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From the Pastor's Desk
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I was learning to ski on Lake Wissota outside Chippewa Falls and it was the summer of 1986.  I was with
some counselors from Luther Park Bible Camp and one of their Grandpas.  I had met some lengthy
sturgeon, had ingested about a gallon of lake water, both from swallowing and nasal gavage and hadn’t
yet managed to ski.  I was in the rocking chair position, I was always ready to go, but once the
horsepower got added my limbs all went higgledy-piggledy.  Had we been trolling for sharks I might have
been an effective bait.  All I remember was the disorienting amount of splashing and foaming and pulling
all around me.  My fellow counselor’s grandpa was kind of a lovable curmudgeon who had been quite
quiet as my struggles ate up a good portion of the hour.  Though I had been receiving encyclopedic
amounts of advice from my fellow counselors the old man had remained mum.  He finally spoke:
“FOLLOW THE BOAT!”  He added an adverb and an adjective that I am not allowed to say since my
ordination but you get the idea.  In an imperative voice, he told me to follow the boat.  The simplest
advice was the best.  Next try I was waterskiing.  And every try after that.
When my focus was short and on all the things that could go wrong within my sacred personal bubble
my attention was drawn in all sorts of little and contradictory directions.  When my focus was on the
boat, 90 feet away, my focus simply allowed me to ride through all the little shimmies and shakes, and
suddenly I was on the water scooting along at 20 some miles per hour.  And think about it, if the boat
was the source of the power that made skiing possible, was it really possible to not follow it?
I have never forgotten that grandpa’s simple and sage advice.  It has become one of my maxims – Follow
the Boat.  It means to have a long focus.  There are lots of folk tales about the difference between
thinking in the short term and thinking in the long term.  The Three Little Pigs, the Pied Piper of Hamelin,
Chicken Little, the Hare, and the Tortoise, and many others like them have this theme of how a long focus
is better than a short one, and how responding is better than reacting.  But the other thing about Follow
the Boat is recognizing where the power comes from.  If you are not cooperating with the one supplying
the power you are probably not going anywhere useful.
Whenever I have observed conflict over the years one thing I have often noticed is an abundance of
personal agendas but a lack of common focus.  I have seen service organizations bicker and fade to
irrelevance because they lost their sense of common mission.  When these service organizations started
everyone clearly knew why they gathered and what their purpose was but over time the power of that
common focus had been lost.  No longer following the source of the founding power they floundered.  I
was recruited to be a member of a service organization and I went to one of their meetings.  The
business meeting was a five-minute check on the conditions of finances and then they got down to
eating and schmoozing.  When asked later if I wanted to join I said, “I already know how to drink and play
cards.”  A once proud civic organization had become a club where the men ate the foods their wives
wouldn’t let them eat anymore while they drank, played cards, and told off-color jokes.  That only
happens by not following the boat.
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Willkommen
Oktoberfest German Dinner

Thursday, September 8th, 2022
5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall
Adult tickets are $20.00 each
Children 12 and under $8.00 each

Tickets will be available on Sundays in
the Narthex or during the week in the
church office.

All proceeds will go towards the
purchase of new padded folding chairs
for the Fellowship Hall

Menu: 
Beer Rouladen
Spaetzel
Red Cabbage
Relishes
Dark Bread
Dessert
Beverage

Now I know that this metaphor has its weaknesses like “What if the captain is untrustworthy?”  or “What
about Jet-Skis?”  All metaphors have holes in them.  But still, it is fair to say that any focus that is too close
or too inward kind of makes us useless to the larger community.  During the Reformation, the reformers
came up with a Latin phrase to describe Sin and it was “in curvatus se” which means “curved in on self.”  It
is an accurate description of the general lack of awareness we have of the bigger picture because our own
wants and worries are all we can think about.  I have a friend who calls to ask how I am as a pretext to talk
about himself for two hours.  And after two hours of hearing someone say “I” and “me” relentlessly I find I
am worn out and unfocused.  That Latin phrase reminds us that we are all interrelated and any sort of
self-absorption hurts us all.
One thing Follow the Boat does is it reminds me that I do not go in my own power.  If I am skimming
along, enjoying the thrill, it is only because someone else is supplying the power, steering, and avoiding
the obstacles.  Whether it is the unique freedoms I have as an American, or the ultimate freedom I have
from sin and death because of the Cross, all that I have that is good comes from a power much greater
than me.

In Christ,

Pastor Joel
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Memorial & Endowment Notes:
Plant your seeds now and trust in the Lord that these seeds will bear

fruit even when you are gone.
Please keep August 5th in mind for any M & E requests.  The committee meets on August 10th at 5 pm to
discuss applications that have been received prior to the meeting.  Just a reminder that we have a new online
application.  We look forward to reviewing requests and distributing funds to help with your next project or
idea.

