MARCH 2021

The First Word
LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE
I CORINTHIANS 16:14
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First Lutheran Church
Hayward, Wisconsin

From the Pastor's Desk

Metanoia
First of all, every Thursday in March, April, and May, First Lutheran’s Fellowship Hall, its Narthex, its
Sanctuary, and its parking lot will be the vaccination center for Sawyer County. This is to distribute
over 200 Covid vaccines on every one of those Thursdays. This is the right thing to do and is an
affirmation of the forward-thinking of those involved in the original designs here, as well as the
foresight of the recent remodels.
Lent is the most well-known of the Church’s seasons of repentance, but what does repentance mean?
The word translated as repent is a Greek word, metanoia, metanoia, which is literally after-thinking. It
means to learn a new way of thinking. Metanoia recognizes that all sins start in the mind and the only
way to alter the future is to alter the mind. When Jesus says, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” He is saying, “Change your way of thinking, or you might miss the kingdom of heaven.”
This is why Jesus is so critical of the religious observance of cleanliness rules – as if following washing
instructions could make you right with God. Jesus basically says that any idiot can wash his hands,
but it takes a real change of heart to become a new person.
Often when there are revolutions instigated by the powerful, all the powerful do is attack the professors
and clergy and teachers – those who influence people's minds. Metanoia is a powerful reminder that
what makes us unique among God’s creatures is our minds. Our minds can be changed. Whether
through experience or enlightenment, minds can be changed. World War II was a powerful
changing-of-minds. The religious biases that many young people were raised with didn’t survive the
experience of the foxholes, and people came back changed. Stateside we learned that women can
work outside the home and can be more than secretaries. Many minds were changed.
Jesus changed the minds of many. Changed their minds about spirituality. Changed their minds about
love. Changed their minds about holiness. Those whose minds would not change had a cross and a
hammer and some nails waiting for Jesus.
The new diet craze NOOM tries to teach its clients a new way to think. We like to say ‘thinking outside
the box’ to encourage innovations. It is a corporate metaphor, but it shows the reality that change
outside the body only happens because of change within.
You could say I’ve changed my mind on this matter.
Blessed Lent,
Pastor Joel
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Council Notes
Let all that we do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14
The council met on February 8th via ZOOM. The following is a summary of some of the items
taken up at that meeting.
Our return to in-person worship was revisited and it was agreed that we would proceed with doing
so on Ash Wednesday per our decision in January. We will urge all members to exercise their own
judgment as to whether they wish to attend in-person or continue to worship online.
Two use-of-facility requests were granted. The county health department will be using the Narthex,
Kitchen, and Fellowship Hall for a COVID-19 vaccination site on February 18 and 19. A literacy group
has been granted provisional permission to use the “art” room for tutoring students one-on-one.
This is a one day per week situation and will not be scheduled on the day that Sara is working with
her clients.
A bid in the amount of $6735 from Hayward Home Center was approved to replace the floor
covering in five office rooms in our administrative wing. This includes removal of all old flooring,
prep work, and installation of vinyl plank floor covering. Funds for this will come from the $8812.24
that we now are holding in our church building and refurbishing fund.
The property committee brought forward a proposal to investigate the possibility of having a
columbarium here at church. This idea had also been proposed during our long-range planning
sessions. The council approved the formation of a task force to further investigate this and for that
task force to be ready to bring a detailed proposal forward at our next congregational meeting
which will be held in July of this year.
Bruce Schmidt, Council President

Stewardship Message
"Don't give 'til it hurts; rather give 'til it feels good."
The Stewardship Committee is so grateful and thankful for the continued support of the First
Lutheran Church Congregation during the past year.
We have been able to continue to support our Synod, the ELCA, and our mission work, as well as our
church and staff. This giving should "feel good" since it was doing so much good.
God's blessings are truly being shared.
Your Stewardship Committee
Pastor Joel Bacon
Bruce Schmidt
Jeff Hubbard
Ron Kirchdoerfer
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Volunteer Opportunity
With in-person services starting up, we are in the need for a couple of people who would be willing to
count offerings on Monday mornings. We are also in need of a couple of people who would be willing to
co-sign checks on Tuesday afternoon. Both tasks only require less than an hour to complete and
usually only for a month or 2 at a time. Counting takes place about 8:30 am on Mondays. If this is
something you are interested in, please contact Jeannette in the office.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Jeannette Siemers
Business Manager
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Lenten Worships
Lent is a season of repentance and fasting. We navigate through troubled times and seek the love and
forgiveness of Our Savior. As God's people, this time is not meant for solidarity. We are united in God and
connected the same. This year, First Lutheran Church is giving more opportunities to connect and gather
as one in Christ. We hope you will join us!
Mid-Week Worship Series:

Noon Worship Theme:
The Wilderness School

Evening Worship Theme:
The Sense of HOPE

***worship in-person or online at 12pm every Wednesday***

***worship in-person or online at 6:30pm every Wednesday***

March 3rd:
Wherever You God There You, and God, Are

March 3rd:
Hearing Hope

March 10th:
Little Problems are Little Problems Because They are Little

March 10th:
Seeing Hope

March 17th:
Nostalgia is Toxic

March 17th:
Smelling Hope

March 24th:
Work is Dignified - You Can Have Too Much

March 24th:
Tasting Hope

Holy Week Schedule:
April 1st:
Maundy Thursday
6:30pm Worship: In-Person & Online

