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to yours...
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From the Pastor's Desk

Advent Blessings
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By the time you are reading this, you will find yourself in the Season of Advent. Advent is the first
season of the Church Year and is marked with the color blue. It is a season full of meaning. Blue can
mean being depressed, waiting, and being hopeful.  

When we are down, we sing the blues. We sing the blues because life is not the way it should be.
Whether it is poverty, racism, loneliness, or grief, we feel the blues most powerfully during a season
in which we are supposed to be 'happy.'

The waiting for Christmas to come is often most acutely felt by the children for whom learning to wait
is part of growing older (at least that is what we tell them). It is also full of waiting for those
matriarchs and patriarchs that cannot wait to be hosting a house full of precious life.

Blue also means hopeful. We are hopeful for the Savior, of course, but we are also hopeful for cards
and presents and visits and treats. It is one of the coming together times, one of the reconnecting
times, and it renews our hope in humanity.

It is a season of repentance. Before we have a season of glory, like Christmas or Easter, we have a
season of repentance. And where Lent emphasizes a turning away from our sin, Advent emphasizes
turning toward God, being attracted to the manger in Beth-Lehem, and in doing so trying to become
a better version of ourselves.

And it is a season of preparation, symbolized by John the Baptist's 'prepare the way of the Lord,' but
also in the preparations we make – the decorating, the baking, the buying, the planning. Even the
worst planner in the world tries to have their act together at Christmas time, so they are ready.
For most of us, Advent is all five of these things: we feel grief and loss most acutely when we
celebrate being together, we wait for that special card in the mail, or when we can see each other
again, we hope for a better world, we try to be better people, and we prepare for both a Savior and a
family feast. It is all these.

I pray you find blessings in Advent. I pray that the lights and decorations elevate your mood. I pray
that you have a new reason to treasure your loved ones' past and present. And I pray that when
Christmas comes, you find a baby in your manger that fills your soul with all goodness.

In Christ,
Pastor Joel



Greeters
Volunteers stand at the door to openly
welcome and greet everyone as they join us
in worship. This volunteer job only takes
about 15 minutes before each service. 

Ushers
Our volunteer ushers stay busy each
service. They ring the bells, pass out
bulletins, count attendees, collect offerings,
and dismiss pews for communion. Like to be
a busybody, this is the "job" for you! 

Projectionist
Every worship has a PowerPoint
presentation to accompany the service. A
volunteer sits at the computer to follow
along with the worship and advance the
slides. 

Videographer
The videographer is responsible for
recording and streaming the 8 am worship
service each Sunday. This volunteer starts
the live-stream program on the computer
and operates the camera throughout the
service. 

Communion Assistants
Accompanying the pastor and assistant
minister, communion assistants help serve
communion at each worship service.  

Assistant Ministers

Join the pastor in leading worship. Duties
include: reading the assigned scriptures and
assisting with serving communion. 
Jane Wikum leads this ministry. Please get in
touch with her if you would like to join. 

Coffee Host:

Prepare (or purchase) some sweet treats to
share between worship services on
Sundays. Coffee Hosts start the coffee in the
morning and set out snacks to share with
our friends. Set up by 8:45 am and clean up
at 10:00 am. 

Wondering how you can help with worship service? Wondering what each job does? Look no further! 

Each week we need 21 people to help with worship. Sign-up sheets are available at the Welcome Center. 

Please consider signing up and helping worships run smoothly!

Directions for all volunteer positions are readily available. 
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Council  Notes
Let all that we do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14

Stewardship Message
“Don’t Give ‘til it hurts’, rather ‘give til it feels good”

4

Identify some component of the church's work that captures your heart and your interest.
Prayerfully consider how you can give of your resources in supporting that component. 
Pledge to commit your resources and yourself to bring that activity to fruition. 

"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also" Matthew 6:21

Jesus tells us that if our hearts are focused on Earthly "things," our efforts will not have lasting effects.
But if our hearts are focused on doing God's work, our efforts will have everlasting outcomes. 

As we move forward as a church, we will experience expected, and yes, some unexpected challenges
in keeping this church a viable spiritual entity. We believe God has already supplied the treasure in
the form of finances, skills, knowledge, abilities, volunteer time, etc., enabling us to overcome our
challenges and meet our planned objectives. 

As we begin a new church year, please:

So whether you are a member or friend of First Lutheran Church, please begin planning now on how
you can invest your treasure in that which has eternal value.
If you are not sure where to start, then just search your heart. 

In Christ, Your Stewardship Committee, 
Jeff Hubbard
Bruce Schmidt
Ron Kirchdoerfer
Pastor Joel Bacon

Greetings! November and December are very busy months at our church. Please watch
the announcements, bulletins, and the First Word for ways that you can help. Tiffany has
submitted her resignation and will be leaving toward the end of the month. Our
personnel committee has been working diligently to review applicants for both positions.
Our subcommittees have been very busy. Music and Worship has a proposal for
worship services that will be voted on at the annual meeting. The Property Committee is
moving forward with redoing our parking lot and obtaining financial options to cover
this. Tiffany and our Youth Committee are busy making plans for Thanksgiving and
Advent.

May you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving and be blessed in all that God has given us.
Randy Neumann, Council President.



FINANCIAL FOCUS
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We ask for grace and mercy. 
First Lutheran Church is under some transitions. Please bear
with us as we work through the job details and expectations. 