A huge shout out to Lynn Schuman and Connie Shield for six years of dedicated service on the Memorial and
Endowment committee.  Lynn has served as the ‘Thank you” representative and Connie as the secretary for
several years. Per the M & E Bylaws, a committee member can only run two terms.  We are sad to see these
two dedicated ladies leave our committee and wish them the best as they move on to the next church
volunteer opportunities.  

We would also like to welcome two new members, Laurie Jacobs and Dave Napielski, to the committee.  They
both bring a wealth of knowledge to the M & E with past experiences and together we can continue to
communicate our successes and challenges and teach each other on best practices.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact anyone on the committee. 

Contact Kris Treland-Neumann (chairman), Trisha Brassill, Jim Schreiber, Teri Lundeen, Laurie Jacobs, Dave
Napielski, or Sherry Beckman with any questions.  

All my best,
Sherry

ALS: Jaeckel/Sheehan 5K Walk
                                                                   Saturday, August 27, 2022

                                                     8:30am - 11:30am
                                   5K Walk

                                      Breakfast
                                                            Silent Auction Pick up

 
Online Silent Auction: bidding start Saturday, August 20, 2022, at 11 am.

Mark your calendars and be sure to join in the fun and help raise funds to support ALS
patients in Wisconsin!  
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Children & Youth Ministries
Every second Sunday in August Pastor Joel will be leading
the senior high ministry at 6 pm.

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r
A community meal is served in the Fellowship Hall or takeout at First  Lutheran Church every Wednesday
evening at 5:00 pm. If you would like a takeout please just come into the fellowship hall and ask for one.

The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free-will donation. The meals are nutritious,
and are prepared and served by volunteers from the Church congregation and volunteers within the
community.

Monthly Overseer:

Kathy McCoy

Thank you!!!

July Weekly Meal Sponsors: 
July 6th:
July 13th:
July 20th:
July 27th:

Kathy McCoy
Hayward Loins
Kathy McCoy

This area intentionally left blank.



FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN
Bike/Hike
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The group will meet every Monday. 
 

The group meets at random locations at 5 pm. 
 Please contact Jim Schreiber

 
 

Purls of Prayer

 
Saturday, August 20th  @ 9:30am

Located in the Church Library

Are you interested in knitting or crocheting prayer
shawls or for charity?

Join us each month, no experience is needed. We can provide all
supplies and instructions.

 

TABLE TALK
Tuesday, August 9th @ 6:30 pm

 
Where:  Hatchery Creek Park Pavilion
Topic:    Is it Sin or sin?

Potluck dinner starts at 6:30. Discussion to follow (about 7:15) 

Card Ladies
The Card Ladies will NOT meet in August

or September. We plan to resume on
Tuesday, October 4th at 9:30. We
encourage you to join us if you are

interested. 



SMALL GROUPS &
STUDIES

Men's Bible Study 
Every Tuesday at 8 am in Fellowship Hall.
Snacks and beverages are provided. 
All men are welcome.

Koinonia: A fellowship and community of women. 
Topic: DVD & Discussion
Every Tuesday at 8 am in the  Church Library.
Bible studies ~ Conversations ~ Connections
All women are welcome. 

Adult Faith Forum
Will not meet in August
10:45 am in Fellowship Hall.
All are welcome. This year's study will be the scripture readings for the
upcoming week's worship. 

Online Bible Study is available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.  This
month we will be having it only on Wednesday mornings at 10 am.
Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid-back way. Led by Pastor Joel, with a
fantastic discussion. 
Zoom link: Click Here to Join  or on our website at – First Lutheran Church
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org/outreach/virtually

We will meet on Tuesday, August 9th at 12 pm at Church for a potluck
lunch. Please bring a dish to pass.
Look in the First Word and emails for updates. If you have any questions,
please contact Rhonda Passolt at 715-563-2502 or email Rhonda at
passolt0826@yahoo.com. 

Peace Circle will meet on Tuesday, August 9th at 12 pm at Church for a
potluck lunch.  Please bring a dish to pass. 
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Faith, Hope, & Love Circle will meet on Tuesday, August 9th at 12 pm at
Church for a potluck lunch. Please bring a dish to pass. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83262798939?pwd=aGlVbWxiaVl0YTYyanR4SXI2NDhyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83262798939?pwd=aGlVbWxiaVl0YTYyanR4SXI2NDhyZz09
https://firstlutheranhaywardwi.org/outreach/virtually/
mailto:passolt0826@yahoo.com


W o m e n  o f  F i r s t  L u t h e r a n
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A N  E V A N G E L I C A L  M I N U T E
 
 
 

Oh, To Be In Charge! 

