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From the Pastor's Desk

New Year Hope

I hope to one day leave the house without having to take a mask – I hate masks.

I hope to be able to fulfill my pastoral call and visit vulnerable people again.

I hope to be an extrovert again – 2020 was a sucky year to be an extrovert.

I hope to travel and see family, friends and the world again.

I hope to have a well lit and well used sanctuary.

I hope to eat out in a busy restaurant.

I like new things.  I like old things, too, often because they were made so well they had the chance to

grow old (I somehow doubt that we will ever have an antique that started its life at Walmart, K-Mart,

Costco or Shopko). 

The reason I like new things is they are clean and shiny and are in good working order.  I, like you, am

ready for a new year.  I am ready for a year that is shiny and new and in good working order. I am ready

to file away 2020 as a learning experience and pray that I will be a better person in 2021 – and that

2021 will be a better year.

So, what do I hope for in the new year?

I probably hope for all the same things you do.

New years have new promises but only if we are willing to become new people.  That is one of the

unique things about being human is that we can reinvent ourselves.  And changing the self is truly the

only thing we control – good luck trying to change someone else or change the weather or change the

score of the game.  We can learn new habits and new ways and become different people.  In the

VeggieTales Movie, JONAH, there is a song sung in the belly of the whale, “Our God is a God of Second

Chances.”  It’s a terrific expression of the fact that we can become new, different, that who we are now is

not the person we have to be.  That applies to churches as well.

One of the critiques of the Church is that it never changes.  That is completely untrue.  No institution has

adapted more than the Church.  Look just at what happened with our digital footprint this last year. 

The church endures because its message that sin, death and the power of the evil one has been defeated

needs to be heard by every generation and the Church has been very creative in sharing it. Most of the

Fortune 500 companies from 1950 do not exist anymore – but the Church does.  The Church is the

longest lasting human institution there is. 

Probably because the offer to live a new life never gets old.  Happy New Year!

In Christ,

Pastor Joel



Council  Notes
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Let all that we do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14

The church council met on December 14th via ZOOM.  It was a longer than usual but productive

meeting. The following are some of the main actions taken.

Our youth and education director, Tiffany, brought up concerns regarding our ministry to youth and

young families. She and the youth committee see the need for more effort to seek their input and

involvement in the life and programs of the church. These concerns led to considerable discussion and

exchange of ideas but no specific action was taken.  It was agreed that this is an important concern and

that we need to be open to the needs of that demographic.

We set the goal to resume in-person worship services on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  Details on

that will be announced later.  The hope is that the peak in COVID infections will have passed by that

time.

The finance committee presented the proposed budget for 2021.  Council voted approval of that

proposal, and it will be brought forward for congregational approval at our January 2021 annual

meeting. Much discussion centered around how we can best conduct that meeting safely.  Our Synod

has sent out guidance to all congregations regarding these January meetings.  The main thing that they

stressed is that we should not have an in-person meeting.  The decision was made to hold our first ever

congregational meeting via zoom.  This will be different and will require some of us to learn new things.  

Instructions for this will be sent out along with the proposed budget 30 days in advance of that

meeting, scheduled for January 24th, 2021, at 9:30 AM.  Thank you in advance for your patience and

willingness to adapt. We will require a minimum of 50 members to be in attendance, so please be ready

to participate. All members are invited to attend in zoom budget review opportunities held on January

13th and 20th from 4:30- 5:30 PM.  You can log in at any time during that hour and ask questions or

make comments. Instructions for that will be sent along with copies of the budget.

As you may remember, we did receive a Payroll Protection Program loan at the beginning of the

COVID situation for $47,600.  That was part of the government COVID response to help employers

with funds such as keeping people employed rather than on unemployment.  Those funds have been

used toward our payroll expenses as required by law, so that loan has been 100% forgiven.  Thanks to

Jette for managing that whole situation and securing the loan forgiveness.  The council agreed to apply

for those funds, not knowing how the pandemic would affect our cash flow. We also said that if our

giving moving forward was strong enough, we would contribute some or all of the funds not needed to

other causes.  Thanks to all of you, we are now at the point where we can share some of that.  We

voted to pay forward $5000 to Luther Park Bible Camp.  They have lost the entire year of camper

revenue and need our support to be there for our kids when they can resume activities.  We will monitor

the cash flow situation as we advance with the hope and intention to share more of that grant.

Lastly, we would like to extend our thanks to Eric and Matthew Neff for all of the time and effort they

have put into running our video and audio for the online worship services and our parking lot services

this past summer.  They are there every week doing camera and sound work to make these services as

good as they can be.  Their dedication to this has been and continues to be way above the call of duty.

