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The First Word
LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE
I CORINTHIANS 16:14
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From the Pastor's Desk

Have A Good Day!
I have reached an age, soon to be a Grandpa, statistically much closer to meeting the Saints
Triumphant, as I pass the median age and get farther from my birth, where I may get to reach one of my
life goals – to be a curmudgeon. Look it up. Andy Rooney could not have been a curmudgeon in his
younger days – it was only the wild grey hair and the two unruly pelts of eyebrows that earned him the
right to comment on society. The jowls helped, too.
Good and Community Service. I just need to vent a little.
Good. It’s a good word. It is a useful word. It refers to morals. You did not eat a good pizza. Was the
pizza morally superior to the lasagna you could have had instead? The pizza was tasty. That’s what you
meant, right? There are tons of tasty food. People have been making tasty food for ages. There is soul
food in every country where the poor people would take the cheap cuts relegated to them and turn them
into a feast. But food in and of itself is morally neutral. That said, you can have a good meal because of
the company you kept during the meal and because of the love and respect with which people esteemed
each other.
“Want more lasagna?” ‘I’m good.’ The jury is out on whether you are a good person or not. What you
mean is I am satisfied. Or I am copacetic (look it up). If your belly is full and you do not wish for more,
then you are sated, you are not good.
“The Packers sure played good Sunday.” You mean they were the morally superior team? Or do you
mean that they played well and won the game? Then say so! I currently have the highest bowling
average in town, and I have never once bowled a good game. As a matter of fact, on some games
where I scored well, I have been less than charitable to my earthly companions – I have been
competitive.
Good is an important word. It’s a good word. It’s a moral word. Let’s use it when things are truly good.
I was talking about Community Service to some junior high students in confirmation class. Finally, one of
the kids asked, “Pastor, what did we do wrong?” For them, Community Service was something judges
ordered criminals to do. Community Service had ceased to be an expression of civic duty or civic pride.
Community Service has ceased to be a good thing to do by people of free will but has become
something done by compulsion, ordered contrary to the miscreant’s will. If the person felt an inkling for
Community Service, they probably would not have been committing a crime in the first place. Churches,
Scouting, Community Service Organizations (like Lions and Rotary and the Knights) have accepted a
moral compulsion to be forces of good in their communities. And because it is an expression of their free
will, the good is done more sincerely. Can’t the judges call it mandated labor and leave Community
Service to the realm in which it belongs – community service organizations and people wanting to do
good?
Now for the record, when I bid you to have a good day, I mean it. I wish for you to be a moral force for
good in the community, a transformative being for good. If I wish for you to have a pleasant day, then I
am hoping that you find the weather comfortable and that you have fun.
I feel curmudgeonly about other things, but it is probably a good thing that space is limited.
Have a good day!
Pastor Joel Bacon
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Council Notes
Let all that we do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14
The church council met on March 8th in person for the first time in several months. I can lift up a
couple of the items about which decisions were made.
Pastor presented a design for a proposed audio/visual control booth to be constructed at the
sanctuary's back wall. This would enable us to have a consolidated area to control the lights,
sound, camera, and projector. The work is to be done by volunteers, and the materials cost is
estimated to be $1000. Council approved moving ahead with this funding to come from the
building maintenance and improvement line item in our 2021 budget. Work on this will begin
soon.
The subject of the church van was also on the agenda. It has had almost no use at all during the
past year and is aging. We had gotten estimates in 2019 regarding repairing the rusting out parts
but were then cautioned by the body shops that those costs might not be well spent on a vehicle
of its age and value. Council decided to approve selling it and evaluating the impact of not having
it for a year before deciding to replace it. The fixed costs of having it sit in the parking lot are
about $700 for the tags and insurance, let alone the loss in value from being a year older. Pastor
will be paid mileage at the federal reimbursement level for the use of his personal car for church
business in the interim. The funds saved from the cost of ownership of the van should more than
cover those costs.
Our financial report indicates that our giving toward the general fund for January and February is
up some from 2020. Our congregation has fared better than many during this time of COVID.
Despite limited in-person worship, you have continued to support our ministry very generously.
Thank you.
Bruce Schmidt, Council President