As humans, we find it only natural to wish to be in charge of various issues affecting our lives. For instance,
take the weather. It'd be nice if we could be in charge of it; but, that's one thing we haven't any influence
over, we take what we get! That is true wherever we might live in this world of ours. It seems, over the past
months, the weather has caused death and destruction for many people worldwide.
One thing is for sure though, and that is, as believers, we have heavy cause to pray for those people
regularly who are caught up in these unfortunate weather circumstances, be it locally or elsewhere.
So let us add our prayer voices to God's presence in their lives at this time as healing takes place.  We can
be in charge of this aspect of our help.

In Christ,
Amen  

The times are challenging, and we are discouraged by high prices, war, politics, and uncertainty but we
are encouraged by John Wesley’s familiar quote - 

Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,

In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,

To all the people you can,
As long as you ever can.

  
Jesus calls us to live boldly and bravely, trusting in him and showing his love to those around us!  Each
morning I receive an email from the Women of the ELCA called "Daily Grace".  It is a short inspirational
message that helps me focus on what is important!  You can receive it by going to the Women of the
ELCA website.  Click on "Daily Grace" at the top of the page and sign up.  - As our mission statement also
encourages us  - “Let all that you do, be done in love”.  
In August the Circles will meet jointly for a potluck lunch at noon on Tuesday, August 9th.  Ardie
Littlefield will lead the Bible study using the "Gather" magazine in August.  We hope you can join us!  Just
bring a dish to pass and enjoy the fellowship!  
The Luther Park Retreat will be held from August 24-25.   Pastor Susan Eidal from Zion Lutheran in
Stratford will be the chaplain.  Dr. Mark Nymo will present information about the free clinic in Rice Lake
and Gail Lando will speak to us about racial justice issues.  If you are interested, please let Carol Schmidt
know (715-853-7866). 
    
Blessings,

Carol Schmidt



Jan Wege
Carol Nelson
Lori & Colin Laberee
Anonymous
Jean Friske

The Love of Our Altar

Music Ministry
The Spirit Within Choir:

In memory of Bert Wege
In memory of Mark Nelson
In honor of congregation musicians
In honor of people of Ukraine
In memory of Mel Friske

Eternal Candle Sponsors for August

Worships: 
Sunday, August 7th, 9:30 am
Saturday, August 27th, 5 pm 
Sunday, August 28th, 9:30 am

Practices: Thursdays at 5 pm

Worships: 
Sunday, August 7th at 9:30 am
Sunday, August 21st at  9:30 am

Rehearsals: Every Wednesday at
6:05 pm.

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clipboard if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Tanya the sponsor funds when you sign up.

 
There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know.

Thank you!!!

August Communion Bread Bakers:
August 6/7:
August 13/14:
August 20/21:
August 27/28:

               Judy Timmerman
Kay Sieh

  Pat Olson
                      Patty VanLandschoot
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August 14, 2022: 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays   Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share
your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and,
following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. Alleluia.
(John 10:27)
Readings and Psalm
Jeremiah 23:23-29 (God’s word is like fire, like a hammer that breaks rocks)
Psalm 82 (Arise, O God, and rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8))
Hebrews 11:29--12:2 (The faith of the Hebrew people, a great cloud of witnesses)
Luke 12:49-56 (Jesus brings fire on earth and has a baptism with which to be baptized)

August 21, 2022: 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays   Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great
dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we
suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia. The crowd was rejoicing at the wonderful things that Jesus was doing.
Alleluia. (Luke 13:17)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 58:9b-14 (Do not trample the sabbath, but feed the hungry)
Psalm 103:1-8 (The Lord crowns you with mercy and steadfast love. (Ps. 103:4))
Hebrews 12:18-29 (You have come to the city of the living God and to Jesus)
Luke 13:10-17 (Jesus heals a crippled woman on the sabbath and is condemned)

August 7, 2022: 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface:  Sundays   Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open
our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 44)
Readings and Psalm
Genesis 15:1-6 (God’s promise of a child for Abram and Sarai)
Psalm 33:12-22 (Let your lovingkindness be upon us, as we place our hope in you. (Ps. 33:22))
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 (A model for us: Abraham’s faith in a new home given by God)
Luke 12:32-40 (God will give you the treasure of the kingdom; sell all that you have)

Lectionary Readings

10
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-6-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-8-20/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-8-20/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-8-20/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-8-20/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-4-3/0#


ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to

Tanya Ullom
by 4:00pm on August 15th for

the September First Word
 

August 28, 2022: 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays   Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give
us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble
in heart. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:29)
Reading and Psalm
Proverbs 25:6-7 (Do not put yourself forward)
Sirach 10:12-18 (alternate) (Judgment upon the proud)
Psalm 112 (The righteous are merciful and full of compassion. (Ps. 112:4))
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 (God is with us: let acts of mutual love continue)
Luke 14:1, 7-14 (An image of God’s reign: invite the poor, crippled to your banquet)

First Lutheran Staff

Office Hours: Weekly Bulletin:
Monday - Thursday
       8:30—4:00
Friday                  
      8:30—12:00