Bruce Schmidt, Council President
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Stewardship Message
“Don’t give ‘til it hurts, rather give ‘til it feels good”.

In Christ, Your Stewardship Committee,
Jeff Hubbard

Pastor Joel Bacon
Bruce Schmidt

Ron Kirchdoerfer

First Lutheran Stewardship Telethon

Thank you for all who participated and gave! First Lutheran is lucky to have
such warm, caring, and giving people!



THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Jeannette Siemers
Business Manager
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This area intentional left blank. 

Draft budget information is available 
by calling the church office.



Memorial and Endowment Fund Committee
THE POWER OF THE ENDOWMENT -
First Lutheran Endowment Fund

Jesus asked his followers to “love thy neighbor as thyself”, and then proclaimed “It is more blessed to give than to receive” 
 (Acts 20:35)

First Lutheran Church has established a Memorial and an Endowment Fund to focus the donation and gifts of its
members and the surrounding community.  

The funds are overseen by the Memorial & Endowment Committee whose responsibility it is to wisely apply annual
grant awards to religious, charitable, or educational projects and needs.  This is done by receiving grant requests and
giving awards.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 10th at 5pm.  

By using only its earnings, the Endowment Fund is able to continue to provide a permanent source of annual awards
to community and church efforts.

All are welcome to submit a grant request, both church members and non-church members.  We welcome your ideas
which will allow the church to expand the ways in which it shares the love of God through our congregation and
community.  Please submit your requests to the church office by
February 1, 2021 to be considered.

Thank you!  
The Memorial & Endowment Committee
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~Lent is quickly approaching - Want to mentor our youth?~ 
Each year during our Lent Season, our confirmation students team up with adult
members of our congregation to incorporate some inter-generational learning and
exploring. If you are interested in becoming a mentor, please see Tiffany. A list of
interested adults is given to our youth to help with finding a "great" match. 
Lent Season is every Wednesday: February 17 - March 24 (6pm-8pm).



Volunteers, who took phone calls, packed boxes, purchased and wrapped gifts, worked on

distribution, and coordinated and tracked request along with mailing confirmations (all while

wearing mask and maintaining social distancing).  An Army of Volunteers made this operation

work.

Jerry Bechard for the wonderful pies from Norske Nook

Kwik Trip, Walmart, Marketplace, Thrivent, H&R Block, Trembley’s, Hayward Lions, and an

anonymous donor who provide Chamber Bucks for each family. 

Salvation Army for meat vouchers.

The staff of 1st Lutheran Church who assisted us every step of the way.

After weeks of planning, changing things, and then re-planning Operation

Christmas Curbside was a huge success.  
Thank you to the entire congregations of First Lutheran, United Methodist, Ascension Episcopal, and 

 the community for their wonderful response to the 2020 Operation Christmas. You provided food

baskets to 225 families with your monetary donation, gifts to over 500 children, hats and mittens for

area schools to distribute to children as needed, and holiday cheer with cookies for area shut ins. This

year was the most amazing journey. In reflection I, along with many others, have a renewed faith in

people and God. We are all a blessing from God and Operation Christmas allowed us to provide

blessing to others through our faith. 

I would also like to thank:

 

We are small, but we are powerful with God.

Blessings,

Kathy McCoy
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From our families to your~
Thank you EVERYONE for the warm words, yummy snacks, and
wonderful gifts. Our hearts are full of love! It is because of each

of you that we are here! Thank you for the love and support. 

First Lutheran Church Staff

Operation Christmas



Purls of Prayer
Saturday, January 16th @ 9:30am

Location: via Zoom

Love to knit or crochet? Need some

fellowship? Join the Purls and help make

prayer shawls while relaxing at home. 

Zoom Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85025480795?

pwd=NmpIK0RlN1I1ZFYrcGFjbGRnclox

Zz09

Cover Girls
Because of COVID-19 the cover girls (tie quilters) are not meeting.  But we continue to find new ways to get
some things done.  Thrivent gave us money to buy flannel material to make nursing covers to give to
Northlakes Clinic.  We have done this for several years.  Maxine Poppe ordered the material and then made
30 coverings and then delivered them to Northlakes for expecting Mothers.  We have also order material
(from Thrivent money) to make baby blankets.  As they are being made Carol Nelson is tying them.  We
have taken 17 to Northlakes Clinic and have given some to the hospital.  We will continue to share the
blankets as needed. Other cover girls are making bottoms and tops for quilts at home.  When we can get
together again we will have plenty to work on.  Anyone who wants to donate material (it needs to be
washable and not a light color) can leave it in the quilting closet.  Anyone can come in and get material to
work on.  If you want to sew the edging on the quilts there are some in the closet ready to take home and
finish. 