March 28th:
Palm Sunday:
8:00am Worship: In-Person & Online
10:00am Worship: In-Person
Personal Care Kit & Diaper Donations Due

April 2nd:
Good Friday
6:30pm Worship: In-Person & Online

March 29th:
Holy Monday

April 3rd:
Easter Vigil
5:00pm Worship: In-Person & Online

March 30th:
Holy Tuesday
March 31st:
Holy Wednesday
Cross+Gen Service Project: 6:30pm
Missions Blessings & Prayers

April 4th:
Easter Sunday
6:30am Sunrise Worship: In-Person
8:00am Worship: In-Person & Online
7:30am-9:30am: Easter Breakfast (Dine-In or Carry-Out)
10:00am Worship: In-Person
April 5th:
Easter Monday
Office Closed
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Lenten Missions
God's Word speaks in our hearts. God's Work is in our hands. This Lent season, let's join together and put God's Word
in action. As part of our Wednesday evening worship series, we will collect items for Personal Care Kits for Lutheran
World Relief.
First Lutheran Youth is teaming up with Lutheran World Relief to help our friends worldwide with basic care items.
Join our youth, and let's build the service for our neighbors!

Each Personal Care Kit needs the following:
1 - dark color light-weight bath-size towel (size range 20"x40" - 52"x27")
2 - Bars of Soap (any brand - much be in original packaging)
1 - adult-size toothbrush (in original packaging)
1 - sturdy hair comb (removed from packaging)
1 - Metal nail clipper (with or without attached file)
Donations can be dropped off anytime during the Lent Season (February 17th - March 28). Boxes for donations will
be in the Narthex.
Could you help us reach the goal of 1000 kits?
Youth, mentors, and other congregational members can help pack the kits on Wednesday, March 31st starting at
6:30 pm. Kits will ship out to Lutheran World Relief on Monday, April 5th.

Whoever is
kind to the
poor lends
to the
Lord,

and
will be
repaid
in full.

Proverbs 19:17

Diaper Drive!!!!
1 in 3 families struggle to buy diapers!
Infants & Toddlers need medical treatments
more often when diaper supplies are limited.
Throughout Lent FLC Youth will collect diapers
for parents and expecting parents here in
Sawyer County!
Any time from February 17 - March 28
drop off a package or two of disposal baby
diapers (any size, any brand).
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The Covid-19 Epidemic by Linda Gordon
The year was 2020 that Covid-19 hit.
Feelings of unbelief were all around.
There were believers and skeptics
Who was right and who was wrong.
The rules were set and masks
Were warn, at first by preference,
But the illness began to spread
We began to see and soon the dread.
We saw our friends sick with the fever
And we saw the need to follow precautions.
Stay confined and keep our distance
Wear the mask, but the virus was resistant.
Some were faithful and some were reluctant
And still more were infected and it was serious.
The news saw the numbers climbing
Of covid-19 cases and not declining.
We began to lose our friends and family.
The fear was real and so was isolation.
How could this happen in year 2020
The country was in shock and real confusion.
We mourned our dying and confined the elderly.
Our health care workers worked diligently.
The scientist worked Pfizer, J&J, and Moderna
they tried there best to get the formula.
The cases were millions all over the world,
How do we control this the scholars questioned?
We must wear the mask and keep our distances,
Confine our vulnerable and regulate their destinations.
We wait today and hope for answers.
We wait for a vaccination to reach us all.
We pray for to our Father to round the bend
and bring this pandemic to an end.
Will we be grateful for all the small things?
Will we again enjoy life and God's given pleasures,
A dinner out, voices singing, church bells ringing,
Love abounding, and heart aches mending?
May we never forget these Covid times.
We were made stronger and stood the days,
So we bow our heads in thankful praise,
That we endure this Covid-19 Malaise.
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FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN
THEOLOGY ON TAP

Bike/Hike/Ski Club

Whether snowshoeing or skiing it is bound to be a
fun time! All are welcome for a time of exercise and
fellowship. Every Monday at 6pm at "OO" Trailhead
Friday Night Movie

Friday, March 19, 2021
6pm - Movie & Discussion
All are Welcome
A lonesome boy
accompanies his
mother on a trip to
clean out his late
aunt's house, and
ends up forming an
unexpected friendship
with the retiree who
lives next door.
2020
1 hr 23 min

Tuesday, March 9th @ 7pm
Where: Comfort of your home - via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85951980861?
pwd=ZElEZDM0VyttaGVGdWZrUmc0cVI0d
z09
Topic: Lent & Easter Traditions
Grab a favorite drink, your
computer/tablet/phone and join a great
conversation.