We apologize for the blank section and lack of financial updates.
Please hold our personnel committee closely in prayer as they

navigate through this transition.  
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DONATE CASH TO OPERATION CHRISTMAS FOR FOOD PURCHASES
BUY AND WRAP GIFTS FOR CHILDREN OR DONATE FUNDS AND LET US DO YOUR SHOPPING
FOR YOU.
BRING IN NEW HATS AND MITTENS FOR THE MITTEN TREE. 
VOLUNTEER BY SIGNING UP TO WORK - SIGN-UP FORMS ARE IN THE NARTHEX. Volunteers are
needed for fruit bagging, box packing, and food/ gift distribution.
BAKE COOKIES 
INCLUDE THIS FIRST LUTHERAN OUTREACH PROJECT IN YOUR PRAYERS

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 2021 (Curbside)
 

Operation Christmas 2021 will once again be curbside.  Now more than ever, many in our area are in
need.  First Lutheran Church, along with the caring help of Hayward United Methodist Church and
Ascension Episcopal Church, again is undertaking the annual Christmas project. Our goal is to
provide a blessed Christmas with all the trimming to 220 families / and or individuals.  Each family will
receive the following: a tote/ basket filled with nonperishable food items like peanut butter, cereal,
etc., a holiday pie, candy, a bag of potatoes and carrots, frozen hamburger, a coupon for a 4-pound
ham, and fresh fruit (apples, oranges, and bananas).  In addition, each child in the family receives a
Christmas gift.  This truly is a blessed Christmas for those we serve. 
We will be providing Cookies for shut-ins. Cookies can be dropped off at church Monday, December
13th. No nuts, and please follow good food hygiene practices. 
We will again be collecting mittens and hats for area schools.  Drop off at the church during regular
business hours.

We began taking telephone calls and completing request forms for food boxes Monday, November
22nd. The last day to take requests will be Friday, December 3rd, 2021.  Call Center Hours are
Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.   Call 715-634-2141. Distribution this year will be curbside: Friday,
December 17th, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, December 20th, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Due to the ability to purchase food through Feed My People at a much-reduced price, we are asking
you again to consider a monetary donation to be used to purchase the food items for the baskets.
Your donation of $50.00 provides all the food items for one family. 

The Operation Christmas Bulletin Board (located in the 1st Lutheran Church narthex) has lots of red
and green tree tags for the needed $10.00 to $15.00 gifts for children through 12th grade. Please
take a tree tag, purchase and wrap the gift, and tape the tag back on the gift. Monetary donations are
always welcome (let us do your shopping for you).  Gifts can then be placed in the large gift-wrapped
box by the bulletin board. Because of size variation, clothes are not recommended. Gift cards are a
great idea for teens.

     HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Due to COVID, we will be doing curbside pick-up again this year, along with social distancing as much as
possible. Volunteers are going to be needed more than ever – especially people to work outside. If you can
help, please contact Kathy McCoy via email: kmccoyrl58@gmail.com or call - Cell 805-813-1828 and leave
a message. 
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It is that time of year again that First Lutheran reaches out to its members living in care
centers or confined in their homes.  This is an Arm of the Operation Christmas.  It is a
Gift of Love From First Lutheran.  We have had a long period that we have not been able
to visit or connect with these folks that are part of our church family. We are asking you
to share your cookies with these folks. Last year's cookies were a delight as there were
so many varieties and the boxes looked so festive. We are again asking you to share
your cookies with the shut-ins. 

 We would need them by Monday, December 13th. You can leave them in the church
kitchen marked for shut-ins.  Please, no nuts. Please use good food hygiene practices as
you bake.   We have about 35 to 40 members that we give boxes of home-baked
cookies each year.  In doing this, we let them know that they are treasured and thought
of by First Lutheran Church.   For those of you who are Visitation Ministers, yours will be
labeled and ready for delivery on the afternoon of Tuesday, December 14th.   You will
find them in the library on a separate cart to be picked up and delivered to your
Visitation Member.  

Thank you to all of you for your gift of cookies, Merry Christmas 

Cookies for Shut-Ins

mailto:kmccoyrl58@gmail.com


A N  E V A N G E L I C A L  M I N U T E
A n  A l l  I m p o r t a n t  W e l c o m i n g  M a t

 Luther College
 Campers for National Youth Gathering & Luther Park
 Candidacy and Seminary Books
 Lay Ministry

 Sherman & Ruth Weiss Community Library

 NW Synod Malawi Relief Fund
 Childvoice International
 Lutheran World Relief
 Synod Resource Center

 Northwoods Community Food Shelf 
 Birchwood Food Shelf
 Harvest of Friends Food Shelf Winter
 Northwoods New Life Resource Center
 Senior Resource Center Bus Fund
 Hayward Community Food Shelf
 Regional Hospice
 Operation Christmas
 ALS Association
 Greater Hayward House of Hope
 Elizabeth Home of Hope

THE POWER OF THE ENDOWMENT -
First Lutheran Endowment Fund

Supporting our endowment fund is one of the best ways
you can ensure that our church’s mission and vision will
thrive for years to come.
Gifts given in the last 10 years total over $75,500. Some
examples of recent giving:
 
Community Scholarships

Educational

 
Greater Church

Social Concerns

 
Contributing to the endowment fund is a way to be a
sound financial steward of God’s gifts because, in so
doing, you give a portion of what you have back to God.
Consider a Qualified Charitable Distribution from your
IRA. Talk to your tax advisor regarding this and other
options for tax advantages.  A gift to the endowment fund
qualifies for a current income tax charitable deduction
and for an estate tax deduction.