Stewardship Message

"Don't give 'til it hurts; rather give 'til it feels good."
April showers bring May flowers – so the saying goes. That saying tells one of the truths about living
in a four-season place: each season blesses the next. You could say it pays it forward. I write this on
behalf of Stewardship to remind us of where we are at the seasons of our lives. In my own household,
our way of being April showers is to ensure that our children have the opportunity to find their
vocations. We will personally probably not have the chance to accumulate wealth after we are done
with the kids, but we should have a fairly good chance to pay monthly on an insurance policy in
which we can help some favorite churches or charities when we die. All it takes is planning and a long
focus, and a belief that the Church will be a vital force in the future world.
As we talk about Stewardship, we are often talking about habits in giving that will help the church
with its yearly budget. What I want to emphasize in this April Stewardship Moment is to think about
the long-term future of First Lutheran. Not just regular giving but estate planning for the May flowers
that will follow you.
Each year the Memorial and Endowment Committee gives out scholarships and camperships and
supports worthwhile church-related causes by managing the income from its investments. The
greater the endowment, the greater the return, the more that they can give away.
I simply ask if you can remember First Lutheran, its work in the world, its importance in the
community. As you plan, can you shower First Lutheran for the May flowers that follow?
Faithfully,
The Stewardship Committee
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Simply Giving
Simply Giving is a program that allows members to make contributions by electronic funds transfer.
This helps save you trying to remember if a check is written or your envelope submitted. You get to
set when the withdrawal occurs, and the amount withdrawn each time. Some members already in this
program (or considering it) are concerned that they do not have anything to put in the offering plate
each week. It is recommended that they use a pew envelope and place the pew envelope in the offering
plate. For more information, please contact Jeannette in the church office.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Jeannette Siemers
Business Manager
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April 1st:
Maundy Thursday
6:30pm Worship: In-Person & Online
April 2nd:
Good Friday
6:30pm Worship: In-Person & Online
April 3rd:
Easter Vigil
5:00pm Worship: In-Person & Online
April 4th:
Easter Sunday
6:30am Sunrise Worship: In-Person & Online
8:00am Worship: In-Person
7:30am-9:30am: Easter Breakfast (Dine-In or Carry-Out)
10:00am Worship: In-Person
April 5th:
Easter Monday
Office Closed

Thank you for all the lily purchases. Plants
are available to take home immediately after
the 10 am worship Easter Sunday (April 4th).
All lilies remaining by Thursday, April 8th will
be delivered to nursing homes or planted.

In lieu of our traditional Egg Hunt and Jarping this 2021 Easter, all
children, youth, and families will receive take-home Easter Bags
with treats, crafts, and activities for the whole family to enjoy!

E a s t e r

B r e a k f a s t

Easter Sunday, April 4th
7:30am - 9:30am

Dine-In or Carry-Out
FLC Youth Fundraiser
Free-Will Donation

Menu:
Scrambled Eggs
Pancakes
Cheesy Hashbrowns
Fruit Salad
Ham
Sausage
Breakfast Pastries
Juice/Milk/Coffee
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Memorial & Endowment Notes:
Plant your seeds now and trust in the Lord that these seeds will bear
fruit even when you are gone.

Our endowment fund is designed to provide long-lasting support for our mission. Only a portion
of the annual earnings from our endowment fund is used each year, so the fund continues to
grow. Through careful investing and growth, this fund provides a buffer against inflation and a
permanent source of support. The committee met in February and voted to allocate $10,000 in
2021. Because of people’s generosity, we have designated the following:
A. Community Scholarship
1. Seminary books for Tiffany
B. Social Concerns
1. Northwoods Community Food Shelf
2. Senior Resource Center Bus Fund
C. Greater Church
1. Sherman and Ruth Weiss Community Library
D. Committee Discretion
1. Childvoice International
2. NW Synod-Malawi Fund
3. Lutheran World Relief
The committee welcomes suggestions and encourages requests. Please contact Kris
Treland-Neumann (chairman), Kathy Rasmussen, Lynn Schuman, Jim Schreiber, Connie
Shield, Teri Lundeen, or Sherry Beckman before May 2, 2021, to be considered.

AN EVANGELICAL MINUTE
A Promise to Cling To
There are many different parts of our church year, each special in its own way. But, moving
through when Jesus was strong during his ministry time and when He knew what lie ahead and
succumbed to the dastardly treatment that began and would lead to the cross is heart-wrenching
every year for me to behold.
I am reminded that as humans, we are free to make choices in our lives. As believers, it is hoped
we will make appropriate choices. But, we do not always do so, do we? God knew this and hence,
gave His only Son that we might be saved from our bad choices. We are not without sin and God is
not without mercy. There are two things I remember from my Catechism days: turn to Him and
trust in Him.
Jesus made choices too. He chose the nails that would drain His blood so that we might be with
God. He chose love over hate, forgiveness over score-keeping, and mercy over judgment. He
chose death so that we might have life.
As we know on Easter morning, the sadness and grief of Christ's death on the cross led to the
triumphant cries of joy when the tomb, where Christ's body was placed, was found empty. For He
had risen. The cross was bare and the tomb was empty. Easter, thus, holds wonderful hope and
promise for us. Death no longer has the final word.
Living Lord: fill us with resurrection hope and call us to live in the light of Easter always.
In Christ, Amen.
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Worship Volunteering:
As this COVID thing is hopefully nearing its end and that "in church" services have started, more
volunteers are needed. During March we needed 3 video-tapers and 5 projectionists per week. By
mid-March, we added greeters as well. When the church is back to its normal schedule more people
are needed to fill the following spots each week:
4 Greeters (Wednesday evening, Saturday evening, and Sunday morning)
4 Projectionists (Wednesday evening, Saturday evening, and Sunday morning)
6 Ushers (Saturday evening and Sunday morning)
6 Communion Assistants (Saturday evening and Sunday morning)
2 Videotapers (Wednesday evening and Sunday morning--8 am)
1 Coffee Host (Sunday morning)
I am sorry to say that in the last year, we have lost some of our faithful volunteers. God Bless them
and keep them. This means we need new volunteers. Maybe the current calling system is not the
best way, do you know a way that would be more helpful? Please let me or the staff know. Maybe
volunteering for a month at a time would be helpful? I welcome all ideas.
I want to thank all of you wonderful people who said, "Yes! I can help!" for the past four years.
You are the answer to my prayers. I know a lot is going on at First Lutheran and so many of you put
yourselves out there to help in many areas. I do appreciate each and everyone at First Lutheran.
In God's Name
Patty Treland
Volunteer Coordinator
715-634-3527