Purls of Prayer
Saturday, March 20 @ 9:30am
Location: via Zoom
Love to knit or crochet? Need some
fellowship? Join the Purls and help make
prayer shawls while relaxing at home.
Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85025480795?
pwd=NmpIK0RlN1I1ZFYrcGFjbGRnclox
Zz09

Women, Wine, & Wisdom

Calling All Women!!!!
Grab a glass of Wine or Water or Whiskey or Whatever and
join us! Swap stories~recipes~projects~and more!
Sunday, March 21st at 7pm
Focus: Weekly preparations! What moms and other
women do to prepare their homes for the coming week!

3rd Sunday each month at 7pm!

Cover Girls

Cover Girls (tie quilters) will start meeting again in March. Our times and days are changed to the 2nd and
3rd Fridays of the month (as Sawyer County Public Health is using Fellowship Hall on Thursdays).
We will continue to follow the guidelines of First Lutheran for safety measures. Anyone that would like to
come to tie quilts, sew edges, etc. are welcome.
Anyone who wants to donate material (it needs to be washable and not a light color) can leave it in the
quilting closet. Old sheets are great as long as they are not white. Anyone can come in and get material to
work on. Thank you to all the quilters for their faithfulness.
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Change? Today or Tomorrow?
A message from your Youth & Education Director

Well, here we go again. The next term of my seminary journey is upon me. As I brace myself
for another grueling and enlightening semester, I remind myself that my seminary experience
and learning are for my future, not my present. I can take what I learned during the fall
semester to allow for this difference and conflict.
See, the classes and essays and conversations during my class times in seminary are full of
great information, ideas, and inspiration. My classmates and I exchange current practices
and ideas of new thinking. We compare ministries and job duties; we analyze and breakdown.
Everything we do revolves around a theological or missiological approach to our calls.
So, why is this for the future and not the present? Well, that is where the complications come
into play. As great as it would be to put the knowledge instantly to work, there are levels of
unity, acceptance, and loyalty to pull them off. There is an intense struggle between
maintaining the 'status quo' and moving to the new. One could describe it as an elegant
dance. Adjust this, finesse that. Baby steps. The gentle rocking of the boat. How does one
bring forth new ideas and concepts to a well-rooted traditionally-based congregation? Don't
worry; there is no simple answer to this question. It truly is the bigger picture, not a
question/answer scenario.
I am not saying the practicality of new approaches isn't possible. I am simply saying it is a
level that we just are not at yet. Though, I do have faith that a time will come when these
approaches can be entertained and put into action. The working possibilities are in paper
form. The readiness for execution is on standby. In the meantime, I attend classes, hang on
to the new knowledge, new approaches, new theologies, and wait.
A few weeks ago, I attended the ELCA Youth Network Extravaganza. This is an event for all
youth workers (paid and volunteer) that work together in general sessions and workshops to
discover and discuss what works and what doesn't work within our congregations. Bishop
Eaton joined us with a brief message and prayer. She told us about a restructuring of the
ELCA for the next few years. There is a new pull for congregations' focus to transition the
focus of congregational ministry from the request of the elders to the request of our youth
and young adults, more specifically the ages of 15-29—concepts like the inclusivity of all
genders, races, ages, and demographics.
I am excited to see what the future holds for our congregation and the ELCA. It is this
excitement that allows me to hold onto my educational knowledge. The excitement is the
hope of what I am learning will soon become practice. God's plans are far greater than
anything we can see. The faith in that is all we need to hold onto.
It does not matter what others say or do as long as our faith in God and our actions in God's
Word and Work are at the forefront of our everyday lives. Amen.
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Youth Ministries
Youth Education Times:
What's Happening in Our Youth Groups!

Terrific Tuesdays: X Marks the Spot is our journey through Lent this year. The children will journey
on the Roman Road to find treasures along the way. This group is open to all children in Kindergarten
through 5th grade. We meet every Tuesday (that there is school) from after school until 5 pm.
****There is NO Terrific Tuesday on Tuesday, March 30th. Children and families are invited to the
Wednesday Service Project night on March 31st.***
Wednesday Youth Nights continue throughout our Lenten Season. All youth, families, mentors, and
friends start each week with worship at 6:30 and meal/snack at 7:00. Following our meal, confirmation
students and mentors will work together through prayer, conversation, and projects. High School
youth will spend time in reflection, movie watching, and game playing. All youth (6th - 12th grade) are
encouraged to join us!
Youth & Young Adult Bible Study: 6th grade and up are invited after youth groups for Bible Study.
We will start at 8 pm and wrap up around 9 pm. The studies will focus on short scripture readings and
conversations critical to youth life today and upcoming. Scripture readings led by Tiffany, conversations
driven by youth and young adults!
First Lutheran Church follows the lead of Hayward Schools on in-person meetings during this COVID19 pandemic. If in-person school is an option, in-person youth groups will happen. If school is 100%
virtual, youth groups are virtual. The Youth Committee continues the planning of in-person and virtual
gatherings. Changes happen very quickly and FLC Youth Committee works as fast as we can to make
the transitions seamless. Thank you for your support and dedication to our youth ministries!
~Tiffany Chipman, Youth & Education Director

Cross+Gen Service Project
Wednesday, March 31st
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Let us unite as God's children in word and service.
Please join us as we prepare, package, and pack
the Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Join the assembly-line.
Everyone welcome.
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Easter Activities:
In lieu of our traditional Egg Hunt and
Jarping this 2021 Easter, all children,
youth, and families will receive takehome Easter Bags with treats, crafts,
and activities for the whole family to
enjoy!

