-563-2502 to inquire
how or email Rhonda at passolt0826@yahoo.com. We are studying the DVD
12 Women of The Bible. All are welcome.

Women's Morning Circle: Peace Circle meets Tuesday, December 8th at
9:45am. Join together in a fellowship and Bible study while exploring the
articles of the Gather Magazine.
Leader for November: Linda Euneau

The Outreach Committee has completed their winter
coat drive. A large number of coats/jackets were
collected. The items will be welcomed by those who
may not have adequate winter outerwear. Thank
you to all who responded with donations.
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First Foodies:

CREAMY TORTELLINI WITH SPINACH AND TOMATOES

by Ann Noble

1 lb. cheese tortellini
1 tsp. olive oil
1 tbsp. minced garlic
14.5 oz. can petite diced fire-roasted tomatoes, undrained
½ of 6 oz. pkg. fresh baby spinach
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. pepper
1 ½ tsp. dried basil
1 tsp. dried onion flakes
2 tbsp. flour
1 ½ c. – 2 c. half ‘n half
¼ c. grated Parmesan plus more for serving
fresh basil chiffonade for garnish
Cook tortellini 1 to 2 min. less than package directions; drain and set aside. Heat large skillet, add oil
and garlic and sauté 30 seconds. Add undrained tomatoes, spinach, salt, pepper, basil and onion
flakes. Cook and stir over med-high heat until bubbly. In small bowl, whisk flour into half ‘n half until
very smooth. Add to the skillet with Parmesan and heat through, stirring occasionally about 5 min.
Add tortellini and gently combine. Garnish with fresh basil and more Parmesan. Offer more
parmesan when serving.
Have a fun and tasty recipe for January?
Sent it to Tiffany Chipman by December 15th!

Wednesday Night Supper
A community meal is served curb-side pickup here at First
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.
The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free
will donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared and
served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as well as
volunteers within the community.
If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the sign-up sheets on the cart located on
the left side of the Church as you enter. See who is in charge for the month and give them call or
sign-up to help.

Monthly Overseer:
Jeff & Jan Hubbard
Thank you!!!

November Weekly Meal Sponsors:
November 4th:
November 11th:
November 18th:
November 25th:
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FLC Council
St. Joseph Church
Hayward Lions
Jeff & Jan and Youth

Social Media

Check out our First Lutheran Church Website at: http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Giving Options:

Website Highlights:

We have several online ways to contribute
to First Lutheran Church ministries.

Upcoming Events
Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box
titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.

Give+ Mobile
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to
make convenient credit or debit card
donations quickly through your Android
or Apple phones.

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a
new devotional every day by Pastor Joel
Bacon. Each devotion is posted around
9am or can be caught "live" on
Facebook at 7:30am.

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to
use. Simply go to the App Store and
search for “give plus Church” to download
and start donating today.

Weekly Worship Services
Worship services are available online
through Facebook or our website every
Sunday at 8am.

Automatic withdrawal from your banking
account. You may set the amount of your
contribution, the date, the frequency.
Contact the office for more information.

If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net
https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the
ELCA. Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation
are not a part of their daily lives. The cost per broadcast is $30.
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3). These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,
or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.
November 15
November 29

Day 1 Sponsors:
in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.
If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is still comparatively new as a
Church body, and yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 years together. The taproot of our
life extends through the histories of predecessor Churches in the United States, through the
formative witness of the 16th century evangelical reformers and their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ. Our life is in Jesus Christ. We are deeply rooted in his word of
forgiveness and the promises of God’s steadfast love and mercy. The word of Christ dwells in us
richly. God nourishes us as one body in Jesus Christ with companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.
…there is a new creation
We are being made new every day. In Jesus Christ we are not unchanged. What God does in Christ
is as radical as the death and resurrection of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to live “no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.” God is bringing that new
creation to life among us in the ministry of reconciliation. In that service we no longer see each
other as we did before. We are no longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each other. We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the common good in Christ. The new creation in Christ
rises to life among us every day.

Office Hours:

Weekly Bulletin:

First Word:

Monday - Thursday
8:30—4:00
Friday
8:30—12:00

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly
bulletin, it is due to
Tiffany Chipman by 4:00pm each
Tuesday

ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to
Tiffany Chipman
by 4:00pm on December 15th
for the January First Word

Contact Us:

Phone: 715-634-2141
Mail:
P.O. Box 346
Hayward, WI 54843

First Lutheran Staff
Joel Bacon
Jeannette Siemers
Tiffany Chipman
Ray Austin
Patty Van Landschoot
Rebecca Iverson
Patty Treland

Pastor
Business Manager
Youth and Education Director
& Office Administrator
Building and Grounds
Choir Director
Organist
Volunteer Coordinator
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pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
davidjv@centurytel.net
beckyiverson@charter.net
ptreland@gmail.com

Our Caring Prayers:
Care Centers:
Aspen Acres
10214 Rock Creek Rd
Hayward, WI 54843
Irene Ahrenkiel
Dorothy Hedman