Spring Clean-Up Day

Saturday, April 17

8:00 am Start

It's time for yard clean-up, window washing, playground cleaning,
and more!!! When we work together - we can grow together!
Sign-up now to help spring clean First Lutheran Church!!! The
sign-up sheet is at the Welcome Center. Please help Ray and staff
in knowing how many to expect by signing up in advance! Thank
you.

Luther Park Spring Work Day

Saturday, April 24

8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Help Luther Park Bible Camp clean, repair, and prepare
for the 2021 camper season!
Sign up to help at lutherpark.org/spring-work-day
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FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN
THEOLOGY ON TAP

Bike/Hike/Ski Club

Hiking season is back!!! Put away your skis and
poles and grab your shoes or boots to walk the
earth! Meeting times are 6pm each Monday.
Locations will change. Watch bulletin or
announcements for details.

Tuesday, April 13th @ 7 pm
Where: Comfort of your home - via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85951980861?
pwd=ZElEZDM0VyttaGVGdWZrUmc0cVI0d
z09
Topic: Christianity & Literature

Friday Night Movie

Grab a favorite drink, your Zoom device,
and join a great conversation.

Friday, April 16, 2021
6pm - Movie & Discussion
All are Welcome

Purls of Prayer

2019 Documentary.
The last female bee-hunter
in Europe must save the
bees and return the natural
balance in Honeyland,
when a family of nomadic
beekeepers invade her land
and threaten her
livelihood.

Saturday, April 17 @ 9:30am
Location: Fellowship Hall & Zoom
Love to knit or crochet? Need some
fellowship? Join the Purls and help make
prayer shawls while relaxing at home.
Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85025480795?
pwd=NmpIK0RlN1I1ZFYrcGFjbGRnclox
Zz09

Women, Wine, & Wisdom

Calling All Women!!!!
Grab a glass of Wine or Water or Whiskey or Whatever
and join us! Swap stories~recipes~projects~and
more! Great time to relax, giggle, chat, and enjoy!
Sunday, April 18th at 7 pm

3rd Sunday each month at 7pm!

Topic: Spring Cleaning

Cover Girls

Cover Girls (tie quilters) will start meeting again in March. Our times and days are changed to the 2nd and
3rd Fridays of the month (as Sawyer County Public Health is using Fellowship Hall on Thursdays).
We will continue to follow the guidelines of First Lutheran for safety measures. Anyone that would like to
come to tie quilts, sew edges, etc. are welcome.
Anyone who wants to donate material (it needs to be washable and not a light color) can leave it in the
quilting closet. Old sheets are great as long as they are not white. Anyone can come in and get material to
work on. Thank you to all the quilters for their faithfulness.
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Calling Us In
A message from your Youth & Education Director
We have some troubling movements and events happening around the world. I
could be so bold to say that some of these actions are far greater than the
pandemic we are in. Our country, our world, has lost sight of the one thing that matters the
most…care and love for one another. National and global society has turned inward. We are
amidst a society that is building walls of “cancellations” and “call-outs.” In wanting to find out
more about this “cancel culture” movement, I went to research.
I found things like removing black people figures from food packaging because it is racist,
shunning musicians for the language used at their homes, eliminating cartoons because of
actions. Yes, this list continues on. I wondered what conversations had gone on. What was the
leading decision to these cancellations? Did a diverse focus group meet and thoroughly discuss
these? I cannot answer this question; I was unable to find any support in either direction.
What I did find was something more inspiring. A Smith University professor addresses the issue
of “cancel culture” or “calling out culture.” She describes this movement on people set to calling
others out on their actions in a public/social setting. This ‘calling out’ is done out of rage or
anger with little to no conversation. However, Professor Ross challenges a new way…calling in!
She invites her students and others to hold a safe space for respectful dialogue. A real chance to
talk through the problem or issue at hand. Turn the “this offends me” into “compassionate
understanding.”
We are a social world that (thanks to the internet) is connected 24/7. We can find any viewpoint
or stand we want, whenever we want. Calling people out or shaming them is a public affair.
Unfortunately, this tactic goes straight to the heart because it also has taken away the skill of
meaningful, diverse conversation. People have lost the ability to “agree to disagree.” It is sad
and heartbreaking.
Luther Seminary has taught me that the difference of opinion is one of the greatest gifts God has
given us. God made each human to be different, unique, and special. What we see, what we feel,
what we hear, and how we act is what makes us…us! And that “us” is what makes us one! One
body…one church…one life. How can we learn from each other, respect each other, and grow
with each other?
The ELCA has a new approach in the making called Future Church. This framework is set to be a
welcoming, inclusive, and visible church. One of the main focus areas is on the youth and young
adults. It is not ‘how do we get them to come to church?’ It is ‘where do we go to meet them?’
There are a lot of questions, and each answer comes with more questions. The one thing is set,
though…the majority of young adults have no personal, physical, or spiritual connection to a
church! Again, more questions…is it the way worship services are done? Is it the music? Is it the
times? There is only one way to find out…respectful, compassionate conversations! As a
congregation, we can ask the internal questions of ‘what are we willing to do’ and ‘what need do
we have for young adults?’ As a community, we must take the questions to the people in a
private manner.
Let’s ‘call in’ the love of our neighbors. Connect and cherish the differences. Bring God to the
center focus of the future with love and compassion for everyone. Instead of canceling our
culture, our traditions, our histories, let’s learn from and with each other to build new traditions
and culture. Take what we have and bring newness to it!
Blessings~
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Youth Ministries
Youth Education Times:
What's Happening in Our Youth Groups!