Easter Breakfast 2021
Easter Sunday, April 4th
7:30am - 9:30am
Dine-In or Carry-Out
FLC Youth Fundraiser
Free-Will Donation
Menu:
Scrambled Eggs
Pancakes
Cheesy Hashbrowns
Fruit Salad
Ham
Sausage
Breakfast Pastries
Juice/Milk/Coffee

Easter Lilies are on sale now until March 14th.
Cost: $10/plant
Order today in honor or in memory of your loved ones.
I wish to buy an Easter Lily (Please print neatly)
In honor of: _______________________________
In memory of: _____________________________
For the church: ___________________________
From: ___________________________________
Payment made by: _____Cash ___Check
Number of Easter Lilies: _________
Amount Paid____________________
Thank you for your contribution to our altar for Easter worship
and thank you for supporting our Youth at First Lutheran.
11

Women of First Lutheran
The King of Kings and Lord of Lords
Our teacher, Savior, Healer, Friend,
Who taught us how to live and serve.
We ask You now to show us whenTo feed the hungry, to clothe the naked,
To walk Your way because You beckon.
We take each day and see the needs.
We work and strive to do the deeds.
The road is tough, temptations sway us,
We take Your hand so we don't stray.
The joy we feel when the tasks are done.
We do them together it takes more that one.
The Easter Story is our victory.
So we glory in its wake.
We are saved by grace, but know the debt.
We strive to serve with commandments kept.
Lead us Lord to victory's place.
We humbly ask for just Your grace
To walk and serve this human race.
We pray for Your guidance to keep up the pace.
Your Heavenly Home will be our resting place.
Peace Circle and Faith Hope and Love Circle will continue studying Angels from the Gather
Magazine. Who knew that God has so many Angel Messengers watching over us. We meet on the
second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am and 1:30 pm, respectively. Each month we have different
leaders from each of the membership. This makes an interesting study time, and each one adds a
different perspective to the study. I thank each one who volunteers and takes a lesson. We meet in the
Fellowship Hall. Jubilee is still doing their DVDs and gathering on the third Tuesday of the Month in the
evenings at 6 pm to study together. It is lead by your gracious host Rhonda Passolt. Thank you,
Rhonda. They meet in the Fellowship Hall as well.
We are still practicing the safety precautions by wearing masks and staying 6ft apart. I pray that soon
we will remove the masks, see smiles, and enjoy a beverage and goodies and conversations together. I
know we will all be grateful for this time coming. Until then, we will give that up to protect each other.
Stay safe and well. May God Bless each of you, may He keep you in His care, and may His face shine
upon you and give you His peace. Pray for one another always.
Your President, Linda Gordon
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The Love of Our Altar
Eternal Candle Sponsors for March
Carol Nelson

In memory of Mother, Edna Webber
In memory of Pastor Kathy Fullarton

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up.
There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know.
Thank you!!!

Music Ministry
The Spirit Within
Worships:
Wednesday, March 10th 6:30pm
Sunday, March 14th 10am
Wednesday, March 24th 6:30pm
Sunday, March 28th 10am

Chime Choir:
Chime rehearsal is
every Wednesday at
1 pm in Room 4.

Choir:
Members of the
Choir will sing hymns
for worships.

Practices: Thursdays at 6 pm

AN EVANGELICAL MINUTE
Living In A Period of Abnormal Times

Many have described how the world around us in recent times seems to be humming abnormally,
to put it mildly. Be it with major effects of the pandemic, medically speaking or serious economic
effects including job losses and income losses. Recent terrorist strikes against the very heart of
our democracy and the subsequent casualties during the rampages endangering officials,
seemed on the surface beyond comprehension.
All have contributed to one's inner feelings of insecurity, worry; you name it. What can one do?
Who's in charge? AHA! We know the answer--our God's in control! He's the one we can turn to
always--for he is always with us and waiting to hear from us. We need to turn to Him in prayer,
for those adversely affects by reverses in our economy; by those adversely affected by the virus;
for those who bravely protect us all--and the many other ways in which we can talk with our God
in prayer on other's behalf, also.
Oh Most Merciful God, may we, who are notably 'far away in the distance' from some of these
abnormal, yet, compelling issues continue coming to you in prayer with concerns for all involved
to see ways in which we can be our 'brother's keepers.'
In Christ, Amen.
13