Phone:  715-634-2141
Mail:       P.O. Box 346
               Hayward, WI 54843

First Word:

Contact Us: 

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly

bulletin, it is due to 
the church office by 4:00pm

each Tuesday

Joel Bacon                               Pastor                                           pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Tanya Ullom                           Business Manager  &                  tanya@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net           
                                                 Office Coordinator
Ray Austin                               Building and Grounds                ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Patty Van Landschoot           Choir Director                              davidjv@centurytel.net
Rebecca Iverson                    Organist                                        beckyiverson@charter.net
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“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the

ELCA.  Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation

are not a part of their daily lives.  The cost per broadcast is $30. 
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3).  These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,

or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.

Day 1 Sponsors: 
August 14           in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
August 28        in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
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Volunteer Needed
Church Directory – There are no Church
Directory companies operating right now.
We have the equipment and expertise to do
one in-house and then get it printed. Many
of us are asking for a directory – we need a
volunteer(s) to coordinate the project. Is this
you? Contact Pastor Joel.

On Tuesday, August 9th, at 12 pm,
the Jubilee Circle, Peace Circle, and
Faith Hope & Love Circle will meet
at the Church for a potluck lunch. 
 Please bring a dish to pass. Bible
study will be led by Ardie Littlefield
using the July/August "Gather"
magazine.  Peace Circle will host.



Our Caring Prayers:

Care Partners Assisted Living  
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Care Centers: 

Chronic & Long-term Illness:

Aspen Acres    
10214 Rock Creek Rd 
Hayward, WI 54843

Sharron Probyn
Dorothy Hedman
Darel Roinstad

Country Terrace    
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Hayward Health Center 
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843

Water’s Edge              
11044 N State Rd 77   
 Hayward, WI 54843

Liz Webber
Janis Bergum

Care Center:

John Jaeckel
Don Sheehan

Please Pray For: 

Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum

Lutheran World Relief Coffee
 

LWR coffee is available for purchase 
  

Coffee choices include: 
Dark Roast - Whole Bean 

Dark Roast - Ground 
Medium Roast - Whole Bean 

Medium Roast - Ground 
Decaffeinated - Ground

Hazelnut-Ground
 

Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during 
office hours.

Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Colleen Moreland

Assisted Living:
Clarice Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Henry Aukee
Palmer and Fern McCoy
Barb Klippel
Jane Wikum

John Schuenzel
Phil Pierce
Rosalie Schreiber
John Poppe
Will Wege
Palmer McCoy
Pastor Mike Pancoast 
Judy Perillo
Curt Lein
John Malchow
Family of  Mark Nelson
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Each month we take a moment to celebrate the
birthdays and anniversaries of our friends at
First Lutheran. Let's take this time to pray for
joyful birthdays and anniversaries. Please do
not call the office for actual dates or ages. 
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Bernice Applebee
Daidre Bartz
Lydia Bergschnieder
Sam Berquist
Trisha Brassill
Beth Campbell
Jean Christiansen
Aiden Domagala
Brad Domagala
Daniel Eder
Rod Edwards
Vernon Egge
Lincoln Enk
David Farley
Sandy Ferris
Mackenzie Forrester
John Froemel
Susan Gardner
Sally Hykes
Colton Jacobsen
Lowker Jerome
Julie Kahl
Roger Kisch
Bonnie Larsen
Alli Larson
Johanna Lazar
Aimee Lehouillier

Randy Neumann
Patti Nier
Melody Olson
Rhonda Passolt
Deanna Persson
Jean Purtell
Susan Sams
Connie Schield
Cade Schlapper
Carol Schmidt
Jane Schobel
Jim Schobel
B. J. Schwartzhoff
David Sievert
Kasie Stevens
Kim Stevens
Michelle Stoll
Victoria Treland
Kris Treland-Neumann
Jenna Walport
Jan Wege
Lukas White
Carol Williamson
Jordynne Wohling
Ruth Lindner
Fern McCoy
Lacy Neumann

Nicholas & Amber Al-Moghrabi
Bruce & Jean Anderson
Ed Anderson & Julie Kahl
Rick & Alice Filter
Mark & Laurie Jacobs
Ben & Bonnie Jacobsen
Rodney & Alanna Jerome
Roger & Kathy Kisch
Frank & Taylor Lazar
Scott & Patti Nier
Jon & Susan Nymo
John & Maxine Poppe
Janet & Marvin Rivard
John & Carole Rusch
Ed & Ginny Simons
Marc Strapon & Jodi Vortanz
Dave & Patty Van Landschoot
Alan & Bonnie Wunsch



15



FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

10680 Main Street
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715-634-2141
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Worship With Us!
Saturdays: 5 pm

Sundays: 9:30* am
*Live on Facebook

Everyone is Welcome!
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