Winter Relay For Life: 
Sunday, January 31st 

Festivities start at 4 pm. 

Please watch bulletin and church announcements for more information. 

Whether snowshoeing or skiing it is bound to be a
fun time! All are welcome for a time of exercise and
fellowship. Every Monday at 6pm at "OO" Trailhead

FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN
THEOLOGY ON TAP

Tuesday, January 12th @ 7pm
Where: Comfort of your home - via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85951980861?
pwd=ZElEZDM0VyttaGVGdWZrUmc0cVI0d

z09
Topic: Fatalism vs. Freewill 
Grab a favorite drink, your

computer/tablet/phone and join a great
conversation.

Bike/Hike/Ski Club
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Friday Night Movie

A minor incident between
a Lebanese Christian and
a Palestinian refugee
turns into an explosive
trial that ends up dividing
the two communities. 

2018
Rated: R
1 hour 53 minutes

Friday, January 17, 2021
5:30pm - Movie & Discussion

All are Welcome

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85025480795?pwd=NmpIK0RlN1I1ZFYrcGFjbGRncloxZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85951980861?pwd=ZElEZDM0VyttaGVGdWZrUmc0cVI0dz09


                          In the past few months I have heard the words "I don't care" so many times, that I am ready to         
                          scream!!!! Do people really not care about anything anymore? What's going on? 
What sounds good for dinner? "I don't care"
What do you want to do this weekend? "I don't care"
What movie do you want to watch? "I don't care"
How does this youth programming sound? "I don't care"

Have we really become this indecisive? Do we really not have our own thoughts or words? Or, do we feel that
our thoughts and words are not important so it is 'easier' to say "I don't care" and move along? 

Well... I DO CARE!!! I care so much that I spend many of my days hurting and in angst. I care that you are sad. I
care that you are alone. I care that you are sick. I care that you are heartbroken. I care. And to me, your words
are music! 

I am days away from beginning my winter term at Luther Seminary. It's exhilarating. I am learning so much
about my call from God, the words and lessons of Jesus, and what it truly means to have faith. My heart is
ripped open and so exposed to everything. The vulnerable are not just the elderly or the poor or the meek.
Vulnerability are seekers, lost sheep, those looking for mercy and grace. They are looking for a connection that
is calling to them. And the last thing they want to hear is, "I don't care."

Jesus NEVER said, "I don't care." As a matter-of-fact, He cared so much that he put his life on the line EVERY
DAY for OUR redemption and salvation. He cared so much that he died to make 'right' in the world. See, Jesus
tells us in John 15 that we did not choose him, HE CHOSE US! He chose YOU and he chose ME. He chose US
to be friends. TO CARE! To love. To give. To listen. To speak. To act. 

We are not called to judge and dictate over others. We are to teach and care and guide. The frailties of others
are for US to strength. We need to do a better job. We need to 'take up the cross!' Remember, we are
Christians. Our first job is to love God above ALL other things--our second job is to love EVERYONE ELSE. 

I have seen a lot of truth come to the surface and it gives me a great sadness. 
January (usually) gives people a sense of a new beginning. So...let's do this together. Let's start over. Give up
the words "I don't care" and start saying "I care!" Seek forgiveness in those you have broken. Give forgiveness. 

Do you want to live in exile or do you want to live for God? Is society speaking to you or is God speaking? We
could stay separated and suffer alone, or we can bond together and let our love mend the wounds of the
suffering and build something new. 

God gives us the power to do these things. It's just up to you whether you want to join in or not. As for me, I
will be walking with God and ALL are welcome to join me! 
 
Many blessings~
Tiffany Chipman

I  C a r e  B e c a u s e  G o d  C a r e s
A message from your Youth & Education Director
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Welcome back from Christmas Break and Happy New Year!!! 
Terrific Tuesdays: starts back on Tuesday, January 5th after school until 5 pm every Tuesday (there is
school). All youth K-5 are encouraged to come. We will explore fun Bible stories, work on service
projects, play games, and many other activities! This group is led by Tiffany Chipman and Rhonda
Passolt. Any parents, friends, or neighbors that would like to help, please contact Tiffany. 