Lectionary Readings
March 7, 2021: Third Sunday in Lent
Preface: Lent Color: Purple
Prayer of the Day: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously.
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: We proclaim Christ crucified, the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 1:23, 24)
Readings and Psalm
Exodus 20:1-17 (The commandments are given at Sinai)
Psalm 19 (The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8))
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (Christ crucified, the wisdom of God)
John 2:13-22 (The cleansing of the temple)
March 14, 2021: Fourth Sunday in Lent
Preface: Lent Color: Purple
Prayer of the Day: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him should not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16)
Readings and Psalm
Numbers 21:4-9 (The lifting up of the serpent)
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (You deliver your people from their distress. (Ps. 107:19))
Ephesians 2:1-10 (Saved by grace through faith for good works)
John 3:14-21 (The lifting up of the Son of Man)
March 21, 2021: Fifth Sunday in Lent
Preface: Lent Color: Purple
Prayer of the Day: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains a single grain; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. (John 12:24)
Readings and Psalm
Jeremiah 31:31-34 (A new covenant written on the heart)
Psalm 51:1-12 (Create in me a clean heart, O God. (Ps. 51:10))
Hebrews 5:5-10 (Through suffering Christ becomes the source of salvation)
John 12:20-33 (The grain of wheat dying in the earth)
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March 28, 2021: Palm Sunday
Preface: Passion Sunday Color: Purple
Prayer of the Day: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to
your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above ev’ry name. (Phil. 2:8-9)
Reading and Psalm
Isaiah 50:4-9a (The servant of the Lord submits to suffering)
Psalm 31:9-16 (Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5))
Philippians 2:5-11 (Humbled to the point of death on a cross)
Mark 14:1--15:47 (The passion of the Lord)

Saturday Worships 5pm (in-person...traditional worship)
Sunday Worships 8am (in-person & live on Facebook...traditional worship)
10am (in-person...traditional worship)
Wednesday Worships 12pm (in-person & live on Facebook...traditional worship
6:30pm (in-person & live of Facebook...contemporary worship)

Facebook Monthly Stats:
01/18/2021 - 02/15/2021
407 Followers

Instagram Monthly
Stats:
Last 30 days:

***Ages 45 & Up: 70%
***Ages 35-44: 21%
***Ages 35 & Lower: 9%
53 Average Daily Devotion Viewers
104 Average Sunday Worship Viewers
48 Average Wednesday Worship Viewers

43 Followers
From inspiration to action shots check out what is happening.
Follow us at
https://www.instagram.com/flchay
wardwi/

Share posts! Invite family and friends!
Comment or like posts.
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Men's Bible Study
Every Tuesday at 8 am in the Sanctuary.
Bring your own beverage and snack (if desired).

Online Bible Studies are available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. We
meet Tuesday nights at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 10am. Both
studies are different. Engage in both! Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid
back way. All are welcome. Both studies are led by Pastor Joel and have
fantastic discussions.
Tuesday Evening (7pm): Zoom link: Click Here to Join
Wednesday Mornings (10am): Zoom link: Click Here to Join

Contact Tiffany in the church office with any questions.

Jubilee Circle will meet in person in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, March 16th.
We will continue with the DVD series Women of the Bible. We will wear
masks and social distance. Bring your own beverage. We will begin a 6 pm.
All are welcome - if you have any questions, please contact Rhonda Passolt
at 715-563-2502 or email her at passolt0826@yahoo.com. New members
are always welcome!
Women's Morning Circle: Peace Circle meets Tuesday, March 9th at 9:45
am. Join together in a fellowship and Bible study while exploring the
articles of the Gather Magazine. Leader:

Women's Afternoon Circle: Faith Hope & Love meets Tuesday, March 9th
at 1:30 pm. Join together in a fellowship and Bible study while exploring
the articles of the Gather Magazine. Leader: Maxine Poppe

Youth & Young Adults: every Wednesday evening at 8pm in Fellowship
Hall. Dig deeper to your faith with friends and the Bible. Let's explore the
Bible and see where it takes us!
Scripture leader: Tiffany Chipman - Group Leader: EVERYONE
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Crock Pot Salsa Chicken

First Foodies:

by Connie Carlson

4 Boneless, Skinless Chicken Breast
2 Cups Mild Salsa
1 Cup Mexican/Fiesta Blend Shredded Cheese
Place chicken in crock pot. Pour salsa over the top.
Cook on high for 1 - 11/2 hours or low for 4 hours.
Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Transfer chicken to 9x13 baking dish. Pour salsa over chicken.
Sprinkle cheese on top.
Bake for 15 minutes.
Top with fresh parsley and serve.

Have a fun and tasty recipe for April?
Sent it to Tiffany Chipman by March 15th!

Be sure to watch our Social Media pages for your daily
Soup & Pie Recipes this Lent Season!!!

Wednesday

Night

Supper

A community meal is served curb-side pickup here at First
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.
The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free
will donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared and
served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as well as
volunteers within the community.
If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the sign-up sheets on the cart located on
the left side of the Church as you enter. See who is in charge for the month and give them call or
sign-up to help.

Monthly Overseer:
Rhonda Passolt
Thank you!!!

February Weekly Meal Sponsors:
February 3rd:
February 10th:
February 17th:
February 24th:
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Hayward Lions
Chequamegon Lions
Jubilee Circle
FLC Youth Committee

Website Wanderings

Check out our First Lutheran Church Website at: http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Giving Options:

Website Highlights:

We have several online ways to contribute
to First Lutheran Church ministries.

Upcoming Events
Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box
titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.