Care Partners Assisted Living
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Please Pray For:
Water’s Edge
11044 N State Rd 77
Hayward, WI 54843
Care Center:
Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland
Paul Pedersen
Harry Hodgkinson
Assisted Living:

Hayward Health Center
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843
Liz Webber
Janis Bergum
Barbara Williamson
Country Terrace
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Joyce Zaspel
Henry Aukee

Chronic & Long-term Illness:
John Jaeckel
John Bihun
Ranee Bihun

Denise Leasure
Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum
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Barbara Williamson
Todd Swanson
Jane Wikum
Dave Stevens
David Grothe
Palmer McCoy
Dean Schleeter
Selina & Ryan Carroll
Harry Hodgkinson
Larry Bloom
Family of Bob Bergum
Family of Wallie Meisner

Our Deepest Sympathies
June 25, 1937 ~ November 18, 2020 (age 83)
Robert “Bob” Bergum, age 83, of Hayward, WI passed away on Thursday,
November 18, 2020 at Essentia – St. Mary’s Medical Center in Duluth, MN.
Robert William Bergum was born June 25, 1937 in Ladysmith, WI the son of
Clifford and Ruby (Patterson) Bergum. He was raised and attended school in
Hayward, WI. In his youth he worked as a downhill ski instructor at Telemark
Resort. After graduating from Hayward High School, Bob continued his education at the University of
Wisconsin, Superior where he earned a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Education. Bob began his
teaching career at Horace Mann Junior High School near Wausau, WI. On March 25, 1961, Bob was
joined in marriage to Janis Kay Allar in Superior, WI. They lived in Wausau while Bob continued to teach
Geography and Audio Visual for ten years at Horace Mann Junior High. In 1973, Bob began work as a
realtor for Hayward Lakes Realty. This was to be his summer job while continuing his teaching career.
After a successful summer the owners of the real estate company persuaded him to make this his fulltime career. He and Janis also purchased Eatons Bay Resort which they operated for several years.
Bob continued on as a realtor and earned his appraiser’s license for both residential and commercial
property. He began Bergum Appraisal in 1990 and was operating that business until the time he
contracted Covid-19. At the time of his death, Bob was the oldest active appraiser in the state of
Wisconsin. Throughout Bob’s life he was an active person who enjoyed all kinds of outdoor activities.
He skied the American Birkebeiner in Hayward over 30 times and also was a Worldloppet Master. He
also enjoyed running, cycling, kayaking, hunting and fishing. He was proud to have climbed to the peak
of Mt. Rainier twice. For the past 50 years he cut and split wood to heat his home throughout the
winter months. He was an active member of the First Lutheran Church and was an assistant minister
there. He volunteered with his tractor to maintain the Hayward Area Hospital Bike and Ski Trails.
Bob is survived by his wife of 59 years, Janis; three children, Mark (Elizabeth) Bergum of Hayward,
Brenda (Christopher) Goss of Stowe, VT, Brian Bergum of Hayward; three grandchildren, Parker, Ruby
and Jasper; one brother, Richard (Kathy) Bergum of Hayward; and numerous nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents and his grandson, Thomas John Bergum.
A memorial service will be held for Bob at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 28, 2020 at the First
Lutheran Church in Hayward with Pastor Joel Bacon officiating. In light of the Covid-19 Pandemic the
family and church are requesting that only family members attend the service and friends join the
service by the live stream being offered through Facebook live on the church's Facebook site. The
service then will be posted on the churches website at www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org. A drop box for
stories, memories, photos and memorials for Bob will be available at First Lutheran Church from 10am
until 4pm on Friday, November 27th. In lieu of flowers memorials may be directed to the Hayward
Sports Center, PO Box 475, Hayward, WI 54843.

Wallie Meisner
March 17, 1926 - November 17, 2020
Our deepest sympathies to Gayle and family. A full obituary will be published once available.
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Karen Luebke
Tom Turner
Jim Hedin
Janet Maher
Jerry Zirk
Linda Schloegel
Glenda Von Arb
Elaine Grainger
Darlene Kirchdoerfer
James Mueller
John Olson
Paul Grahovac

Bryce Mickelson
Sari Torstenson
Russell Senske
Molly Austin-White
Dayne Gillis
Frank Lazar
Maxwell Okamoto
Hunter Lazar
Ellie Strapon
Tyler Bratley
Harold Johnson Jr
Jodi Vortanz

Bill & Dana Bates
Nels & Betty Beckman
Mike & Erinn Bratley
Dave & Liz Dokkestul
John & Kay Hawksford
Brandon & Jill Kuczenski

Layne Stamp
Jace Schlapper
Gavin Hand
Ashton Lehouillier
Trevor Poppe
Brighton Vincent
Gordon Abric
Tanner Treland
Craig Schlapper
Jane Austin
Lance Bohler

Donald & Janet Maher
John & Joyce Moreland
Monte & Ethel Morse
Bill & Pat Olson
Jerry & Kathy Rasmussen
Marlo & Connie Schield
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Worship With Us!
Wednesdays: 6:30pm
Sundays: 8am Live-Stream Online
Everyone is Welcome!
10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin
715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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