In God’s name, 
Sherry Beckman

Plant  your seeds now and t rus t  in  the Lord that
these seeds wi l l  bear  f ru i t  even when you are gone .

Memorial & Endowment Notes:

I'm sure many of us find Christ In Our
Home a wonderful daily addition to our
prayer life. For years, I have found this to
be so. In fact, every once in a while,
something seems to reach out to me and
stir memories. Such was the case with the
offering for Monday, November 8, in our
current booklet. It is titled "Welcoming
Others." 

We are all aware by now of our country's
efforts to resettle many Afghan refugees.
Initially, many have begun these efforts
here in Wisconsin at Fort McCoy.
Consequently, individual charities,
churches, and religious groups have
gathered donations of clothing, food, and
necessities to help in these resettlement
efforts. 

The reason the November 8 prayer focus
brought back memories to me centered
around efforts to resettle a Hmong family
while members of a church in
Menomonie, just before our move to
Hayward. Many churches in Eau Claire,
Menomonie, and the surrounding areas,
also were sponsoring Hmong refugees.
This all was wonderful and interesting as
they all insisted they were closely related. 

One of the newscasts showing refugees
arriving at Fort McCoy showed a Hmong
man helping direct them to where they
were to go. That brought tears to my
eyes. 

Just as Pastor Lisa Smith reminds us in
her November 8 message, if an outsider
is in a new place, we are dependent on
the welcome of others. She also writes
that numerous scriptures invite us to care
for those who seek refuge. We are to
make room for others. 

Our Most Heavenly Father. Help us
always to be vigilant as to the needs of
others. Let us look to ways in which we
can lead to fulfilling these needs.   

In Christ, 
Amen   
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There will be no meeting in December. 
Please join us in the new year on January 15 @ 9:30
Interested in knitting or crocheting prayer shawls or for charity?
Join us each month, no experience needed.
We can provide all supplies and instruction.

The group will meet every Monday. 
 
 

Watch the bulletin or listen to announcements for
locations. 

FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN

TABLE TALK
Tuesday, December 14th @ 6:30 pm

 
Where:  First Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall
Topic:    Am I My Brother's Keeper?

Potluck dinner starts at 6:30. Discussion to follow (about 7:15) 

Bike/Hike/Ski Club

We will meet on December 7th at
9:30 am.

 
Also, our supply of donated cards

has almost been depleted.
Therefore, if you have any used

greeting cards that you could part
with, please place them in the blue

tote under the card rack in the
Narthex. Thank you much! 

Card Ladies
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Pur ls  o f  Prayer

The beautiful Christmas Cards,
created by our Card Ladies are
on display and available to
purchase in the Narthex! Stop
by the table and check them
out!  

During the Advent Season, we dedicate our prayers of Kyrie
and Gloria to what is in the hearts of our friends and
neighbors. Please share your lows (Kyries) and highs (Glorias)
with us and each worship service during Advent. You can
submit your prayers at the  "Kyrie & Gloria" poster board, by
email or phone, or through our website on the
Kyrie & Gloria Form. 

Advent Kyries & Glorias: 

https://firstlutheranhaywardwi.org/advent-kyries-glorias/
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Advent is here, and Christmas is coming quickly. The hustle and bustle is filling the air. People are
busy shopping, decorating, cooking, baking, making plans, and so much more. There is chaos and
calmness—joy in the middle of struggles. I see people frantic yet grateful. It is amazing. As a
seminarian, December is also finals month. It's the end of a semester. Time to write long papers and
hope that the work is good enough to get that "A" one more time! What's one more thing to add to
my plate? Right? And then I heard this: 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. The one to lay down His life for all his sheep. Jesus, the flesh of God, entered
the human world for the salvation and peace of all the people. On the night of Jesus' birth, the angels came
to the shepherds and declared the Good News. We are the shepherds of our neighbors, and Jesus is the
Shepherd to all. 

What a wonderful image and reminder of what this month prepares for. December is a month of
Advent. A word that means 'coming' or 'arrival' in Greek, 'appearance' or 'expectation' in Hebrew, and
'arrival of a notable person, thing, or event' in English. We have four weeks of anticipation for the
appearance of Jesus. Four weeks that we hold the light of what will be Great. 

When Jesus is born, He is not in a high-class place. He is in a stable with animals and hay. His birth
announcement is sent to the fields where the shepherds are tending to their sheep. Why? Well,
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. The one to live and die for the grace, mercy, and salvation of all people.
The living testament to God's glory. And if Jesus is the Shepherd to all, then we are the junior
shepherds to those around us. We are in a field of life. A place for love, hope, peace, and joy. A place
for family and friends, and neighbors. 

My prayer for you this Advent season is to prepare for the Greatness that is coming. Embrace in the
love of your near ones. As we celebrate the arrival of Jesus, remember that it is in Him, through Him,
and with Him that we go through life. Jesus loves and saves each of us. Take time each day to see the
beauty of God's creation and feel the presence of this love. Hold close to your loved ones and reach
out to your neighbors. Tend to the people around you as Jesus tends to you. 