Give+ Mobile
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to
make convenient credit or debit card
donations quickly through your Android
or Apple phones.

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a
new devotional every day by Pastor Joel
Bacon. Each devotion is posted around
9am or can be caught "live" on
Facebook at 7:30am.

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to
use. Simply go to the App Store and
search for “give plus Church” to download
and start donating today.

Weekly Worship Services
Worship services are available online
through Facebook or our website every
Sunday at 8am.

Automatic withdrawal from your banking
account. You may set the amount of your
contribution, the date, the frequency.
Contact the office for more information.

If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net
https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the
ELCA. Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation
are not a part of their daily lives. The cost per broadcast is $30.
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3). These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,
or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.
February 14
February 28

Day 1 Sponsors:
in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.
If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is still comparatively new as a
Church body, and yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 years together. The taproot of our
life extends through the histories of predecessor Churches in the United States, through the
formative witness of the 16th century evangelical reformers and their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ. Our life is in Jesus Christ. We are deeply rooted in his word of
forgiveness and the promises of God’s steadfast love and mercy. The word of Christ dwells in us
richly. God nourishes us as one body in Jesus Christ with companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.
…there is a new creation
We are being made new every day. In Jesus Christ we are not unchanged. What God does in Christ
is as radical as the death and resurrection of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to live “no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.” God is bringing that new
creation to life among us in the ministry of reconciliation. In that service we no longer see each
other as we did before. We are no longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each other. We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the common good in Christ. The new creation in Christ
rises to life among us every day.

Office Hours:

Weekly Bulletin:

First Word:

Monday - Thursday
8:30—4:00
Friday
8:30—12:00

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly
bulletin, it is due to
Tiffany Chipman by 4:00pm each
Tuesday

ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to
Tiffany Chipman
by 4:00pm on March 15 for the
April First Word

Contact Us:

Phone: 715-634-2141
Mail:
P.O. Box 346
Hayward, WI 54843

First Lutheran Staff
Joel Bacon
Jeannette Siemers
Tiffany Chipman
Ray Austin
Patty Van Landschoot
Rebecca Iverson
Patty Treland

Pastor
Business Manager
Youth and Education Director
& Office Administrator
Building and Grounds
Choir Director
Organist
Volunteer Coordinator
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pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
davidjv@centurytel.net
beckyiverson@charter.net
ptreland@gmail.com

Our Caring Prayers:
Care Centers:
Aspen Acres
10214 Rock Creek Rd
Hayward, WI 54843
Irene Ahrenkiel
Dorothy Hedman

Care Partners Assisted Living
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Please Pray For:
Water’s Edge
11044 N State Rd 77
Hayward, WI 54843
Care Center:
Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland

Todd Swanson
Jane Wikum
Palmer McCoy
Dean Schleeter
Jim Probyn
Lavada Hodd
Mary Beaver
Barbara Klippel
John Schuenzel

Assisted Living:
Hayward Health Center
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843
Liz Webber
Janis Bergum

Country Terrace
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Joyce Zaspel
Henry Aukee
Palmer and Fern McCoy

Chronic & Long-term Illness:
John Jaeckel
John Bihun
Ranee Bihun

Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum

Lutheran World Relief Coffee
LWR coffee is available for purchase
Coffee choices include:
Dark Roast - Whole Bean
Dark Roast - Ground
Medium Roast - Whole Bean
Medium Roast - Ground
Decaffeinated - Ground
Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during office hours
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Our Deepest Sympathies
Pastor Carroll Paul Pedersen
April 15, 1942 ~ January 17, 2021 (age 78)