Wednesday Nights: starts back on Wednesday, January 6th from 6:30 pm - 8 pm every Wednesday.
All youth 6th - 12th grade should attend. The night is split into 3 sections: Large Group Worship at 6:30,
Light meal/snack (donated by families), Confirmation (6th-8th grade) studies with Tiffany, High School
Youth Group with Pastor Joel.

Youth & Young Adult Bible Study: a new addition to Wednesday Nights!!! 6th grade and up are
invited after youth groups for Bible Study. We will start at 8 pm and wrap up around 8:30 pm. The
studies will focus on short scripture readings and conversations critical to youth life today and
upcoming. Scripture readings led by Tiffany, conversation driven by youth and young adults!  

First Lutheran Church follows the lead of Hayward Schools on in-person meetings during this COVID-
19 pandemic. If in-person school is an option, in-person youth groups will happen. If school is 100%
virtual, youth groups are virtual. The Youth Committee continues the planning of in-person and virtual
gatherings. Changes happen very quickly and FLC Youth Committee works as fast as we can to make
the transitions seamless. Thank you for your support and dedication to our youth ministries!                                
~Tiffany Chipman, Youth & Education Director

Youth Ministries
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Youth Education Times:

Super Bowl Take-N-Bake Pizza Sale is BACK!!!

Choices:
14” Sausage                           $12.00
14” Pepperoni                        $12.00
14” Cheese                             $10.00
14” Sausage/Pepperoni        $14.00 

Call or stop in to order your pizzas! All orders are due by Sunday, January 17th. 
Pick up on Sunday, February 7th from 9 am - 11am. 

This is a youth fundraiser for the ELCA Youth Gathering 2022. 

ELCA Youth Extravaganza 2021: 
Friday: February 5th: 11am - 5pm

Saturday: February 6th: 11am -6:15pm

FLC Youth Committee is opening the doors to watch and participate in the 2021 'E' right here at
First Lutheran. We will watch the live workshops, hold breakout discussions, and work to

enhance youth, young adult, and congregational relationships and programs. 
Lunch will be provided each day! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you would like to attend. 



Valentine's Day Dinner & BINGO

Sunday, February 14th
Dinner: 5pm
BINGO: 6pm

Cost: $5/person

Valentines Dinner: Pasta, salad, breadstick, dessert, and beverage. 
Stop in or call Tiffany to reserve your dinner and Bingo spot NOW. 

More details about the evening in the February First Word. 
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SOUPER BOWL

The youth of FLC are hosting a SOUPER Bowl food drive. Help us score the
winning touchdown by dropping off nonperishable food items for our local
food shelf. 

TEAM: Cans
vs
TEAM: Boxes

Pick a team and let's SACK the hunger in Hayward!!! 

Drop off your donations Super Bowl Week (Feb. 1- Feb. 7)

Sledding Evening: 

Let's go sledding!!!!
Sunday, January 10th at 4pm
County Hill Park

Bring your sleds and let's have some fun! 
We will have a campfire, Hot Chocolate, Hot
Dogs for roasting, and of course S'mores!
Bring the family and lets laugh the evening
away!!! 

Confirmation Students: 

Our Lenten Journey starts February 17th...now is the time to start thinking

and looking for a mentor! When you have one picked, let me know! Need

help? I have a list! Let's check them out together!!! Come see Tiffany

Adults of FLC - give back to our youth and be a mentor!!! Please see Tiffany

to be added to the list of 'willing to mentor'. 



“Arise, shine: for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold,

darkness covered the earth and thick darkness the peoples: but the Lord will arise upon us, and His

Glory will be seen upon you; and nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your

rising.” Isaiah 60:1-3

 

There has come an Epiphany, the light shining through to all of us. I love this season! God’s promises

are here for all of us now today. For us is born a Savior, the light of the world, and Jesus says, “I will

make all things new.” As we celebrate the New Year, we are praying that this year 2021 will see many

new things. The vaccination to eradicate COVID. The elections and our new elected officials will bring

our divided country together. That there will be healing of hearts broken by death and illnesses,

prosperity to our people, and that we will look at our neighbors in a new way. Jesus says, “ love one

another.” Love came down to earth lowly and humbly and to heal us all. Let us also follow the star and

be the Wise Men following the Epiphany’s bright shining star. Let the Light show us the way with new

energy to serve His people. Our church has opened up so many doors for us to serve and grow in our

faith. Jesus says, “Come!” As we see the COVID subside, we will fling open wide our church’s doors to

welcome all. I am hoping that we will hold our circle bible studies in church. This is the plan as I write.

Please watch for updates as things can change. Pray for good news!