Happy Advent! 
Merry Christmas! 
Warm Blessings~

Tiffany Chipman

C h r i s t m a s  T i m e
A message from your Youth & Education Director
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Youth Ministries

Gathering Dates: July 24-28, 2022

ELCA Youth Gathering 2022
9 students & 2 adults are heading off to Minneapolis next

summer. The total budget is $12,430 ($1130/person). 
Starting balance: $4000
Amount Raised: $1658
Amount Paid: $1650
Remaining Budget: $5122

***Next Fundraiser: Super Bowl Pizza Sales
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Gathering Participants: 
 

Here is the schedule of events: 
 

December 8th: Bible Study
December 15th: Bible Study & Announcements (follow up and next plans)

All gathering participants should attend these meetings and studies. It is very important for team
building and connections before attending the Gathering. All sessions will start at 8 pm and go on until

about 9 pm. 
 

Parents, please plan accordingly--encourage and support your participant! 

Advent Fair:
Join us Wednesday, December 1st, for our annual kickoff to Advent
with our annual Children's Craft Fair! 

Let us rejoice in preparing Christmas through fun crafts, cookie
decorating, snacks, music, and more. 

All families, all friends, all neighbors! 

Wednesday, December 1st starting at 5 pm in the Narthex! 
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Classroom Connections:
Arise

As we wrap up the 2021 calendar year, our Arise group is in for a lot of fun! 

December 1st:     Caroling down Main Street
December 8th:     Christmas Ceramics making with our friend, Barbara.
December 15th:   Operation Christmas Fruit Work & Christmas Party
December 22nd:  No Arise! Merry Christmas

Oasis (High School)

CrossWays (Confirmation)
As we wrap up the 2021 calendar year, our CrossWay group is in for a lot of fun! 

December 1st:     Regular Class time
December 8th:     Regular Class time
December 15th:   Operation Christmas Table Setup & Christmas Party
December 22nd:  No Meeting! Merry Christmas

As we wrap up the 2021 calendar year, our Oasis group is in for a lot of fun! 

December 1st:     Regular Youth Group
December 8th:     Caroling in the neighborhood
December 15th:   Operation Christmas Fruit Work & Christmas Party
December 22nd:  No Meeting! Merry Christmas

December is a transition month for our Children and Youth Educational programs. As you are aware,

I am leaving my employment at First Lutheran Church to focus on my studies and to serve as a

Synodically Authorized Minister (SAM) at a church in Exeland, Wisconsin. During my final month,

my schedule is different. I will help the beginning part of Arise and then come back for the Gathering

Bible study at 8 pm. Pastor Joel will take over the lead for our CrossWays (confirmation) class and

studies and Oasis (high school youth group) starting in December. 

Rhonda, Janet, and I will work together to finish out December with our Arise group. We are looking

for some volunteers to lead the Arise (K-5th Grade) starting in January. If you can help, please get in

touch with Pastor Joel or me. 

***My role in First Lutheran's youth program will continue with the youth attending the 2022 Youth

Gathering this coming summer. I will continue the planning, fundraising, and study preparations with

the youth and the congregation.***

Many blessings~ 

Tiffany Chipman



W o m e n  o f  F i r s t  L u t h e r a n
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As we begin Advent, I think of all the things that remind me of this time of year. Evergreen trees,
Boughs, Wreaths, and Garlands drape nature's gifts. The color of green in the middle of winter? 

Before Christianity, plants and trees that remained green all year long had a special meaning for
people in winter. A little trivia is that Christmas trees are grown in all 50 states, including Alaska and
Hawaii. Germany is credited with the Christmas Tree tradition. It is widely believed that Martin
Luther, in the 16th century, brought a Christmas tree into his home and lighted it with candles. He
saw this tree walking home on a winter night as he was composing a sermon. He was awed by the
stars twinkling above the evergreens. All families have traditions, and all are usually around the
lighted Christmas Tree. The first ones noted in the United States were in Pennsylvania, displayed by
the German settlers in 1830. And by 1890, German ornaments were arriving in the United States,
and Christmas Tree popularity was on the rise (131 years ago), and it soon became a tradition.

Where does our Savior fit into this?  I would like to think of the evergreen tree making oxygen and
continual green branches even in the darkest cold winter days, a symbol of life. The wonderful
smell of the pine permeates our homes, a symbol of the Holy Spirit not seen but in and around us.
The prickly needles, the protection of this tree of life, a symbol of God's ever protection of us. And
when we decorate this tree with lights that shine, it is a symbol of the star that shone and guided
us to this Miracle Manger Child and is still guiding us and living still in our hearts.
                                      

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree, how lovely are your branches
The pillars all please faithfully our trust in God unchangingly.

O tannenbaum, O tannenbaum, how lovely are your branches.

May you and your loved ones have a blessed Christmas,
Let the Carols bring Joy to our hearts,
Let church bells ring that sounding Joy,
Let us worship with awe and gratitude,
Let us never forget the gift of Eternal Life,
Born in a manger our Savior the Christ Child!       

First Lutheran Church Women Up Coming Events:

Our Peace and Faith Hope and Love Circles will meet on Tuesday, December 7th, a week early, to
prevent interfering with the Cookies for Shut-Ins and Operation Christmas. We will meet at our
regular times.