Terrific Tuesdays: This group is open to all children in Kindergarten through 5th grade. We meet
every Tuesday (that there is school) from after school until 5 pm. With 6 weeks remaining in our
educational year. We will wrap up with some fun activities: April 13th (Road Clean-Up Day) and May
11th end-of-the-year party!
Wednesday Youth Nights: All youth (6th - 12th grade) are encouraged to join us! Each Wednesday
we meet for worship, fellowship, studies, and activities--6:30 pm-8:00 pm. We have 6 weeks remaining
in our 2020/21 education year! April 21st is our final large group service project night. Be sure to join
us! And, mark your calendar for May 12th---our end-of-the-year party!
Youth & Young Adult Bible Study: 6th grade and up are invited after youth groups for Bible Study.
We will start at 8 pm and wrap up around 9 pm. The studies will focus on short scripture readings and
conversations critical to youth life today and upcoming. Scripture readings led by Tiffany, conversations
driven by youth and young adults!
First Lutheran Church follows the lead of Hayward Schools on in-person meetings during this COVID19 pandemic. If in-person school is an option, in-person youth groups will happen. If school is 100%
virtual, youth groups are virtual. The Youth Committee continues the planning of in-person and virtual
gatherings. Changes happen very quickly and FLC Youth Committee works as fast as we can to make
the transitions seamless. Thank you for your support and dedication to our youth ministries!
~Tiffany Chipman, Youth & Education Director

High School Graduates

Graduation is quickly approaching. It is time to plan a celebration! As this day is for you, your help is a
must! The graduation meeting is Sunday, April 25th at 9 am. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.

Vacation Bible School:

VBS Leaders Needed:

Parents, Friends and Neighbors! Mark your
calendars for Vacation Bible School at First
Lutheran Church--summer 2021.
When:
June 28 - July 1
Times:
9 am - 1 pm
Where:
First Lutheran Church
Cost:
FREE (children to bring a sack
lunch)
Who:
All children who completed K-5th
grade
Registration & Sign-up information to come soon!

Hey High School & College Students!!!!
Summer 2021 is still on the 'different' side of Vacation Bible
School--and we need your help!!! We would like our high
school and college student members and friends of First to
lead our young youth on the adventure of VBS!!!
June 28 - July 1
9 am - 1 pm (each day)
Please contact Tiffany to sign up to lead or with questions.