 

Faith Hope and Love the afternoon Bible Study meets at 1:30 on January 12th in Fellowship

Hall. We are studying from the Gather Magazine Jan./Feb. An issue on Angels. 

Leader: Maureen Schreiber

 

Peace Circle the Morning Bible Study meets at 9:45 am January 12th,  in Fellowship Hall

They will be studying from the Gather Magazine Jan./Feb. An issue on Angels as well. 

Leader: Linda Euneau.

 

Jubilee Circle will meet for their Bible Study on Tuesday, January 19th,  at 6 pm and continues their

DVD on “12 Women of the Bible”. They, too, will meet in Fellowship Hall.

Leader: Rhonda Passolt.

 

Koinonia will not meet in January. 

 

I wish all of you a Happy New Year. May God bless each one of you and we pass this blessing on to all

we meet. And may God bless First Lutheran Church and Pastor Joel, Tiffany, Jeannette, Ray, Becky,

Patty, The Spirit Within, and all who made us stay centered on Christ our Savior, through the power

of electronics.

 

This past year of 2020.

Love in Christ, Linda Gordon FLCW Pres.

Women of First Lutheran
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I want to thank all the wonderful bakers who gave so
generously for the Shut In Cookies.  The boxes looked so
pretty filled with the Christmas Cookies.  We were able to
make sixty four boxes of wonderful goodies. And in doing
so we said Merry Christmas  and Let them know they are
in our thoughts and prayers.  God Bless all of you for
your time and generosity. ~Linda Gordon



Terri Lundeen
Carol Williamson
Carol Nelson

The Love of Our Altar
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Music Ministry
The Spirit Within

Worships: 
January 10th @ 10am
January 24th @ 10am

Practices: Thursdays at 6 pm

Choir:

In memory of Karl Lundeen
In memory of Denise Leasure
In memory of grandmother, Grace Courtright

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up.

There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know.
Thank you!!!

Eternal Candle Sponsors for January

Members of the
Choir will sing hymns

for worships.

Chime Choir:
Chime rehearsal is

every Wednesday at
1 pm in Room 4. 

There are so many aspects of the arrival of the Christ Child that very First Christ, that it seems

like one can learn something new each time we celebrate Christmas a new. 

For instance, we remember from our Sunday School days how eager the shepherds were to

come and see the Christ Child. as it turns out, they were so eager, that though they had the

important job of protecting the sheep from predators, they had left them unattended. 

And, Mary and Joseph, as new parents didn't choose a name for their new baby. They were

to call him Jesus. I later learned that Jesus is derived from Joshua and it's literal meaning is

"God saves."

Oh, how His birth as God's Son is at the forefront of our faith as we go about our daily lives as

servants following after Jesus. Many people choose to make New Year's Resolutions at this

time. And as we know, some are kept; but, many are not. What we are able to do is to

celebrate the name of God's Word of promise, God's "forever resolution": Jesus, Savior. This

promise will never be broken, ever. 

Thank you God, for keeping your promise of salvation. In the name of Your Son, Jesus. Amen

 In Christ, Amen.

A N  E V A N G E L I C A L  M I N U T E

C h r i s t m a s :  S o  M e a n i n g f u l  &  E x c i t i n g

 A late submission to December is honored here: 
                    Will & Sandy Ferris                      In memory of their Son-in-Law: Jeff Gewedik



January 10, 2021: Baptism of The Lord
Preface: Baptism of the Lord    Color: White

Prayer of the Day: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.” Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17)

Readings and Psalm                                                                                      
Genesis 1:1-5 (God creates light)
Psalm 29 (The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3))
Acts 19:1-7 (Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus)
Mark 1:4-11 (Revelation of Christ as God’s servant)

January 17, 2021: Second Sunday after Epiphany
Preface: Epiphany    Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings
and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day
by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
 
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, who brings us grace and truth.
Alleluia. (John 1:41, 17)
 
Readings and Psalm
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] (The calling of Samuel)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1))
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (Glorify God in your body)
 John 1:43-51 (The calling of the first disciples)
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January 3, 2021: Epiphany of Our Lord
Preface:  Epiphany       Color: White

Prayer of the Day: Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the
brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the world through him who
is the true light and the bright morning start, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. We have observed his star at its rising, and have come to worship him.
Alleluia (Matt 2:2)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 60:1-6 (Nations come to the light)
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (All kings shall bow down before him.) 
Ephesians 3:1-12 (The gospel's promise for all)
Matthew 2:1-12 (Christ revealed to the nations)

Lectionary Readings



F a c e b o o k  M o n t h l y  S t a t s :  
Last 30 days:
363 Followers
***25% Age 65+
***15% Age 35-44
45 Average Daily Devotion Viewers
79 Average Worship Viewers

Share posts! Invite family and friends!
Comment or like posts. 