Carroll Paul Pedersen died peacefully on Sunday, January 17, 2021 from complications of
advanced Parkinson’s Disease. Paul was born on April 15, 1942 on the southside of
Chicago to Martha and Carroll Pedersen. He and his older brother, David, grew up there
and enjoyed summer trips to the family farm near Cadillac, MI. Paul received a degree in
forestry from the University of Illinois. In April 1965, he was commissioned as an officer
in the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam as the leader of the 3rd Platoon of A Company,
1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division (The Big Red One). CP, as he was
known in the army, earned the Bronze Star, Army Commendation Medal with “V” Device,
the Purple Heart, and the Combat Infantry Badge and achieved the rank of 1st Lieutenant. CP left the Army
in 1967 but his devotion to his men lasted until the end of his life. After leaving the Army, Paul embarked on
a life lived to the fullest. He spent five years living, studying, and working in Norway and Germany. Proud of
his Norwegian heritage, his time in Norway had a profound impact on Paul’s life and he made several return
trips to ski, visit friends, and research family roots. Upon returning to the States, Paul became a forester for
the U.S. Forest Service. In his career, he served national forest districts in Alaska, Wisconsin, and Michigan,
and fought forest fires throughout the Western U.S. Paul married Joan Slota in 1994 and was welcomed into
the family by her daughters Holly and Suzie. In 2014, he became a proud grandfather to Collin Slota Gouran.
Cross-country skiing was one of the greatest passions of Paul’s life. He completed 31 races of the American
Birkebeiner and was a World Loppet Master, having completed 13 international races. He retired with Joan
to a house they built near the Birkie trail, served on the Birkie Board of Directors, and looked forward to
seeing the Norwegians who came to ski the Birkie each year. In addition to skiing, Paul enjoyed running,
biking, walking in the woods, brewing beer, and celebrating his Norwegian heritage. Family, faith, and
friends were important to Paul. He showed what it meant to be loyal, welcoming, and inclusive. He prayed
daily for his family and friends and his faith sustained him through the difficult times of his life. He honored
those who came before him and upheld family traditions. Right through the end, he delighted in continued
connections with friends from throughout his life. Paul is survived by his stepdaughters Suzanne Slota and
Holly Slota (partner David Gouran), his grandson Collin Slota Gouran, his sister-in-law Janet Pedersen, niece
Martha Christina Pedersen and her daughter Mila, and nephew Paul Thor Pedersen (named after his uncle)
and his son Conrad. He is preceded in death by his wife Joan Slota Pedersen, his parents Carroll and Martha
Pedersen, and his brother David Pedersen. Family and friends are invited to attend an online funeral on
Saturday, February 20, 2021 at 11 AM Central Time. The service will be streamed live on the First
Lutheran Church of Hayward, WI Facebook page. Those without Facebook who wish to watch online are
asked to email paulpedersen.funeral@yahoo.com for further instructions. In lieu of flowers, the family asks for
donations to First Lutheran Church (Hayward), the American Birkebeiner Foundation (Hayward), or
Disabled Veterans of America.
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Our Deepest Sympathies
Barbara Kearney Williamson
May 8, 1942 ~ January 20, 2021 (age 78)
Barbara Kearney Williamson, 78, beloved wife of Wayne A. Williamson of Hayward,
Wisconsin, died January 20th at home, succumbing to a fourth type of cancer after
beating three others over 33 years.
Barbara was born May 8th, 1942, to Dorothy P. and Norman L. Kearney in Buffalo, New
York. She attended Christ the King grade school there, and, after the death of her father in
1951, she moved to the St. Louis area with her family and attended St. Peter grade school
in Kirkwood, Missouri, where she met her life-long friend and confidant Barbara Buettner.
Barbara graduated from Nerinx Hall high school in Webster Groves, Missouri, and earned a B.S. in mathematics
from Webster College, which prepared her for a career in banking, in which she served in several Vice
President capacities at First National Bank, Boatmen’s Bank, and Bank of America in Saint Louis, Missouri.
Through several bank acquisitions, she converted the IT systems of the acquired bank to that of the
purchasing bank and examined customer service data to inform marketing strategies. Barbara also earned an
M.B.A. in finance from St. Louis University and a Master’s in banking from Rutgers University. Barbara and
Wayne’s love story began when they met downhill skiing in Colorado. They married at their home in
Kirkwood in 1979. Their deep affection for one another was admired by all who knew them. Barbara and
Wayne eventually retired to Hayward in 1997, and, in their retirement, they especially enjoyed their trips to
their ancestral lands in Ireland and Norway, respectively.
Barbara was an active volunteer in Hayward, working on behalf of The Park Performing Arts Center,
Northwoods Humane Society, First Lutheran Church, and Hayward Hospital. She also enjoyed gardening, her
book clubs, and hiking and other activities with her Birkie Girl friends. She traveled regularly with another dear
friend, Pat Peyton (aka “PP”), to research her family’s history at the Family History Library in Salt Lake
City; and Barbara traveled each year with various types of cookie dough in her luggage to meet up with
fellow Christmas “Cookie Monsters” (as Wayne called them) to bake cookies and rekindle friendships with
former banking colleagues and bring home delightful treats for family and friends. Barbara will also be
remembered for her keen wit, honest appraisals, and creative vocabulary.
Barbara especially cherished her 10 grandchildren, none of whom shared her genes. They fondly called her
Baba, and, upon her death, each chose a word to describe her: smiley, loving, kind, warm, unstoppable,
strong, patient, brave, intelligent, and generous. Barbara is survived by her husband, Wayne; older brothers,
Michael C. Kearney (Jo), Kirkwood, and Dr. John P. Kearney, Annville, Pennsylvania; daughters Lisa Williamson
(Paul Schue), Ashland, Wisconsin, Sharon Stewart, Inola, Oklahoma, and Claire Balfour (Derek), Austin, Texas;
grandchildren Matt Stewart, Jemama Stewart, Leo Schue, Mark Stewart, Avery Williamson, Princess Stewart,
Elias Schue, Mckinzie Balfour, Sasha Williamson, and Georgia Balfour; and several nieces and nephews.
A private burial was held Saturday, January 30th, at Greenwood Cemetery in Hayward. A larger public
celebration of her life will be held later in the year. Barbara, always a charitable person, supported many
causes. Thus, gifts in Barbara’s memory may be made to First Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 346, Hayward WI
54843; Northwoods Humane Society P.O. Box 82, Hayward WI 54843; or The Park Performing Arts Center,
P.O. Box 136, Hayward WI 54843.
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Our Deepest Sympathies
Kathleen R. Fullarton