Noah's Ark Fun Day

Let's go to Noah's Ark in the Dells!!!
Monday, June 7th
Cost: $30/person (includes transportation, lunch, and ticket into park)
All are invited to enjoy a fun-filled day of water and friendships.
(youth under 12 years old must be accompanied by an adult)
Registrations forms available at the Welcome Center or by clicking here: Registration Form
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Let's Go to Bible
Summer Camp is quickly approaching, and I would like to invite all our children and youth to attend camp
at Luther Park Bible Camp in Chetek this summer. There are many options for camp weeks, times, etc.
I am working with our scholarship program and memorial committee to pay 100% of the way to camp this
summer. In doing this, I need the number of campers and the week that they are attending.
June 20-25 is a great week to attend for all ages:
Day Camp (K-3rd grade) – Day camp is a great way for the youngest camper to get their first camp
experience. Campers can sign up by the day, up to four times a week. Trained staff will lead age-appropriate
activities, including Bible study, games, swimming, and much more. Day camp is provided Monday through
Thursday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm, with lunch and snacks provided.
Seekers (3rd-5th grade) - Seeker Camp is five days of absolute fun and craziness. Archery, canoeing,
swimming, cooking out, crazy games, worship, songs, s’mores all make for a full and fantastic week. Seeker
Campers will stay in the cabins and experience much of what makes Luther Park great. Join us for a
wonderful week with many old and new friends!
MADD (4th – 8th grade) - MADD camp offers campers an exciting opportunity to explore their music,
art, drama, and dance talents. In addition to traditional camp activities, campers will also work on a
production full of the MADD elements, which they will present for campers, family, and friends on
Thursday evening.
Basketball (4th-8th grade) - Come experience a full week of basketball. Intentional time will be spent on
skill improvement as well as having time for other great camp experiences. Campers work with trained staff
and volunteers learning skills, playing basketball games, shooting hoops, and working as a team. Campers
will have opportunities to demonstrate strong Christian sportsmanship and enjoy amazing times of worship
and faith-building.
Pathfinders (6th-8th grade) - Campers stay in cabins and experience a wide variety of fun activities
available at Luther park, including the High Ropes course and Disc Golf course. Along with swimming,
games with your new and old friends, you will get to experience amazing and creative Bible Studies,
worships, campfires, and meaningful small group discussions. This camp may compliment your church
confirmation classes.
Backpack (8th-11th grade) - Pack your backpack and enjoy a week of backpacking the Superior Hiking
Trail. Beautiful views will make this trip one to remember. Great option for youth groups! Campers and staff
will carry everything they need for the week, spending the day hiking and exploring God’s creation, and
camping along the trail.
Registration for camp must be done through www.lutherpark.org. When completing the registration forms,
please click the button for “church payment” for the payment selection and then enter in First Lutheran
Church’s information. Children and youth going to camp is a fun and amazing experience, and I hope yours
are excited to participate in it!
To ensure funding, I need to know the following information before April 11, 2021.
Camper Name
Week Attending (any week that works for you and your camper!)
Type of Camp Attending
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Women of First Lutheran
I just finished reading an article in the April Gather Magazine by Kathie Hines-Shah; she is a senior
pastor at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hinsdale, Illinois. I found it compelling and will share a little of
the article and give you my thoughts and invite you to read it.
This pastor says, "we are in a Covid Colored Easter." It has been a year that nearly all we do is
influence by Covid guidelines. It is hard to believe that we have been engulfed in this for over a year.
She talks of all the things we have done to stay safe, workers began telecommuting, students e-learning,
assisted living centers confined, health care facilities overwhelmed. We thought that by Easter this year,
it would be over. This year, we are still cautious as we are not in the "herd safe" stage. We are not all
vaccinated. But Easter will be celebrated. We will even sing Alleluias. She says there are "Broken
Alleluias" this year lost jobs, lost loved ones, and separations. The disciples hid behind locked doors.
They were hiding in fear as to what would come. Next, they lost their Jesus. We, too, are fearful of
what is going on with roomers of new virus strains. And so we stay hidden in our upper rooms. The
news doesn't bring us positive reports, and we have seen unrest just as Jesus in the Temple, mobs
wanting to destroy, compare to the unrest at our White House. As we go through these days, we see
Jesus as our Champion. He walked through walls to reassure His disciples as He does for us when we call
on Him. The author of this article says "that Easter resurrection begins at the grave and a rolled away
stone. Alleluias always start with cold and broken things, folded up Grave clothes, guards in a garden,
And Mary Magdalene not recognizing Jesus." We are Easter People, and we will sing the Easter
Choruses and hear the wonderful sound of Trumpets. We will sing Healing Alleluias. We will
recognize our Jesus and sing His praises. We will go out and witness to this Savior, "King of The Jews,"
by living our lives as His disciples did.
Because He lives, all fear is gone. May you all have a Joyous Easter. He is Risen Alleluia!
Our Women of First Lutheran gather together, studying His word and fellowship together.
In April, the morning and afternoon circles will again be studying about Angles:
Feasting, Funny Alleluia Angles
Peace Circle: meet on Tuesday, April 13th at 9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall Leader: Adella Littlefield.
Faith Hope and Love: meet on Tuesday, April 13th at 1:30 am in the Fellowship Hall Leader: Kathy
Pierce
Jubilee will meet the following Tuesday, April 20th, at 6:30 pm to watch a DVD on Women of the
Bible Leader: Rhonda Passolt. Please bring your favorite beverage and join them. They meet in the
Fellowship Hall. If you have questions, call Rhonda at 715-634-563-2505.
Koinonia meets weekly Tuesday Mornings at 8 am in the Fellowship Hall. They are watching a DVD
on the Old Testament Leader: Linda Euneau
All women are welcome to join any one of these groups, choose one that fits into your schedule and
come. If you have any questions, call the church or the leader.
We are still staying safe, wearing masks and distancing.
Singing His Praises, Linda Gordon FLCW Pres.
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The Love of Our Altar
Eternal Candle Sponsors for March

Nancy Woodbeck

In memory of Bob Woodbeck

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up.
There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know.
Thank you!!!