Women Study Groups:

Below are the times and dates of our Women's Groups. Would you please come and join us for
fellowship and friendship? There are morning, afternoon, and evening times; choose one that
would fit into your schedule. We are a friendly, welcoming group of women that enjoy studying
God's word together. Please come and join us. Each group lists phone numbers. Call if you have
questions. Our Peace and Faith, Hope, Love Circles have been studying "Women of Advent, drawing
strength from our Grandmothers." from the Gather Magazine. 

Peace Circle meets on Tuesday, December 7th, at 9:45 am in the church library.
Leader: Georgia Frye and Hostess: Kathy Rasmussen. (Barb Klippel, chair, 715-634-4411)

Faith, Hope, Love Circle meets on Tuesday, December 7th at 1:30 pm in the church Library.
Leader: Gwen Mickelson and Hostess:? (Linda Gordon, chair, 715-634-3538)

Jubilee will ring bells for Salvation Army on Tuesday, December 14th, and then have a Christmas
celebration at Linda Beck's home with an ornament exchange. Please get in touch with Rhonda for
more information.  Leader: Rhonda Passolt (715-563-2505)

Koinonia, a fellowship and community of women. This group meets every Tuesday at 8 am in the
church library. Current Topic: "The New Testament" by Professor Bart D. Ehrman, UNC-Chapel Hill
Leader: Linda Euneau (715-634-3498)

Linda Gordon ~FLCW President



The Love of Our Altar

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clipboard if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please drop the sponsor funds and information in the dropbox outside of the office door

when you sign up.
 

There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors; please sign up and let the office know.
Thank you!!!

Eternal Candle Sponsors forDecember

December Communion Bread Bakers:
Kris Neumann
Liz Robbins
Georgia Frye
Pam McClelland, Ethel Morse
& Shara Fredrickson

December Altar Guild Schedule:

Barb Jacobsen
Karen Giese
Maureen Schreiber
n/a

Sat. 9am Sat. 5pm Sun. 8am Sun. 10am

Barb Jacobsen
Michelle Forrester
Maureen Schreiber
n/a

Karen Giese
Karen Giese
Paula Gaida
Pam Swanson

Patti Stone
Sue Reinardy
Nancy Woodbeck
Sue Reinardy

December 4/5:
December 11/12:
December 18/19:
December 26:
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December 4/5:
December 11/12:
December 18/19:
December 24 &
December 26:

Jan Wege
Shirley Tiffany

In memory of Burt Wege
In memory of Bob Somerville and Dana Somerville Schwartz

Be sure to join us on Christmas Eve as we celebrate
the arrival of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior. 

Candlelight Worship Services are: 
3 pm
7 pm

Bring your family and hold close to the birth of Christ!

Christmas Eve Altar Guild: 9am Set Up: Pat Olson & Pam Swanson
3pm Worship: Pat Olson, Dave & Liz Dokkestul
7pm Worship: Pam Swanson



 

Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:15 pm - 5:55 pm. 

Worships Schedule: 
Sunday, December 12th at 8 am
Sunday, December 19th at 10 am
Christmas Eve, December 24th at 7 pm
Sunday, December 26th at 10am

Rehearsals: Every Wednesday at 6:05 pm in Room 4.

Chime Choir:

Voice Choir:

Worship Schedule: 

Sunday, December 12th at 10 am

Practices every Thursday at 6 pm. 

The Spirit Within

Music Ministry
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December 12, 2021: Third Sunday of Advent
Preface: Advent    Color: Blue

Prayer of the Day: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way
before you. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:10)

Readings and Psalm: 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 (Rejoice, the Lord is in your midst)
Isaiah 12:2-6 (In your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Is. 12:6))
Philippians 4:4-7 (Rejoice, the Lord is near)
Luke 3:7-18 (One more powerful is coming, baptizing with fire)

December 5, 2021: Second Sunday of Advent
Preface:  Advent     Color: Blue

 
Prayer of the Day: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6)

Readings and Psalm:
Malachi 3:1-4 (My messenger is a refiner and purifier)
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79 (In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us.
(Lk. 1:78))
Philippians 1:3-11 (A harvest of righteousness on the day of Jesus Christ)
Luke 3:1-6 (Prepare the way of the Lord)

Lectionary Readings

December 19, 2021: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Preface: Advent   Color: Blue

 
Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word. Alleluia. (Luke 1:38)

Readings and Psalm
Micah 5:2-5a (From Bethlehem comes a ruler)
Luke 1:46b-55 (You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52))
Hebrews 10:5-10 (I have come to do your will)
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] (Blessed are you among women / My soul magnifies the Lord)
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F a c e b o o k  M o n t h l y  S t a t s :  
10/18/2021 to 11/15/2021
476 Followers (+9)

***Ages 45 & Up: 81%
***Ages 35-44: 12%
***Ages 25-34: 6%
***Ages 24 & Lower: 1%
38 Average Daily Devotion Viewers (+/-0)
42 Average Sunday Worship Viewers (+9)

First Lutheran Church of Hayward, WI 
Share posts! Invite family and friends!
Comment or like posts. 

I n s t a g r a m  M o n t h l y  S t a t s :  
Last 30 days: 

 
54 Followers

                       
From inspiration to action shots - check out
what is happening. 
Follow us at
https://www.instagram.com/flchaywardwi/ 

December 25, 2021: Christmas
Preface: Christmas   Color: White

 
Prayer of the Day: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.
For today a great light has come upon the earth. Alleluia.

Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 62:6-12 (God comes to restore the people) 
Psalm 97 (Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. (Ps. 97:11))
Titus 3:4-7 (Saved through water and the Spirit)
Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 (The birth of the Messiah revealed to shepherds)
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December 26, 2021: First Sunday of Christmas
Preface: Christmas   Color: White

 
Prayer of the Day: Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your goodwill and may live
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly. Alleluia. (Col. 3:15, 16)

Readings and Psalm
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 (The boy Samuel grew in favor with the Lord and the people)
Psalm 148 (The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13))
Colossians 3:12-17 (Clothe yourselves in love; let the peace of Christ rule your hearts)
Luke 2:41-52 (The boy Jesus increased in wisdom, and in divine and human favor)

https://www.facebook.com/firstlutheranhaywardwi
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Men's Bible Study 
Every Tuesday at 8 am in Fellowship Hall. 
Snacks and beverages are provided. 
All men are welcome.

Online Bible Studies are available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.  We
meet Tuesday nights at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 10am. Both
studies are different. Engage in both! Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid
back way. All are welcome. Both studies are led by Pastor Joel and have
fantastic discussions. 
Tuesday Evening (7pm): Zoom link: Click Here to Join
Wednesday Mornings (10am): Zoom link: Click Here to Join

Jubilee Circle will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army on Tuesday,
December 14th instead of having our regular bible study. 
We will ring bells from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm and then go to Linda Beck's
home for a Christmas celebration. We will also do an ornament exchange.
All are welcome to join us. 
If you have any questions, please contact Rhonda Passolt at 715-563-2502
or 715-634-1062 or email Rhonda at passolt0826@yahoo.com.

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

Peace Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 7th at 9:45 am
Leader: Georgia Frye        Hostess: Kathy Rasmussen
We will study, “Women of Advent, drawing strength from our Grandmothers."
from the Gather Magazine. 

Faith, Hope, & Love Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 7th at 1:30 pm 
Leader: Gwen Mickelson            Hostess: ????
We will study, “Women of Advent, drawing strength from our Grandmothers."
from the Gather Magazine. 

Koinonia: A fellowship and community of women. 
Topic: "The New Testament" by Professor Bart D. Ehrman, UNC Chapel Hill
Every Tuesday at 8 am in Library.
Bible studies ~ Conversations ~ Connections
All women are welcome. 

Adult Faith Forum is BACK!!!! 
Every Sunday
9:15 am-9:55 am - Fellowship Hall
All are welcome. This year's study will be the scripture readings for the
upcoming week's worship. 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82544654436?pwd=OXd4bmFkT2VYMTE2M0pjTExCZFFWdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84874711501?pwd=cWlEbEdNZk1IeTBLc1VSNXZBdWl6dz09
mailto:passolt0826@yahoo.com


A community meal is served in Fellowship Hall or takeout at First 
Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00 pm.

The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free-will                          
donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared and served by
volunteers from the Church congregation and volunteers within the
community.
 
If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the sign-up
sheets hanging at the Welcome Center. See who is in charge for the
month and give them a call or sign-up to help.

First Foodies:

Monthly Overseer:
 

Jeff & Jan Hubbard
 

Thank you!!!

November  Weekly Meal Sponsors: 

November 3: 
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

St. Joseph's Church
Acension Episcopal Church
Hayward Lions Club
FLC Youth & Youth Committee

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r
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Giving Options: 
We have several online ways to contribute

to First Lutheran Church ministries.
  

Online Giving at
https://onrealm.org/FirstLutheranCh4956

6/give/now
 

Text Giving is now available!
Text: FLC54843 to

73256
A link will be provided. Click the link to be

directed to the online giving. 
 

Automatic withdrawal from your banking
account.  You may set the amount of your

contribution, the date, the frequency.
Contact the office for more information.

Website Highlights: 
Upcoming Events

Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box

titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.
 

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a

new devotional every day by Pastor Joel
Bacon. Each devotion is posted around

9am or can be caught "live" on
Facebook at 7:30am.  

 
Weekly Worship Services

Worship services are available online
through Facebook or our website every

Sunday at 8am. 
 

If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net

“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the

ELCA.  Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation

are not a part of their daily lives.  The cost per broadcast is $30. 
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3).  These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,

or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.

Website Wanderings
Check out our First Lutheran Church Website at: http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Day 1 Sponsors: 
November 14      in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
November 28      in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family

https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God's work.  Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.

If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is still comparatively new as a
Church body, and yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 years together.  The taproot of our
life extends through the histories of predecessor Churches in the United States, through the
formative witness of the 16th century evangelical reformers and their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ.  Our life is in Jesus Christ.  We are deeply rooted in his word of
forgiveness and the promises of God’s steadfast love and mercy.  The word of Christ dwells in us
richly.  God nourishes us as one body in Jesus Christ with companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.
…there is a new creation
We are being made new every day.  In Jesus Christ we are not unchanged.  What God does in Christ
is as radical as the death and resurrection of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to live “no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.”  God is bringing that new
creation to life among us in the ministry of reconciliation.  In that service we no longer see each
other as we did before.  We are no longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each other.  We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the common good in Christ.  The new creation in Christ
rises to life among us every day.