October 25, 1949 - February 4, 2021 (age 71)
Kathleen R. Fullarton, age 71, formerly of Menomonie, WI passed away Thursday,
February 4, 2021.
She was born October 25, 1949 in Creston, IA to Harold and Florence Roberts
(Nelson). She grew up in the Creston area and graduated from Creston High School.
She then attended Iowa State University where she received a Bachelors in
Mathematics in 1971. This is also where she met her future spouse. Kathleen married Stuart R. Fullarton on
Aug. 14, 1971 in Creston, IA. Stuart served in the US Army and they lived abroad in Germany for several
years prior to settling in Menomonie, WI. They adopted four children. Kathleen was a devoted Christian her
entire life. After many years of working as a financial aid counselor at UW-Stout, Kathleen attended
Seminary School from 2003-2005 where she received a Masters in Divinity. Kathleen then served as a
Pastor at a handful of churches throughout the northern WI and MN areas until her retirement in
2013. Kathleen is survived by: Two sons and two daughters, Angelyn (Fullarton) Benson of Spotsylvania
VA, Eric Fullarton of Menomonie WI, Rebecca Fullarton of Oakland CA, Christopher Fullarton of Eau Claire WI.
She is also survived by her five grandchildren; Malik, Adair, Maxwell, Makenzley, and Brekyn, brother Allan
Roberts, and several nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. She was preceded in death by her spouse
Stuart Fullarton and her parents, Harold and Florence Roberts (Nelson).
A Private Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021 at Peace Lutheran Church in
Menomonie. The service will be live-streamed to www.facebook.com/OlsonFunerals. Burial will be at
Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Spooner at a later date. In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be sent to Peace Lutheran Church of Menomonie, the Alzheimer's Association, or in honor of Kathleen
to your home church.

David J. Grothe

June 7, 1939 ~ January 26, 2021 (age 81)
David Grothe, age 81, of Hayward, WI passed away on Tuesday, January 26,
2021 at Water’s Edge Care Center in Hayward.
Dave was born June 7, 1939 in Milwaukee, WI the son of Oscar and Lois
(Koehler) Grothe. He graduated from high school in Wisconsin Rapids,
WI. He went on to graduate from Ripon College in Ripon, WI. Dave also
joined the Army as a 2nd Lieutenant where he received paratrooper training. Dave had a varied career
working as a fry cook, chef, purchasing agent for a hotel, tax consultant, managed a flight kitchen for an
airline and was a bookkeeper. His hobbies revolved mostly around boating, having a part interest in a
chriscraft, owning several sailboats, becoming part owner and vice president of Marina Del Sol, culminating in
building a 28’ wooden boat starting with a set of plans over 13 years. Dave lived in a variety of places;
Wisconsin Rapids, WI, Fort Benning, GA, Las Vegas, NV, Hilo, HI, Corpus Christi, TX and Hayward, WI.
His is survived by his brother, Daniel Grothe of Hayward, WI and three nephews and four nieces. He was
preceded in death by his parents; sister, Lois Holt; and sister-in-law, Nancy Grothe.
A private committal service is planned for David at the Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery in
Spooner, WI with Pastor Ed Anderson officiating. Military honors will be accorded by the State of Wisconsin
Military Funeral Honors Program. In lieu of flowers please send a donation to First Lutheran Church 10680
Main St, Hayward, WI 54843
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Larry Bloom
Rev. Henry Aukee
Bette Scott
Robert Keys
Dorothy Cooper
Harold Tiffany
Gary Romstad
Joyce Moreland
Janyce Link
Pat Klabough
Will Ferris
Kay Sieh
Craig Euneau
Barb Romstad
Colin Laberee
Sue Reinardy
Cheryl Henchel
Ben Jacobsen
Alice Filter
Amy McDonald
Robin Wiederhold
Deb Hanson
Brian Mast
Mike Anderson
Sandy Okamoto
David Peters
Allyson Reier
Macey Reier

Brian Bergum
Tami Starcz
Daniel Marquardt
Dan Snider
Chad Sheehan
John Yackel
Kelly Clark
Kimberly Filter
Angie Berquist
Rachael Laberee
Kristin Zimmerman
Rodney Jerome
Kelsie Passolt
Colton Sieh
Jakob Shaw
Ethan Neumann
Devin Sheehan
Bennett Walport
Lauren Sisco
Reese Sheehan
Celia Strottman
Carter Lohman
Gus Berquist
Riley Austin-White
Noah VandeVrede
Gydon Jerome
Nanette Sisco
Cassidy Judy

Gord & Janeen Abric
Brian & Deb Hanson
Matt & Janelle Kufahl
Dick & Liz Robbins
Jim & Maureen Schreiber
Mike & LeAnne Stamp
Tim & Patti Stone
Al & Eide Weber

Each month we take a moment to celebrate the birthdays and anniversaries of our friends at First
Lutheran. Let's take this time to pray for joyful birthdays and anniversaries. Please do not call the office
for actual dates or ages.
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Worship With Us!
Wednesdays: 12pm* & 6:30pm*
Saturdays: 5pm
Sundays: 8am* & 10am
*Live on Facebook
Everyone is Welcome!
10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin
715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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