Music Ministry
The Spirit Within
Worships:
Sunday, April 11 at 10:00 am
Wednesday, April 14 at 6:30 pm
Sunday, April 25 at 10:00 am
Wednesday, April 28 at 6:30 pm
Practices: Thursdays at 6 pm

Chime Choir:

Chime rehearsal is
every Wednesday at
1 pm in Room 4.

Confirmation/Mentor
Memory Making
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Choir:

Members of the
Choir will sing hymns
for worships.

Lectionary Readings
April 4, 2021: Easter Sunday
Preface: Easter Color: White
Prayer of the Day: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we
may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Alleluia. (1 Cor. 5:7, 8)
Readings and Psalm
Acts 10:34-43 (God raised Jesus on the third day)
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24))
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (Witnesses to the risen Christ)
Mark 16:1-8 (The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement.)

April 11, 2021: Second Sunday of Easter
Preface: Easter Color: White
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.
Alleluia. (John 20:29)
Readings and Psalm
Acts 4:32-35 (The believers’ common life)
Psalm 133 (How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1))
1 John 1:1--2:2 (Walking in the light)
John 20:19-31 (Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ)

April 18, 2021: Third Sunday of Easter
Preface: Easter Color: White
Prayer of the Day: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures.
Alleluia. (Luke 24:32)
Readings and Psalm
Acts 3:12-19 (Health and forgiveness through the risen Jesus)
Psalm 4 (The Lord does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3))
1 John 3:1-7 (The revealing of the children of God)
Luke 24:36b-48 (Eating with the risen Christ)
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April 25, 2021: Fourth Sunday of Easter
Preface: Easter Color: White
Prayer of the Day: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your
fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know
me. Alleluia. (John 10:14)
Reading and Psalm
Acts 4:5-12 (Salvation in the name of Jesus)
Psalm 23 (The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1))
1 John 3:16-24 (Love in truth and action)
John 10:11-18 (Christ the shepherd)

Facebook Monthly Stats:
02/16/2021 to 03/21/2021
431 Followers

Instagram Monthly
Stats:
Last 30 days:

***Ages 45 & Up: 71%
***Ages 35-44: 20%
***Ages 35 & Lower: 9%
46 Average Daily Devotion Viewers
66 Average Sunday Worship Viewers
26 Average Wednesday Worship Viewers

47 Followers
From inspiration to action shots check out what is happening.
Follow us at
https://www.instagram.com/flchay
wardwi/

Share posts! Invite family and friends!
Comment or like posts.
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Men's Bible Study
Every Tuesday at 8 am in the Sanctuary.
Bring your own beverage and snack (if desired).

Online Bible Studies are available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. We
meet Tuesday nights at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 10am. Both
studies are different. Engage in both! Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid
back way. All are welcome. Both studies are led by Pastor Joel and have
fantastic discussions.
Tuesday Evening (7pm): Zoom link: Click Here to Join
Wednesday Mornings (10am): Zoom link: Click Here to Join

Contact Tiffany in the church office with any questions.

Jubilee Circle will meet in person in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, April 20th.
We will continue with the DVD series Women of the Bible. We will wear
masks and social distance. Bring your own beverage. We will begin a 6 pm.
All are welcome - if you have any questions, please contact Rhonda Passolt
at 715-563-2502 or email her at passolt0826@yahoo.com. New members
are always welcome!
Women's Morning Circle: Peace Circle meets Tuesday, April 13th at 9:45
am. Join together in a fellowship and Bible study while exploring the
articles of the Gather Magazine. Leader: Ardie Littlefield

Women's Afternoon Circle: Faith Hope & Love meets Tuesday, April 13th at
1:30 pm. Join together in a fellowship and Bible study while exploring the
articles of the Gather Magazine. Leader: Kathy Pierce

Youth & Young Adults: every Wednesday evening at 8pm in Fellowship
Hall. Dig deeper to your faith with friends and the Bible. Let's explore the
Bible and see where it takes us!
Scripture leader: Tiffany Chipman - Group Leader: EVERYONE
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Loaded Deviled Eggs

First Foodies:

12 Hard Boiled Eggs (cooled and peeled)
1/2 C Sour Cream
6 Strips of Bacon (cooked crisped and crumbled)
4 Tbsp Chopped Fresh Chives
1/2 C Cheddar Cheese - Shredded
Salt & Pepper
Cut eggs in half. Place yokes in bowl and whites on tray.
Mash yokes and sour cream until smooth. Stir in bacon, chives, and
cheese until well incorporated. Add salt and pepper to taste.
Place yoke mixture into a pastry piping bag and fill each egg white.
Cover and refridgerate before serving.
Makes 24 servings.
Have a fun and tasty recipe for May?
Sent it to Tiffany Chipman by April 15th!

Be sure to watch our Social Media pages for your daily
Soup & Pie Recipes this Lent Season!!!

Wednesday

Night

Supper

A community meal is served curb-side pickup here at First
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00pm.
The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free
will donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared and
served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as well as
volunteers within the community.
If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the sign-up sheets on the cart located on
the left side of the Church as you enter. See who is in charge for the month and give them call or
sign-up to help.