January 24, 2021: Third Sunday after Epiphany
Preface: Epiphany    Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us
by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
 
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news. Alleluia. (Mark 1:15)

Reading and Psalm
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (Repentance at Nineveh)
Psalm 62:5-12 (God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6))
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (Living in the end times)
Mark 1:14-20 (The calling of the disciples at the sea)

I n s t a g r a m  M o n t h l y
S t a t s :  

Last 30 days: 

39 Followers

From inspiration to action shots -
check out what is happening. 
Follow us at
https://www.instagram.com/flch
aywardwi/ 
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January 31, 2021: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Preface: Epiphany    Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
 
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia. The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light; for those who sat in
the shadow of death light has dawned. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:16)

Reading and Psalm
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 (The prophet speaks with God’s authority)
Psalm 111 (The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10))
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (Limits to liberty: the case of food offered to idols)
Mark 1:21-28 (The healing of one with an unclean spirit)

https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about
https://www.instagram.com/flchaywardwi/
https://www.instagram.com/flchaywardwi/


Men's Bible Study 
Every Tuesday at 8 am in the Sanctuary. 
Bring your own beverage and snack (if desired).
***physical distancing and face masks are practiced for safety.
***No food or beverage sharing at this time. 

Online Bible Studies are available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.  We
meet Tuesday nights at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 10am. Both
studies are different. Engage in both! Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid
back way. All are welcome. Both studies are led by Pastor Joel and have
fantastic discussions. 
Tuesday Evening (7pm): Zoom link: Click Here to Join
Wednesday Mornings (10am): Zoom link: Click Here to Join

Contact Tiffany in the church office with any questions. 

Jubilee Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 19th at 6 pm and will continue
with the DVD Series -12 Women of the Bible.  Jubilee will meet at church in
Fellowship Hall in order to social distant and wear masks.  Rhonda Passolt
will be the leader.  All our welcome.  Any questions, please contact Rhonda
Passolt at 715-563-2502 or 715-634-1062 or passolt0826@yahoo.com.

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
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Women's Morning Circle: Peace Circle meets Tuesday, January 12th  at
9:45am. Join together in a fellowship and Bible study while exploring the
articles of the Gather Magazine. 
Leader for January: Linda Euneau

Women's Afternoon Circle: Faith Hope & Love meets Tuesday, January 12th  
at 1:30pm. Join together in a fellowship and Bible study while exploring the
articles of the Gather Magazine. 
Leader for January: Maureen Schrieber

Youth & Young Adults: every Wednesday evening at 8pm in Fellowship
Hall. Dig deeper to your faith with friends and the Bible. Let's explore the
Bible and see where it takes us! 
Scripture leader: Tiffany Chipman - Group Leader: EVERYONE

Annual Budget Meeting is Sunday, January 24th at 9:30am on Zoom. Join in
the Budget Review Hearings on January 13th and 20th from 4:30-5:30pm
on Zoom to get answers to your budget questions. Watch your mailbox for
the Zoom information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82544654436?pwd=OXd4bmFkT2VYMTE2M0pjTExCZFFWdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84874711501?pwd=cWlEbEdNZk1IeTBLc1VSNXZBdWl6dz09
http://yahoo.com/


3 lbs. fresh jumbo shrimp
2 bay leaves
2 bottles or cans of beer                              
2 T. Celery seed
1 clove garlic, peeled                                               
2 T. Chopped parsley
1 T. Salt 
1/4 tsp. Tabasco
1 tsp. Thyme  
Juice of 1/2 lemon
  
Split shrimp down back, remove vein and legs (not the shells.) Combine beer and seasonings in large
kettle, bring to a boil.  Add shrimp, return to boil, then reduce heat & simmer till shrimp turns pink (2-5
min). Serve hot (removing shells as eaten) with drawn butter or seafood cocktail sauce.  Serves 8-10. 
 This recipe may be cut in half.

                                                              A community meal is served curb-side pickup here at First 
                                                              Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.

                                                              The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free 
                                                              will donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared and 
                                                              served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as well as 
                                                              volunteers within the community.

If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the sign-up sheets on the cart located on
the left side of the Church as you enter. See who is in charge for the month and give them call or
sign-up to help.

First Foodies:

Have a fun and tasty recipe for February? 
Sent it to Tiffany Chipman by January 15th!