Office Hours: Weekly Bulletin:

Monday - Thursday
8:30—4:00

Friday
8:30—12:00

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly

bulletin, it is due to 
Tiffany Chipman by 4:00pm each

Tuesday

ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to

Tiffany Chipman  
by 4:00pm on December 15th

for the January First Word

First Lutheran Staff

Joel Bacon                                Pastor                                           pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
_________________                       Business Manager                      
Tiffany Chipman                      Youth and Education Director   tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
                                                  & Office Administrator
Ray Austin                                Building and Grounds                ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Patty Van Landschoot            Choir Director                              davidjv@centurytel.net
Rebecca Iverson                     Organist                                        beckyiverson@charter.net
Patty Treland                           Volunteer Coordinator               ptreland@gmail.com

Phone:   715-634-2141
Mail:       P.O. Box 346
               Hayward, WI 54843

First Word:

Contact Us: 
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Mary Beaver
John Schuenzel
Phil Pierce
Emily Hutchison
Rosalie Schreiber
Keith Schuman
John Poppe
Will Wege
Joyce Zaspel
Vi Jacobsen

Our Caring Prayers:

Care Partners Assisted Living  
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland

Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Joyce Zaspel
Henry Aukee
Palmer and Fern McCoy

Care Centers: 

Chronic & Long-term Illness:

Aspen Acres    
10214 Rock Creek Rd 
Hayward, WI 54843

Irene Ahrenkiel
Dorothy Hedman
Sharron Probyn
Florence Bilderback

Country Terrace    
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Hayward Health Center 
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843

Water’s Edge              
11044 N State Rd 77   
 Hayward, WI 54843

Liz Webber
Janis Bergum

Care Center:

Assisted Living:

John Jaeckel
John Bihun
Don Sheehan

Please Pray For: 

Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum

Lutheran World Relief Coffee
 

LWR coffee is available for purchase 
  

Coffee choices include: 

Dark Roast - Whole Bean 
Dark Roast - Ground 

Medium Roast - Whole Bean 
Medium Roast - Ground 
Decaffeinated - Ground

 
Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during office hours
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Thank you!!!! 

I want to thank everyone who answered my calls to serve

First Lutheran Church services for the past five years. I am

"retiring" as of December 31st. I am glad I had the privilege.

It is a great way to meet people and to get to know you all.

Please continue to volunteer for church services, and

please sign-up at the Welcome Center - look for clipboard

"Worship Services." I am proud of our church congregation,

who always steps up to serve church projects and to

support First Lutheran in so many ways. I wish you all good

health and happiness throughout the New Year. May God

give you many blessings. 

Sincerely, 

Patty Treland
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Our New Members:
Richard and Peggy Perry: 

They have 3 grown children. They have had a
cabin near Hayward since 1995. They moved here
in 2018. Richard was a doctor with the Mayo
Clinic system and worked in SE Minnesota and NE
Iowa for most of his practice. Peggy was a mother
and devoted herself to that. She was also, as the
children grew up, a pharmaceutical representative,
town council member, and substitute teacher.

They will be glad to volunteer in the near future. 
Email: pedaldoc09@gmail.com
(715) 462-3616

Susan Sams

Susan and her husband, Darryl, with their two children,
vacationed in the Hayward area for about 25 years before
retiring and moving here permanently in 2019. They moved
here from West Chicago, Illinois, which is near Naperville
and Wheaton. She was a member of Saint Andrew
Lutheran Church. Their children are grown and married,
Stacey, 32, and Darrek, 29. Susan volunteers at the
Hayward humane society, Hayward Hospital/Waters
Edge, and the food pantry. She looks forward to getting
involved at First Lutheran.

Email: susanesams@gmail.com
(715) 462-4984

Sharon Tyrolt 

Sharon was born and raised in Marshfield,
Wisconsin. She moved here in 2018 because her
son lives here. She is retired now but worked      
 in-home nursing and hospice. She enjoys
watercolor, reading, and beading. She is traveling
for a bit this winter. When she returns, she would
be interested in getting involved with our church. 

Email: sharontyrolt@gmail.com
(715) 638-0645

Joyce Neuendorf

Joyce currently sings in the First Lutheran church
choir. She is retired now but taught second grade
in River Falls for 35 years.

Email: joyceneuendorf@gmail.com
(715) 308-2224

David and Linda Napieralski 

In 2009 they both retired and moved from the
Milwaukee area to Winter. Prior to retiring, Linda
was employed as a speech pathologist at Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin, and Dave was employed as a
banker at US bank.

Email: dnapie1048@AOL.com
(715) 266-2205

mailto:pedaldoc09@gmail.com
mailto:susanesams@gmail.com
mailto:sharontyrolt@gmail.com
mailto:joyceneuendorf@gmail.com
mailto:dnapie1048@AOL.com
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Scandinavian Dinner Thank yous & NotesScandinavian Dinner Thank yous & Notes
2021 Scandinavian Take Out and Bake Sale

 
We are so blessed to have such wonderful volunteers here at First Lutheran.  Friday, we hosted another

very successful Scandinavian Take Out and Bake Sale.  We served 181 take-out dinners and had an
exceptional bake sale.  This is our second year as take-out, and it’s so nice to work with so many people
who just take the lead and get their job done. It makes my job so very easy.  Thank you to all who took

part in any way to make the event fun.
 

Special thanks to our chairs for their great leadership, organization, and work.
 