Monthly Overseer:
John & Maxine Poppe
Thank you!!!

March Weekly Meal Sponsors:
March 3rd:
March 10th:
March17th:
March24th:
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HAMH/Water's Edge
HAMH/Water's Edge
HAMH/Water's Edge
HAMH/Water's Edge

Website Wanderings

Check out our First Lutheran Church Website at: http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Giving Options:

Website Highlights:

We have several online ways to contribute
to First Lutheran Church ministries.

Upcoming Events
Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box
titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.

Give+ Mobile
The Give+ Mobile app offers you a way to
make convenient credit or debit card
donations quickly through your Android
or Apple phones.

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a
new devotional every day by Pastor Joel
Bacon. Each devotion is posted around
9am or can be caught "live" on
Facebook at 7:30am.

The Give+ app is free, secure and easy to
use. Simply go to the App Store and
search for “give plus Church” to download
and start donating today.

Weekly Worship Services
Worship services are available online
through Facebook or our website every
Sunday at 8am.

Automatic withdrawal from your banking
account. You may set the amount of your
contribution, the date, the frequency.
Contact the office for more information.

If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net
https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the
ELCA. Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation
are not a part of their daily lives. The cost per broadcast is $30.
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3). These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,
or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.
March 14
March 28

Day 1 Sponsors:
in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.
If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is still comparatively new as a
Church body, and yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 years together. The taproot of our
life extends through the histories of predecessor Churches in the United States, through the
formative witness of the 16th century evangelical reformers and their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ. Our life is in Jesus Christ. We are deeply rooted in his word of
forgiveness and the promises of God’s steadfast love and mercy. The word of Christ dwells in us
richly. God nourishes us as one body in Jesus Christ with companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.
…there is a new creation
We are being made new every day. In Jesus Christ we are not unchanged. What God does in Christ
is as radical as the death and resurrection of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to live “no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.” God is bringing that new
creation to life among us in the ministry of reconciliation. In that service we no longer see each
other as we did before. We are no longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each other. We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the common good in Christ. The new creation in Christ
rises to life among us every day.

Office Hours:

Weekly Bulletin:

First Word:

Monday - Thursday
8:30—4:00
Friday
8:30—12:00

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly
bulletin, it is due to
Tiffany Chipman by 4:00pm each
Tuesday

ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to
Tiffany Chipman
by 4:00pm on April 15 for the
May First Word

Contact Us:

Phone: 715-634-2141
Mail:
P.O. Box 346
Hayward, WI 54843

First Lutheran Staff
Joel Bacon
Jeannette Siemers
Tiffany Chipman
Ray Austin
Patty Van Landschoot
Rebecca Iverson
Patty Treland

Pastor
Business Manager
Youth and Education Director
& Office Administrator
Building and Grounds
Choir Director
Organist
Volunteer Coordinator
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pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
jette@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
davidjv@centurytel.net
beckyiverson@charter.net
ptreland@gmail.com

Our Caring Prayers:
Care Centers:
Aspen Acres
10214 Rock Creek Rd
Hayward, WI 54843
Irene Ahrenkiel
Dorothy Hedman

Care Partners Assisted Living
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Please Pray For:
Water’s Edge
11044 N State Rd 77
Hayward, WI 54843
Care Center:
Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland

Assisted Living:
Hayward Health Center
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843
Liz Webber
Janis Bergum

Country Terrace
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Todd Swanson
Jane Wikum
Palmer McCoy
Jim Probyn
Lavada Hodd
Mary Beaver
John Schuenzel
Carol Mooney-Williamson
Family of Dean Schleeter
Nancy Passolt
Grace Lutheran Church & the
Family of Pastor Stew Carlson

Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Joyce Zaspel
Henry Aukee
Palmer and Fern McCoy

Chronic & Long-term Illness:
John Jaeckel
John Bihun
Ranee Bihun

Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum

Lutheran World Relief Coffee
LWR coffee is available for purchase
Coffee choices include:
Dark Roast - Whole Bean
Dark Roast - Ground
Medium Roast - Whole Bean
Medium Roast - Ground
Decaffeinated - Ground
Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during office hours
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Our Deepest Sympathies
Velma "Vickie" Schlipper

August 3, 1937 ~ February 5, 2021 (age 83)
Velma (Vickie) Schlipper, age 83, formerly of Hayward, Wisconsin, passed away
February 5, 2021 surrounded by family. Vickie was born August 3, 1937 in
Chicago
to the late Lloyd & Georgette Bauer. She married Jack Schlipper in 1967 and they
celebrated 44 happy years of marriage until Jack passed in 2012.
Vickie was an incredible wife, mother, and grandmother- a loving, giving, and trusted confidant.
Vickie’s family and friends were her greatest gifts and that’s how she spent most of her time- with
the ones she cherished. She had a gift for making those around her feel special, often expressing
that by bringing people together for a gourmet, home-cooked meal. Her selfless nature was also
seen through her volunteer work.
One to keep a busy calendar, Vickie loved to spend time golfing with Jack and their friends. She was
also an avid fisherwoman and took great pride in teaching her grandchildren to fish on the
Chippewa Flowage during annual summer visits. Her close relationship with her
grandchildren was her greatest joy. To them she was a source of unconditional love, a friend, and
one of their favorite people. As selfless as she was, she took great joy in emerging victorious from all
family game nights – she was quite the card shark. Not one to shy away from something new, Vickie
and Jack discovered their love for travel later in life. Wanting to share world experiences with those
closest to them, annual vacations with family and friends became a highly anticipated tradition.
Her family takes comfort knowing that Jack and Vickie are together again. Among those who
survived and shared Vickie’s life are her two daughters, Suzanne Prendergast and Diane Schlipper
(Michael Meteyer); her two grandchildren, Riley and Shaye Prendergast; and her sister, Lana
Rolnicki (Tom).