Monthly Overseer:

Cheryl Treland

Thank you!!!

November Weekly Meal Sponsors: 

December 2nd:
December 9th:
December 16th:
December 23rd:
December 30th:

Ascension Episcopal Church
Hayward Lions
Lori's Card & Gift
Trelands
Treland

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r
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SHRIMP IN BEER by Jan Wege



Giving Options: 
We have several online ways to contribute

to First Lutheran Church ministries.
  

Give+ Mobile
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to

make convenient credit or debit card
donations quickly through your Android

or Apple phones. 
 

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to
use.  Simply go to the App Store and

search for  “give plus Church” to download
and start donating today.

 
Automatic withdrawal from your banking

account.  You may set  the amount of your
contribution, the date, the frequency.

Contact the office for more information.

Website Highlights: 
Upcoming Events

Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box

titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.
 

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a

new devotional every day by Pastor Joel
Bacon. Each devotion is posted around

9am or can be caught "live" on
Facebook at 7:30am.  

 
Weekly Worship Services

Worship services are available online
through Facebook or our website every

Sunday at 8am. 
 

If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net

“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the

ELCA.  Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation

are not a part of their daily lives.  The cost per broadcast is $30. 
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3).  These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,

or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.

Social Media
Check out our First Lutheran Church Website at: http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Day 1 Sponsors: 
December 13        in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
December 27        in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family

https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
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https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?pagetoken=35432ff6f841c5343c1bee25662a851cab56b5d0
http://centurytel.net/
http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about


Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God's work.  Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.

If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is still comparatively new as a
Church body, and yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 years together.  The taproot of our
life extends through the histories of predecessor Churches in the United States, through the
formative witness of the 16th century evangelical reformers and their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ.  Our life is in Jesus Christ.  We are deeply rooted in his word of
forgiveness and the promises of God’s steadfast love and mercy.  The word of Christ dwells in us
richly.  God nourishes us as one body in Jesus Christ with companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.
…there is a new creation
We are being made new every day.  In Jesus Christ we are not unchanged.  What God does in Christ
is as radical as the death and resurrection of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to live “no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.”  God is bringing that new
creation to life among us in the ministry of reconciliation.  In that service we no longer see each
other as we did before.  We are no longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each other.  We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the common good in Christ.  The new creation in Christ
rises to life among us every day.

Office Hours: Weekly Bulletin:
Monday - Thursday
       8:30—4:00
Friday                  
      8:30—12:00

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly

bulletin, it is due to 
Tiffany Chipman by 4:00pm each

Tuesday

ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to

Tiffany Chipman  
by 4:00pm on January 15th for

the February First Word

First Lutheran Staff

Joel Bacon                                Pastor                                           pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Jeannette Siemers                   Business Manager                      jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Tiffany Chipman                       Youth and Education Director  tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
                                                   & Office Administrator
Ray Austin                                 Building and Grounds               ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Patty Van Landschoot             Choir Director                             davidjv@centurytel.net
Rebecca Iverson                      Organist                                       beckyiverson@charter.net
Patty Treland                            Volunteer Coordinator              ptreland@gmail.com

Phone:  715-634-2141
Mail:       P.O. Box 346
               Hayward, WI 54843

First Word:

Contact Us: 

21

http://firstlutheranhaywardwi.net/
http://firstlutheranhaywardwi.net/
http://firstlutheranhaywardwi.net/
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Barbara Williamson
Todd Swanson
Jane Wikum
Dave Stevens
David Grothe
Palmer McCoy
Dean Schleeter
Harry Hodgkinson
Larry Bloom
Kay Sieh
Brad Hellerich
Jim Probyn
Lavada Hodd
Fred Nelson
Jim Meier
Carol Schleeter
Michael Nelson
Family of Troy Morgan

Our Caring Prayers:

Care Partners Assisted Living  
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland
Paul Pedersen
Harry Hodgkinson

Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Joyce Zaspel
Henry Aukee

Care Centers: 

Chronic & Long-term Illness:

Aspen Acres    
10214 Rock Creek Rd 
Hayward, WI 54843

Irene Ahrenkiel
Dorothy Hedman

Country Terrace    
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Hayward Health Center 
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843

Water’s Edge              
11044 N State Rd 77   
 Hayward, WI 54843

Liz Webber
Janis Bergum

Care Center:

Assisted Living:

John Jaeckel
John Bihun
Ranee Bihun

Please Pray For: 
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Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum

Lutheran World Relief Coffee
 

LWR coffee is available for purchase 

  

Coffee choices include: 