Publicity: Sue Reinhardy   Meat Balls: Jeff Hubbard
Tickets: Donna Gilbertson  Lefse: Pastor Joel Bacon

Bake Sale: Donna Gilbertson  Rice Pudding: Pat Olson & Kaye Cammack
Kitchen: Kathy McCoy   Cranberry Relish: Gwen Mickelson

Decorations: Liz Dokkestul  Rye Bread & Krumkake: Linda Gordon
Finance: Maxine Poppe   Greet & Delivery: Rhonda Passolt

 
We are grateful to those that shared their gifts with us.

 
Pat Day for his wonderful Rye Bread

Dave Jacobsen for providing the lingonberries
Jerry and Norske Nook for the beautiful Krumkake

Pastor Joel & Kris Treland for sharing their Thrivent money.
Lynn’s Custom Meats for the nice discount towards our delicious meatballs

Kwik Trip for the generous gift card
Walmart for the nice gift card

Marketplace Foods for the generous discount
Patty VanLandschoot for the lovely music

Joyce Moreland for her Scandinavian treasurers
Our FLC staff for their flexibility and patience working with us

 
A great night of celebrating our Scandinavian Heritage while sharing our rewards with so many.

God’s Blessings, Kris Treland-Neumann, Chair 
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Thank you so much to my outstanding meal
distribution team!   Things went great. We were
thankful that the weather cooperated – maybe
not as warm as 2020 but no rain. My team did a
great job making sure curbside and pick-up
inside was a great experience for all our guests.
Special thanks to:

Tom Matthaie
Gwen Mickelson
Kim Molitor
Randy and BJ Schwartzhoff
Daidre Bartz
Janet Rivard
Georgie Frye

Special THANKS to our pianists who offered a
festive atmosphere the minute our guests
arrived in the Narthex
Patty VanLandschoot

God Bless You All --- Rhonda Passolt – Meal
Distribution Chairperson

Takkk skal du ha!, Tak skal du have!, Tack!, Kiitos! to
all the wonderful bakers, the amount and variety of
goods at the Scandinavian Dinner Bake Sale was
outstanding. Tusen Takk to the women who took
phone calls for 2 ½ weeks, the workers at the bake sale
and set up, and everyone involved taking food to cars
and working coffee hour. 

A special Thank You to staff and Ray, who are so
helpful, and to Pastor Joel for leading the Lefsa Brigade.

God bless each and every one of you! 
Donna Gilbertson, Chair

Thank you, Rice Pudding helpers:

Connie Schield, Liz Dokkestul, and
Janet Narveson helped me and the
job was done perfectly in a short
time. 

Thanks 
Pat Olson

Scandinavian Take Out & Bake Sale ticket sellers.
Many people stepped up to help sell tickets for
our Scandinavian dinner. They worked 3-4 hours
shifts manning the telephones. Donna Gilbertson,
Linda Treland, Kay Sieh, Pat Olson, Carol Nelson,
Judy Timmerman, Vicky Treland, Patty Treland,
Connie Schield, Carol Rusch, Nancy Woodbeck,
Terri Lundeen, and Linda Gordon, your time is
valued and appreciated. Thank you for helping to
make the dinner a great success.  
Kris Treland-Neumann, Tickets Co-Chair.

Thank you to our 2021 Scandinavian Dinner

Meatball Helpers 

(a.k.a. The Holy Rollers)

David VanLandschoot, Paula Gaida, Ron

Siemers, Janet Rivard, Bob & Kym Kirk, Bruce

Schmidt, Jan Hubbard, and Pastor Joel.

Jeff Hubbard



John & Joyce Moreland
Monte & Ethel Morse
Nels & Betty Beckman
Marlo & Connie Schield
Jerry & Kathy Rasmussen
Donald & Janet Maher
Dave & Liz Dokkestul
John & Kay Hawksford
Brandon & Jillian Kuczenski
Mike & Erinn Bratley
Bill & Pat Olson
Bill & Dana Bates

Sonia Cox
Jordan Archambeau
Jane Austin
Molly Austin-White
Gabriella Blank
Lance Bohler
Tyler Bratley
Jill Braun
Dayne Gillis
Paul Grahovac
Elaine Grainger
Gavin Hand
Jim Hedin
Harold Johnson
Darlene Kirchdoerfer
Frank Lazar
Hunter Lazar
Ashton Lehouillier
Karen Luebke
Janet Maher
Bryce Mickelson
James Mueller
Maxwell Okamoto
John Olson
Trevor Poppe
Jace Schlapper
Linda Schloegel

Each month we take a moment to celebrate
the birthdays and anniversaries of our
friends at First Lutheran. Let's take this time
to pray for joyful birthdays and
anniversaries. Please do not call the office
for actual dates or ages. 

Russell Senske
Layne Stamp
Ellie Strapon
Sari Torstenson
Tanner Treland
Brighton Vincent
Glenda Von Arb
Jodi Vortanz
JT Wohling
Melinda Wohling
Skylar Wohling
Emma Wolfe
Jerry Zirk
Gordon Abric
Anita Foss-Nelson
Craig Schlapper
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Worship With Us!

Wednesdays: 6:30 pm

Saturdays: 5 pm

Sundays: 8am* & 10am 

*Live on Facebook

Everyone is Welcome!

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 346

Hayward, Wisconsin 54843

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin

715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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