A private service will be held. Please feel free to make memorial contributions to the Hayward
Community Food Shelf. https://www.haywardfoodshelf.net/
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Our Deepest Sympathies
Dean Eldon Schleeter
July 9, 1954 ~ March 16, 2021 (age 66)
Dean E. Schleeter, age 66, of Hayward, WI passed away on Tuesday, March 16,
2021 at Essentia Health, St. Mary’s Medical Center in Duluth, MN.

Dean Eldon Schleeter was born July 9, 1954, in Bloomington, IL the son of Delmar and Maude (Gee)
Schleeter. He was raised in Anchor, IL, and graduated from Octavia High School in Colfax, IL in
1972. Dean was proud that in his youth he earned the rank of Eagle Scout. After high school, he
attended technical school for a short time before joining the U.S. Air Force in March of 1973. On
June 30, 1973, Dean was joined in marriage to Carol French in San Jose, IL. Dean was stationed in
Chanute, IL where he received schooling in avionics and instruments. He was then reassigned to
Laughlin Air Force Base in Del Rio, TX where he would spend six years working on aircraft. He
returned to Chanute Air Force Base where he served as an instructor for several years. Dean’s next
assignment was to Iceland where he would be stationed for two years. He then went to Moreno
Valley, CA where he was stationed at March Air Force Base. His next stations were in Michigan
where he served at Wurtsmith and K.I. Sawyer where he served as a flight line expeditor and first
sergeant. Dean retired from military service and moved to Hayward, WI where he worked for a time
for Roscoe Butterfield Well Drilling and then ACE Hardware. Some of Dean’s favorite pastimes
included woodworking and refinishing furniture. Dean was a member of First Lutheran Church in
Hayward.
Dean is survived by his wife of 47 years, Carol; two daughters, Laura Perry of Braham, MN, Lisa
Yelverton of Peoria, AZ; three grandchildren, Keyyandre, Brandan, and Spencer; one greatgranddaughter, Rosalie; one brother, Dale (Ann) Schleeter of Hayward, and many nieces and
nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents and niece, Elizabeth Schleeter.
A memorial service will be held for Dean at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, April 2, 2021, at First Lutheran
Church in Hayward with Pastor Joel Bacon officiating. Visitation will be held from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
on Thursday, April 1, at Hayward Funeral Home and from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. on Friday, April 2nd at
the church. Interment will be in the Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Spooner,
WI. Military honors will be accorded by the Wisconsin Military Funeral Honors Program.

23

Each month we take a moment
to celebrate the birthdays and
anniversaries of our friends at
First Lutheran. Let's take this
time to pray for joyful
birthdays and anniversaries.
Please do not call the office for
actual dates or ages.

Tysa Goold
LeAnne Stamp
Mike Stamp
Tim Strottman
Donna Jacobson
Jill Larson
Keaton Brueggeman
Erica Young
Corrine Malcolm
Krystina Laberee
Daniel Beckman
Hayley Braun
Thomas Malcolm
Matthew Neff
Mitchell Johnson
Nils Eckstrom
Loudon Lohman
Ben Laberee
Abigail Larson
Luke Yackel
Collen Gouran
Addison Domagala
Brittani Neumann

Ranee’ Bihun
Irene Ahrenkiel
Colleen Moreland
Florence Bilderback
Shirley Tiffany
Ralph Cornell
Marlene Tremblay
Ed Simons
John Rusch
Bob VonArb
Howard Sieh
Rick Filter
Karen Giese
Linda Euneau
June Mueller
Terrell Boettcher
Rocky Mulligan
Laura Weber
Carl Trettin
Patti Stone
Laurie Jacobs
Kathy Mast
Denise Marquardt
Lori Good

Craig and Linda Euneau
Bob and Pam McClelland
John and Susan Pahn
Brandon and Jessica Sams
Bill and Susan Vortanz

Irene Ahrenkiel turns 100
on April 26th!
Happy Birthday, Irene!
We wish you a warm and loving blessing on
your day!
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Worship With Us!
Wednesdays: 6:30 pm*
Saturdays: 5 pm
Sundays: 8am* & 10am
*Live on Facebook
Everyone is Welcome!
10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin
715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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