Dark Roast - Whole Bean 
Dark Roast - Ground 

Medium Roast - Whole Bean 
Medium Roast - Ground 
Decaffeinated - Ground

Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during office hours



                                        Walter "Wallie" Theodore Meisner Jr.                                     
 March 17, 1926 ~ November 17, 2020

                                 Walter "Wallie" Theodore Meisner, Jr. died November 17, 2020 aged 84 at his 
                                 home in Rio Verde, AZ surrounded by his loving family. Wallie was born March 
                                 17, 1936 in Chicago, IL to parents Walter and Luella Meisner and graduated from 
                                 Taft High School. He has been a fervent Chicago Bears fan all his life. Wallie 
attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he was a proud member of the Phi Delta Theta
fraternity. He graduated in 1958, becoming a life-long Badger fan. He was commissioned with the Navy
upon graduation and served for two years active duty in Oak Harbor, Washington. After an additional
26 years active reserves, he retired from the military as a Navy Captain. Wallie married Gayle
Schroeder, in 1958. Wallie and Gayle raised five children in Roseville, MN. They also lived in
Washington, Nebraska, and Venezuela throughout Wallie's 30 years of employment with 3M and
retired to Hayward, WI in 1995. Wallie was especially interested in antique cars. He loved touring with
car clubs in his restored 1931 Buick and his 1980 Mercedes-Benz 380 SL.  Survived by his wife Gayle
Schroder Meisner of Hayward and Rio Verde; son Wallie (Fiona) of Greensboro, NC; son Robert
(Michele) of Menomonie, WI; daughter Amy Vidos (Vera) of Sun City, AZ; daughter Anne of Bloomington,
MN; eleven grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; sister Marijean Flom of Appleton, WI; and many
other devoted family members.  Preceded in death by his mother and father, son Charlie, sister Marion
Harker, and brother-in-law James "Jim" Schroeder.   Wallie's ashes will be interred at The Northern
Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery. A memorial service will be held for family and friends in
Hayward, WI at First Lutheran on a date to be determined. Wallie's family requests that any memorial
donations be sent to Hospice of the Valley (Rio Verde), Community Church of the Verdes (Rio Verde), or
First Lutheran Church (Hayward, WI).

Our Deepest Sympathies
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Belated sympathies
extended to the
families of Peggy
Johnson and Linda
Swanson on the
passing of their sister
Barb Kramer last
October.

Sympathies to the
families of Linda
Swanson and Pam
Swanson on the
accidental death of
their brother-in-law
Donald Swanson.

Our sympathies to the family of Troy Morgan. 
Troy lost his battle to cancer in the overnight hours of December 21, 2020. He was a dedicated member
and secretary of Congregational Council, beloved friend, and warm person. A full obituary will be available
in the February First Word. 



John Bihun III
Vi Jacobson
Delores Lein
Dick Gillis
John Hawksford
Betz Latsch
Jane Wikum
Karen Peters
Arden Rasmussen
Gib Purtell
Donna Gilbertson
Susan Vortanz
Linda Swanson
Harold Treland
Tim Gardner
Lori Clifford
Joel Saxum
Gavin Abric
Anya Bacon
Viktor Enk

Curt Lein
Bonnie Jacobsen
Pam Swanson
Kay Edwards
Chris Fredrickson
Gayle Huseth
Bob Kirk
Liz Dokkestul
Kym Kirk
Darrel Vitcenda
Janeen Abric
Krista Christenson
Joe Olson
Anna Hussa
Joseph Froemel
Sadie Chipman
Joey Bergschnieder
Walter Berquist
Madeline Saporito
Bill Bates
Kevin Clifford
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Mark & Sherry Beckman
Rod & Kay Edwards
Ron & Darlene Kirchdoerfer
Brett & Kelly Poppe
Harold & Jan Treland

Each month we take a moment to celebrate the
birthdays and anniversaries of our friends at
First Lutheran. Let's take this time to pray for
joyful birthdays and anniversaries. Please do not
call the office for actual dates or ages. 

Thank you for your cards, warm wishes
and most of all your prayers. I am on the
road to recovery and look forward to
renewed health. God was truly watching
over me and he hears every prayer.  May
his blessings shine on us all in 2021.
Kay Sieh

Thank you all so much for all the cards,
prayers and the goodies too. All are
appreciated. God Bless You All!

Linda Swanson
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Worship With Us!

Wednesdays: 6:30pm

Sundays: 8am Live-Stream Online 

Everyone is Welcome!

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 346

Hayward, Wisconsin 54843

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin

715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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